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PRE FAC EK. 


HIE title of this {mall performance, 

will fufhce to announce its con- 
tents; the fole purpofe of publifhing it 
being, to remove the unjuft impreffion 
and prejudice which falfe reprefentations 
of facts and circumftances have left upon 


the minds of many perfons interefted in 
the event, 











OF THE 


MARRATTA WAR. 


HE Mrarratta Srares in asẹ Deccan, are the only 
people of Hiindoftan who were not effeétually 
fubdued, or who did not unanimoufly fubmit to the go- 
vernment, and acknowledge allegiance as ficfs, to the 
throne of Delhi. They are, conitequently, the only nation 
of note now exifting under the dominion of the Hindoo 
princes. The provinces, or kingdoms of Hindofitan, 
were originally governed by princes, who were diftin- 
guifhed according to eminence and family, under the 
gitles of Sou, or Ram-rajah, Ranab, and Rajah.* The bold 
and brave efforts of refiftance and perfeverance of thefe 
people, within natural fafteffes and inaccefiible moun- 
tains, which, in a manner preferved them from bearing 
the Mogul yoke, may allo be affigned, with a degree of 
juftice and propriety, as the true caufle of their mar- 
rauding difpofition fince, a continued neglećt of induf 
try and agriculture, and an invinciole love of arms. 
While, at the fame time, they continue to preferve many 
of thofe elevated culftoms, and obterve with facred and 
even fuperititious fcruples, the laws of hofpitality in 
the moft expanded fenfe, towards iftrangers and each 
other, which, in former times, {fo eminently charz¢cteri- 
fed the civilization, addrefs, police, elegance, and vir- 

tue of Eaftern nations. 
A It 


* Leffer characters were known by the names of Paifiwa, Sardar, 
Zemindar, Polygar, &c. by the Hindoos. ‘ihe titles of Vifier, 
Ssoubah, Nizam, Nabob, Omrah, &c. accompanied the Siogul go- 
vernmenut, and continuc in the occupation of Mahomedans only. 
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It is with them, as in all other countries, that by 
breaking a principal link of the chain, which united 4 
number of diftinét bodies; the’ mats is thrown into a+ 
marchy and confufion, the union is diffolved, the com+ 
pact (which rendered them, as one body, great and 
powerful) is annihilated, and each of the component 
parts affumes the prerogatives of an independent fove- 
rejgnty. Hence jealoufies, envy, difcords, ufurpations, 
— petty ftates ariſe, without form, power, or in- 

uence. 


Amidtt thefe foreign and inteftine ftruggles, the Mar- 
rattas continued to yield a tacit kind of allegiance to a 
fupreme head, as Sou, or Ram-rajah, whofe throne was 
eftablifhed ac Setterah. The united power of the. chief, 
and his nominal dependants, were extremely gréat, and 
often alarming to the Emperors of Hindoftan.- In the 
time of Aliverdi-Cawn’s ufurped Soubahthip of Bengal. 
they over-ran thofe provinces, having, through mere. 
dread, obtained the confent of the pufilanimous, in. 
dolent, and effeminate Mahomed Scha, to eftablifh a 
«<houc™ or tribute to be paid annually from the Nabob- 
fhip of Bengal, and indeed from the whole empire; in 
the fame manner asthe great Aurungzebe found it pru- 
dent, by compofition, to inveft them in the Decean. 
“They marked the terror of their arms and depredations 
into the heart of Delhi, and carried off vaft treafures ; 
until, by the ceffion of Catac, in the kingdom of O- 
rixa, and a chout of twelve lacks of rupees annually, 
a peace and treaty were concluded between Aliverdi- 
Cawn and chem, in 1750. 


The Marratta revenues, taken disjunétively, were 
originally enormous. Before the ufurpation and rapid 
fuccefs of that foldier of fortune, Hyder-Alli-Cawn, in 

the 


Court implies a quarter pert of the territorial revenue. 
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the kingdom of Myfore, and around it, the whole might 
have bordered upon feventeen crores of rupees, or fe- 
venteen millions of Britifh pounds. It is computed, 
thar, now, they enjoy an annual revenue, equal to about 
twelve millions fterling. Their military eftablifhmenr, 
which is compofed of cavalry, may yet be equal to 
300,000; but thefe are not to be regarded as regulars, 
or permanent troops, but as an eftablifhed militia. The 
Sou, or Ram-rajah, by virtue of the treaty with Au- 
rengzebe, and by the Hindoo tenures, has power to 
order out the troops of his tributaries, as often as the 
{tate requires their fervice. It is a circumftance mate- 
rial to be underftood, in judging of the Marratta force, 
that it is an invariable cuftom among them, when an 
expedition is concluded, for the troops to retire with 
what plunder they may have feized, to their refpective 
abodes, leaving only the houfehold forces with the 
chiefs. And when their fervices are again wanted, they 
are fummoned by letters, directed to the chief officer 
of each village, or diftrict, fo that they are re-afiembled 
in a week or ten days. The Marratta territory may 
properly be faid to extend, fea-ward, from Travancore 
near Cape Comorin, at the fouthern extremity of the 
peninfula, to the river Paddar, which difcharges itfelf 
in the Gulf of Scindy, and which divides Guzzerat from — 
the Perfian dominions, except the Marratta territory 
lately ufurped by Hyder-Alli-Cawn.. They are bound- 
ed by the Carnatic, the Company’s northern Circars, 
and the dominions of the Nizam-ul-Muluck,* to the 
Eaft, except the province of Catac, which carries their 
poffeffions,” irregularly, to the Bay of Bengal; and the 
river Jumna, with the provinces of the Mogul empire, 
-terminate their boundary to the North. 






A 2 ‘The 


The Soubah of the Deccan-Bazalet-Jung. 
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The Sou, or Ram-rajah, exifts now but in name. 
Wana-row, father of the late Mada-row and Narain- 
row, and brother to the prefent Roganaut-row, (com- 
monly known by the name of Ragoba) feized the reins 
of government, and the perfon of the Ram-rajah, at 
the iame inftant. The revolution was favoured by the 
religious Brahmin caít of the ufurper. The govern- 
ment he adminiftered under the title of Patfhbwa, or 
Prime Muinifter, and the prince he confined in a fortrefs 
mear Setterah, the metropolis. In this pofition, the 
prefent young Ram-rajah, and the government of the 
Marratta f{tate, continue to this day. Jonogee Boofla, 
or Bouncello, the father, or immediate predeceffor,* of 
Moodajce Boofla, Rajah of Berar, was a pretender to 
the fovereignty, as one of the neareft of kin to the con- 
haed Ram-rajah. And Roganaut-row was a pretender 
to the Paifhwa-fhip, even during the life-time of his 
nephew Mada-row, for which Mada-row kept him un- 
der confinement, until, fo.efecing his own approaching 
diffolution, and dreading the crafty intriguing difpofi- 
tion of the uncle, even in confinement, to the prejudice 
of the lineal fucceffor Narain-row, whofe youth and 
inexperience mighr expofe him to fnares and plots, 
thought i: moft advifable to releafe Roganaut-row, and 
effect a reconciliation. Accordingly, having, to all ap- 
pearances, fertled meafures, and removed uneafineffes, 
he placed the hands of the youth into thofe of the un- 
cle, and fhedding tears of joy and fatisfaction, faid, 
That he intrufted and recommended the young man, 
and earneftly befoug'it the uncle’s tender care, protec- 
tion, and advice to him, in the adminiftration of go- 
vernment. A promile which Roganaut-row obferved 
no longer than, by his wiles, he could procure affaffins, 
who cur the nephew to pieces, in the falfe arms of an 

uncle, 


© The right of Moodajee Boofla, in his own perfon, to the Ra- 
jafhip of Berar, has lately been challenged by his bed friend, Mr. 
Hauitings. 








uncle, who thus had no competitor remaining in his 
own family to the Paifhwa-fhip. Mada-row died in 
November, 1772; and Narain-row was allowed to live 
Until the September following, and the 23d year of his 


age. 


The death of Narain-row being lamented, and the 
unnatural manner execrated by the generality of people, 
Roganaut-row’s fucceffion was oppofed powerfully. Di- 
viGions became formidable. At laft the oppofition pre- 
vailed, and the barbarous parricide, Roganaut-row, was 
obliged to fy. Unhappily, he directed his courfe to the 
ifland of Bombay, where protection was granted him, 
in confideration of a promile of flattering concefiions, 
which he had neither the power nor right to perform. 




















The afylum thus accorded to Roganaut-row, very 
juftly incenfed the Marrattas on the one hand, while, 
on the other, it amufed with a profpect of valuable con- 
ceffions of territory, together with the ufual fpoils and 
fuperb acknowledgments which Indian revolutions pre- 
fented to the ambitious views of fuccefsful allies, infti- 
gated both fides to commence hoftilities, apparently 
with mutual good-will, and ftimulated appetites. 


The marine of Bombay bravely fuftained the troops 
in reducing the ifland of Salfette, after confiderable lofs 
to the affailants ; while the reduction of Baroach coft 
the life of one of the beft and braveft officers that be- 
longed to either the Britifh army or the Company’s fer- 
vice, in the death of General Wedderburne. The Com- 
pany felt the lofs foon thereafter, by the defeat of the 

ombay army under Colonel Keating. Happily, how- 
ever, by means of the eftablifhed enmity between the 
Miarrattas and Elyder-Alli-Cawn, feveral jealoufies and 
heart-burnings between the principal and leffer ftates, 
and divifions in the Poonah Council, the Marratta go- 
vernment 
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vernment was, at this time, fo divided, that they fhewed 
a ferious difpofition to preferve the friendfhip and alli- 
ance of the Company, in preference to all other con- 
nections ; provided the murderer, Roganaut-row, was 
not fupported by them, in an unjuít claim, to fully and 
contaminate the Company’s reputation and fame, by a 
conduct diametrically oppofite to the generally received 
opinion, which, until of late, had been uniformly en- 
tertained of the Britifh nation in India. 





Had the government of the Company in India the 
difcernment common even to inferior politicians, they 
would rather have encouraged thofe enmities, jealou- 
fies, and inteftine divifions, than by a feries of ambitious 
and mercenary plans and ufurpations, and a fupport of 
bad characters in iniquitous pretenfions, to compel the 
contending powers, and jarring parties, to unite in the 
general defence of each other, and their rights, as a 
common caufe. 





In this plight were the Company involved with the 
Miarratta ftate, when the new government, compofed 
of Mr. Haftings, General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, 
Mr. Barwell, and Mr. Francis, commenced, in Oéto- 
ber, 1774- The newly-arrived members (General 
Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis) entered 
upon the duty affigned to them by their country and 
the Company with alacrity, with fentiments {trongly 
impregnated with true patriotifm and juftice, and with 
views folely directed to the recovery of the Company’s 
affairs from the ftate of embarrafied confufion, debr, 
and difcredit, into which the preceding mal-adminiftra- 
tion of their principal fervants had undutifully plunged 
them. After felecting the moft intelligent and merito- 
rious fervants, to adminifter in the fubordinate ftations 
of government, they feverely reprehended the Rohilla 
war, as barbarous, unjuft, and impolitic; reprobated, 
In 
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in plain and direct terms, the treaty with Sujah-ul-dow- 
la, and improved upon it with princely advantages in 
the line of finance and military eftablifhmentr, in favour 
of the Company. The fpirit of humanity, juftice, and 
ceconomy, breathing in every articulation and aétion, 
which this uncorrupted majority uttered and perform- 
ed; they availed themfelves of the extended fuperiority 
which the act of parliament gave them in certain cafes, 
over the other Prefidencies, and fent Colonel Upton 
upon an embafiy, to negociate an honourable peace 
with the Marratta court; which was at length con- 
cluded and ratified, upon the firft of March, 1776, 
under the title of the Poorunder, and fometimes the 
Poonah, treaty. 


By this treaty, Salfette, Baroach, and other diftricts 
in the Guzzerat provinces, were ceded to the Comp:- 
ny ; they were to be paid twelve lacks of rupees in 
three fixed terms, to defray the charges of the war, to 
fecure which feveral pergunnahs were delivered up in 
mortgage pofieffion ; and an extent of territory, of the 
annual value of three lacks, adjoining, or near to Ba- 
roach. And, on the other hand, Roganaut-row was 
to be provided for, according to his raak and preten- 
fions, in a private line, and to withdraw from Bombay ; 
and that no protection or affiftance was to be given to 
him, or any other fubjeét or fervant of the Mfarratta 
{tate, who may caufe any difturbance or rebellion in 


the country. 


Whether the conditions in this treaty were obferved 
by the contracting parties, whether the proper rnethods 
were ufed for carrying them into execution, or for a- 
voiding a war, or whether the laws of good faith, juf- 
tice, and policy, were obferved in the tupreme Britifh 
Council of India, and the Prefidency ot Bombay, will 
appear in the following ingenuous and authentic {tate 


of 
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of facts, abftracted from uncontefted records. Certain, 
however, it is, that the evil originated in the non-per— 
formance of that treaty, and the extraordinary proceed- 
ings thereon; that the Marratta government fhewed 
every poffible dilfpofition to preterve the friendfhip, and 
to maintain an alliance with the Engvlifh; thar a breach 
of public faith, and an infatiable thirít for power and 
unbounded monarchy, fo apparent in every meafure of 
the Company’s fervants, united the difcordant Marratta 
{tates, and jarring members of the adminiftration in 
Poonah, Hyder-Alli-Cawn, the Soubah of the Deccan, 
the Rajah of Berar, Nudjiff-Caws, and all the leficr 
powers of India, into a combined, determined com- 
pact, and clofe affociation, to refift, oppofe, and reduce 
the extravagant views and pretenfions of the Com- 
pany’s leading adminiftration in Afa; that, urged by 
the fame dread, the native powers, in defperation, dii- 
covered inclinations to hearken to the overtures of 
France, looking wifhfully and anxioufly with impa- 
tience, for the day of deliverance from the fcourge of 
tyranny, and the iron hand of oppreffion; that thefe 
facts have, it is faid, been known to the Court of Di- 
rectors, and to the King’s minifters, by the poficffion © 
of authentic materials; that, by this rafh, difhonoura- 
ble, and unwarrantable war, the Company have had 
their treatures waited, their credit ruined, and their re- 
putation for arms almoft irretrievably left; that the 
Maa rrattas diftinguifhed more temper, moderation, and 
good faith, throughout this unlucky bufinefs, particu- 
larly when victory gave them a carte-blanche, than could 
have been expected from a people ot a more pacific 
difpofition, and to whom the oppofite qualities are af- 
cribed characteriftically. And that it is too evidenr, 
from appearances, however artfully difguiled, that a` 
train of difgraceful and diftreffing events, were original 
objects of the acting adminiftration trom the beginning, 
influenced by finitter views, founded upon ambition, 


by 
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by uhabating keen réfentment for imaginary prëfer- 
ences, and by an implacable, unremitting oppofition 
to every meafure of the majority in the life-time of Ge- 
neral Clavering and Colonel Monfon, particularly the 
treaty of Poonah, which they were bent upon over- 
turning, at all hazards. ‘There are reafons to imagine; 
that it was propofed to derive fome oblique juftification 
of the Rohilla war, from the unfavourable effects of 
an ibl-conducted Marratta war: 











Roganaut-row, under the protection of the Bombay 
government, entered into intrigues, and fomented par- 
ties and diffentions in the adminiftration of Poonah, 
until ac length, he procured an infatuated deception 
upon the Gimple credulity of the unfufpecting Refident, 
Mr. Moftyn, who in confequence of his own eafy faith; 
as eafily mifled the willing minds of the Prefidency of 
Bombay into a belief of what they fo eagerly wifhed. 


The Governor General, Mr. Haftings, tntroduced 
the fubject ac the fupreme board, upon the 28th day 
of January- 1778, in a very long minute, wherein, 
among a variety of other matters, he complained bit- 
terly of the filence and remifinefs of the Prefitdency of 
Bombay, although Mr. Moftyn had had feveral confer- 
ences with the Poonah miunifters, who continued to 
complain that Roganaut-row was {till entertained at 
Bombay, in violation of orders from the fupreme board: 
He added, that rew fources of uneafinefs had arifen, in 
the extraordinary countenance afforded to the Cheva- 
fier St. Lubin and Mr. Bolts, by the court of Poonah ; 
one as agent to the crown of France, the other as re- 
refentative of ‘the Houfe of Auftria. That if report 
could be believed, written engagements had pafied be-_ 
tween them and Monfieur Sc. Lubin, ** the object of 
s wbich, whatever it be, * if attained, prove deftruc- 


“© sre 
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«c give to the trade of the Englifh Company, and to the Bri” 
<e tijh influence in India.” * | : 


Thefe being the ideas which Mr. Haftings laboured 
to imprefs on the minds of his feliow-counfellors, as 
an evil which threatened deftruction, by the alarming 

ower of the Marrattas—As a wife and faithful fervant 
and fubject, would it not have been more confiftenr, 
and infinitely more juft and political, to have accom- 
modated the breach, and applied a healing balfam to 
the fore, by an obfervance of the late treaty, and good 
faith, than wantonly to urge a dangerous, expenfive, 
and unjuft war? 











At the fame moment, Mr. Haftings acknowledged, 
«c shat although be believed the Marratta power, unallicd 
“© witb other fates, unable to cope with the Company’s 
‘s power at Bombay, yet fuftained by the French, they are 
“<< qualified to refufe acquiefcence to our demands , which de- 
* mands, the poſſeſſion of the iland of Baffeen offers, as the 
<c only profpeét of a fecurity; that no obligation precludes us 
<c from demanding it, nor can any blame be juftly imputed to 
“<< us, if as the Superior Power, we prefcribe the terms, 
“<< were they even more unequal than thefe are, on which we 
<e are willing to releafe both parties, from that dangerous 
<< point om which they fluéiuated, between war and peace, 
during a long interval of two years, and are likely to con- 
<< tinue there, unlefs one fide affumes the right of decifion.”” 








In 


* Hyder-Alli having refented the profers of St. Lubin to the 
Marrattas, and the Marrattas unwilling to irritate the Englith, no 
concefiion or treaty whatfoever was entered into with Mr. St. Lubin 
and he was exprefsly defired to withdraw from Poonah. He had had 
partizans there who wifhed to promote his views. He went to Hy- 
der-Alli, and the refufal of the Marratta government contributed to 
facilitate the treaty, and the cefflion of the port of Mangalore. This 
was, and is the fact. 
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In this pafflage of his minute, Mr. Haftings unguard- 
edly ayows facts, which in direct terms condemn his 
own deliberate meaiures. The extenfive advantages 
which a French alliance would yield to the Marrattas, 
fhould have induced him to treat upon more liberal, 
equal, and juít principles, as the moít likely means of 
overfetting the fufpected treaty with Se. Lubin. He 
avows, ‘* danger to both fides,’ and a confeffion tanta- 
mount. to its having been a ftudied impending ma- 
nceuvre in his political fyitem, * for a long interval of 
‘© two years,” which comprehends the intire time that 
the Poonah treaty had exiftence. According to his 
profefied maxims, ‘** the fword and not juftice, fhould de- 
“© cide the point of right,’ in an iffue in which the Com- 
pany had, dona fide, no concern, and became unnecef- 
farily and imprudently, officious medlers. The great 
and acknowledged abilities of Mr. Haftings, and par- 
ticularly the fingular talent which he has acquired in 
writing, are circumitances which, upon a critical re- 
view and examination of his minutes and general con- 
duct, fiance his return with power to India, will, upon 
many occafions, condemn himfelf, even more than the 
-mafterly pens of his opponents. The art of evafion, 
and equivocation, for the purpofes of veiling or difguif- 
ing the real meafures taken, or meant to be taken, are - 
too confpicuous not to create fufpicions of the matters 
thus meant to be fupported or defended. Plain, ine- 
quivocal facts, carry conviction where the ground is 
really found, and the meafures themfelves direéted to 
wife and falutary purpofes ; but when the mind is con- 
{cious of having betrayed truft, or is perverfely bent 
upon, and determined, to guide and enforce meafures, 
whether right or wrong, by the exercife of power abu- 
fed and muifapplied, the faculties of evafion, equivoca- 
tion, and confequently of perverfion, are employed with 
dangerous and alarming advantages in the fupreme ma- 
giftrate of a remote government, vefted with civil, mi- 
B 2 litary, 
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fitary, political, and commercial powers. The argu- 
ments and reafonings exprefled in the minutes of Mr. 
Haitings, upon this and other important fubjeéts, fince 
the treaty ot Benaras, contain fuch palpable contradic- 
tions to each other, and duplicity of fentiment, as are 
fuMicient, without the 2ble oppofition they have had to 
encounter, to condemn the whole. And the inattention 
of the Directors to the fe fubjects, regularly tranfmitted 
to them, nearly eftablifhes an unpleafant truth, that al- 
though charged with a truft of magnitude and dignity, 
they fcarcely ever read the proceedings of their fervants, 
on the ‘moft important concerns of the Company and 
mation, in India.’ 








The Governor propofed a plan, compofed of ten ar- 
ticles, as the terms to be afked and infifted upon from 
the Marrattas, and being oppofed by Mr. Francis and 
Mr. Wheler, the confideration was put off till the day 
following. | 


1778, January 29th. On which day, the Governor 
laid before the Board, a letter from the Prefidency of 
Bombay, concerning the fubjecét of yelterday’s com-- 
plaint. In this letter, dated the 12th December, 1777, 
they give notice of an offer made by fome members of 
the minifterial party at Poonah, to reinftate Roganaut- 
row, and of their own determination to accept fuch of- 
fer, whenever ic fhould be authenticated by a direét en- 
gagement from the minifters, and to march with Roga- 
anaut-row, toeftadlifh him in the Paifhwa-fhip of Poo- 
nah by force of arms. ‘They condemn the countenance 
given to Mr. Bolts, as well as to Mr. St. Lubin, and a- 
mufe themiczlves with the greater affurance of fuccefs in 
favour of Roganaut-row, as they expeéct affiftance from 
Hyder-Alli-Cawn, who profefies a friendfhiptor that par- 
ty; an advantage which, however, they negleéicd io improve. 
And the Go-vernor reduced the propofitions of yefter- 
| day 
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day from ten to five articles, without any material vari- 
ation in point of matter, to the following purport, viz. 


I. That fuch reafonable and practicable fecurity be 
obtained for the perfonal fafety of Roganaut-row, as 
Roganaut-row bimfelf fhall require. 


Ik. That a fpecific fum be demanded to reimburfe 
the company for the military charge, which may be in- 
curred by that interpofition. 


III. That the fort and diftri&t of Baffeen be ceded in 
‘perpetuity to the Company. 


IV. That an additional grant of territory be made ad- 
jacent to Baffeen and Bombay, in exchange for Baroach, 
and the lands ceded by Futta-Sing-Guiacawar, and from 
the pergunnahs of Hanfood, Aumood, and Defborah. 


V. That no European fettlement be allowed on any 
of the maritime coafts of the Marratta dominions, witb- 
out the confent of the fupreme council previoufly obtained. 


Thefe demands were fuffiiciently imperious and dic- 
tatorial, to a powerful independant ftate; but the gth 
of the propofitions of yefterday, contained a more im- 
perious tone, in theie terms: ‘* That thefe propofals be con~ 
se veyed by letter to the prefent Paifbwa, that bis anfwer 
‘¢ be required, without condition or referve, to each ar- 
se sicle, and that this government fhall take its final refo- 
«c Jution, to abide by the treaty, as it fhatl ftand confirmed 
ec by bis anfwer, or to confider it as annulled and invalidated 
e by them”? 


lt is worthy of obfervation, that at a juncture fo con- 
feffedly critical, notwithftanding the objectionable part 
ef Mr. Bolt’s political conduct, recorded on the pro- 
. ) ceedings 
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ceedings in Bombay, and the pofitive injunctions of the 
Company concerning his objećt in India, the very lead- 
ing members of that government, afforded him the moft 
effential affiftance in his undertakings, of which the ſhip 
Louifa, and her cargoes to and from China, furnifhed 
the cleareft evidence. And it is fomewhat extraordinary, 
that however impolitic it might prove, to eftablifh the 
avowed friend and partizan of Hyder-Alli-Cawn, at the 
head of the Marratta government, yet, as they had de- 
termined upon the meafure, they fhould certainly have 
formed fome plan of accommodation, to which Hyder 
fhauld engage, as a party; although, upon every pof- 
fible principle of good policy, the Marratta alliance was 
a more natural and beneficial connection to the Com- 
pany, and more to be depended upon, than an afpiring, 
ambitious ufurper, whofe enmity to the Englifh, and 
their allies, was as firmly rooted as that which he enter- 
tained for the Marrattas. It would therefore have been 
the effence of good policy, in the Company’s fervants, 
to have made ufe of their influence in preferving 
the divifion, and countenancing the jealoufies, of two 
ftates, whofe junction of power, fhould it ever happen, 
would effectually crufh and deftroy all the future prof- 
pects of the Britifh nation in Hindoftan. 





Mr. Francis entered a formal] proteft againft the Bom- 
bay proceedings ; doubted the fincerity cf the confer- 
ence between Mr. Lewis (the affiftant refident at Poo- 
nah) and Amunt-row, for the reftoration of Roganaut- 
row; urged the propriety of a fteady adherence to the 
Company’s general inftructions, and particularly to their 
reprehenfive letter of 12th April, 1775, addrefied to 
the Prefidency of Bombay: Ele wifhed, he faid, to ob- 
tain the right and poffeffion of Baſſeen for the Company, 
<< by an amicable negociation of exchange, or purchafe,”* but 
declared, ‘* that even bis views were cooled, by the little 
sc utility im point of revenue, arifing from the EE rA 

af, 
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«<< Salfette.” * His reafons throughout are clear, judi- 
cious, and predictory of what followed. Mr. W heler 
manifefted the warmth of zeal and duty, in oppofition 
to the proceedings in Bombay, as having an immediate 
tendency to confume the Company’s revenues, and to 
involve their means and reputation in diftrefs and ruin. 





Upon the 2d February, 1778, Mr. Haftings’s pro- 
pofals were re-confidered; oppofed, as before, by Mr. 
Francis and Mr. Wheler, and carried by the Governor’s 
caftinz vote, to faupport Roganaut-row, in direct viola- 
tion of the Poorunder treaty; and, with three additi- 
onal articles, were ordered to be difpatched to the Pre- 


fidency of Bombay, for their government. 


= The Governor then propofed, to take the opinion of 
General! Stibbert on the fending a reinforcement, over 
the continent to Bombay, and the confequent necefiity 
of augmenting the Sepoy corps: He alfo propoied a 
letter to Madras, to induce that Prefidency to reinforce 
the Bombay army from thence ; and at the fame inftant, 
that he continued with confidence, to afiert, * that the 
<< Prefidency of Bengal is, and will be, in a condition to 
<< aff: ft Bombay abundantly, with men and money, to carry 
“<< on the Marratta war,” he itated the Bombay army 


thus: | 
Artillery, rank and file - 2618 


European infantry ~ 783 
Sepoy infantry - - 502I 
Irregulars - - 1231 


A force which he thought able to carry alf their hof- 
tile purpofes into execution, without any affiftance from 
Bengal 


= æ Jr is conSdently alledged, that the prefent clear revenue of Sal- 
{f-tte, is far fhort of the real advantages it yielded in the line of 
comm~-rce, when it was in the poffeion of the Marrattas. 

+ Wide the Company’s records, for thefe minutes. 





( 1 } 


Bengal or Madras; an opinion which he ftruggled to 
enforce, by comparing it with the force of Bengal at 
the battle of Plaffley, and againit the Scha Zaddaj; with 
Colonel Forde’s expedition againit Matulipatunam ; and 
confiderably greater, than when unfupported by coun- 
try powers, the troops of Bengal wreited the provinces 
and Soubathip trom Coffim-Alli-Cuwn. And thus, he 
affected to draw the fame iuccefsfui conclufions in the 
prefent affair, without confidering, that the Marrattas 
are profeffionally and conftitutionally, a warlike na- 
tion ; whereas the Benegalee’s are the moft timid, irre- 
folute, and indolent part of the human {ipecies. He 
might alfo, have confidered that Fortune has proved 
herfelf as fickle and incontftanr, in the decifion of arms, 
as in the difpenfation of other tortuitous events, which 
affect empires, ftates, focieties, and individuals. He 
computed the diftance from Bombay to Poonah at only 
four days march, that the friends of Roganaurt-row 
were encamped in the neighbourhood of Poonah with 
20,000 horie, and that his opponents, together with the 
main Miarratta army, were engaged hoftilely againít 
Ed yder-Alli-Cawn on the banks of the Kiftna, therefore 


could not afit againit the friends and meaiures of Ro- 
ganaut-row. 


How unfortunate was Mr. Haftings, as well in his. 
fecret intelligence, as in his conjectures, if they were 
fuch as be exprefed! The Bombay army were not 
within two days march of Poonah, after having been 
about fifty days in their progrets,* without any hof- 
tile obftruction, before they were totally defeated, 
and forced to a difgraceful humiliation, and a carte- 
blanche. ‘There was not a man in the civil or military 


admini- 


° The expedition moved from Bombay on the 22d of November, 
and after three or four days fkirmifhing, they capitulated at War- 


gaum on the 16th of Janua diitance about twenty-five hi 
miles írom Poonah. * — 





C 17 J 

adminiftration of the Murratta government, either in 
thought or action, ready to eipoufe the caufe of Roga- 
naut-row ; but, on the contrary, the whole body of 
the people, in every ftation, feemed unanimous to op- 
pofe him, and the plan and meafure he had adopted 5 
and when it canie to the teft, the Bombay army found 
fo numerous a force to oppofe their approaches, that 
they were furrounded, and hemmed in at all quarters, 
by tuch a body of troops, that it proved the Miarratta 
‘Main army were not on the banks of the Kiftna. By 
this rule of judging, are not the following queries di- 
restly applicable? Is not the Governor General, by 
the countenance which he gave, and fallacious repre- 
fentations made by him, by which the Prefidency of 
Bombay were not only encouraged, but juftified, and 
even fpirited on, culpable in a greater degree tian as 
an accefflary ? And is he not immediately and directly 
anfwerable, with his fortune and perfon, to the Com- 
pany and Britifh nation, for all the treafure and troops 
which have been loft unneceffarily, and the difrepute 
and difcredit brought on the Company and the nation; 
by the unwarrantable and wanton manner in which he 
forced the Company into the Marratta war ? — The 
mode of approbation by the Supreme Council, and the 
conditions which accompanied it, as requifitions inad- 
miffable by the Marrattas, are material juftifications of 
the Bombay gentlemen, again{ft cenfures which other- 
wife fhould have irretrievably crufhed them. Mr. Haſt- 
ings’s inconfiftency, or whatever other definition it may 
admit of, appears in a reply to the eighth paragraph of 
Mr. Francis’s minute. He propofed, ‘** fo enter inte a 
«< war wiih the moft powerful fate in Hindcftan, wha 
«e be conjeéiured were in alliance with Fraance, as tbe 
<< means of defeating the views of France and Spain.” 
Inftead of endeavouring to make that ‘* mof powerful 
“© flate,” forfake the alliance of France, and become 
the faithful friends and allies of the Britiſh nation; 

and 
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and thus render the Company's poffeffions fo fecure, 
that the whole power and force of Britain might be di- 
rected elfewhere, with effect, againft its enemies.— 
The Marrattas offered to fettle a jaghire of five lacks 
of rupees annually on Roganaut-row, provided he 
would withdraw to Benaras, uncer the Englith pro- 
tection. This Mr. Haftings oppofed, and by that 
means, refufed peace and fecurity, together with the 
reception of about £.60,000 fterling annually, in fpecie, 
from a country with which the Company have no mer- 
cantile intercourfe from Bengal or Bahar. 


The goth of February, Mr. Haftings informed the 
Board, that by private intelligence, he had received 
affurance of Governor Bellecombe’s departure from 
Pondichery to the Malabar Coaft, with a defign to 
receive folemn poffeffion of the port of Choul, on the 
part of France, in confequence of a ceffion thereof by 
the Marrattas. The truth was, that Monf. Bellecombe 
made atour to Mahe in the Brilliante man of war, and 
doubtlefs had in view, to affift Mr. St. Lubin, in 
forming and concluding treaties with the Marrattas and- 
Ffyder-Alli-Cawn. But the port of Choul never had 
been, either the object of his expedition, nor the pro- 
bable conceffion on the part of a ftate, already too 
jealous and fufpicious of European influence and in- 
trigues in their vicinity. 


On the 23d of February, Mr. Haftings prefented a 
letter from ‘Bombay of the 2oth January, on which, 
it would feem, that he founded his motion for march- 
ing a detachment over land to re-inforce the Bombay 
army. Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler perfiitted to op- 
pofe it, and protefted in the ftrongeft terms againft the 
refolves of the majority.* The Governor’s double 

vote 


Wide the minutes upon record. .:; 


> 
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vote, and the fingle one of Mr. Barwell, having over- 
ruled the two fingle votes of their opponents, a detach- 
ment under the command of Colonel Matthew Leflie 
was refolved upon, to confift of | 





Officers - - - - 103 
‘Troops - - - =- 6,624 
Servants - - — 19,729 
Bazar people - - 12,000 

383456 


Hiere was an army of 6727 troops only, and a fuite 
of 31,729 fervants and futlers, ordered to encounter 
an unexplored country, * inhabited by a warlike peo- 
ple, inimical to the Company, occupying fafteffes and 
defhiles, and interfected by large navigable rivers, which 
would continually expofe the army to be cut off by the 
fword, reduced by famine, or perifh in the hofpitals. 


A letter from the Court of Directors, dated the 4th 
July, 1777, to the Prefaidency of Bombay, having ar- 
“rived in Calcutta on the r2th March, 1778, * parti- 
<< cularly and pofitively confirming the treaty made by Co- 
‘© Jonel Upton with the Marrattas, and ordering a ftrié 
<< adherence to it; recommending fpecial vigilance, whilft 
— Ragoba was at Bombay, that be formed no plans, againft 
<c what is called the minifterial party at Poonab, and po- 
<c fitively commanding, that no intervention or f{cheme in 
cc bis favour, [ball be entered into, without the previous 
«c confent of the Supreme Council, or Court of Directors. 
At the fame time, faying, ‘* that common bumanity war- 
‘<< ranted the protection of Ragoba’s perfon from violence.” 
No council being then fitting, or to fitin the rotation 
of bufinefs until the Monday following, and the de- 
2 s tachment 


© Comprehending a fpace of 1500 miles: 
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tachment under Colonel Leflie being under orders to 
march, Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler addreffed the 
Governcr General by letter on the fame day, urging 
the Board to countermand the march, but without 
eftect. 


On the 18th March, a letter to the Prefidency of 
Bombay, drawn up by Mr. Haftings, was laid before 
the Board, confifting of orders and inftructions for the 
guidance of that Prefidency. ‘This letter is enveloped 
wiih fo much art and fubtiltry, that though the writer’s 
judgment muft be condemned upon the face of every 
fact, yet a perfon unacquainted with the hiftory, his 
views, and abilities in that way, would be apt to ac- 
quit him or having had intentions directly foreign to 
the language expreiled. {It is like the horizontal plan 
or baie of a rugged or hilly country, laid down by out- 
lines upon a fair fheet of paper, which deceives the 
eye into a belief, that the country is as flat and level as 
ig appears reprefented on the paper.—lIc íets out with 
an abftraét ot the Company’s laft recited letter, which 
in the 65th paragraph {ftrongly defires the obfervance of 
the treaty; and in the fame breath, he charges the Mar- 
rattas with an abfolute violation of every article in the 
treaty, with forming French connections ; and infi- 
nuates a firm hope, that the {pirit of the meafures con- 
veyed in the pretent letter of inftruction, fhall have 
been anticipated before it reaches, by a great event 
agair.f{t the Marratta adminiftration in favour of Roga- 
naul-row. Bur, he fays, as the reverfe is yet proba- 
ble, they (the Supreme Ccuncil) fhall furnifh fuch in- 
itructions and authority for their guidance, as are ne- 
eeffary on a fuppofition that no revolution hath taken 
p!.ce at Poonah, confifting of feven articles, to the 
following effect, viz. 


The 
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The 1ft requires a peremptory demand of a coun- 
try of three complete lacks of rupees annual revenue, 
near Baroach; and in cafe of non-conformity, to de- 
clare tt a vtolation of treaty. 


The 2d requires a peremptory demand of the imme- 
diate payment of twelve lacks of rupees ; and in cafe. 
of non-compliance, to declare it a violation of treaty. 


The 3d orders them to keep poffeffion of the feveral 
villages, and pergunnahs ceded to the Company by 
Futta-Sing-Guicawar, as the Marrattas bave neglected to 
produce proofs of Futia-Sing’s incapacity to make fuch 
ceffion. 


The 4th direéts them, to remonftrate againft the 
countenance afforded to Mr. St. Lubin; the engage- 
ments entered into with him; the grant of the port of 
Choul; and to demand a clear and fatisfactory expla- 
nation of their intentions in regard to France.—And 
to declare, that the Englifh Company fhall take fuch 
meafures as prudence fhall dictate for the future fafety 
of their interefts and poficflions. The Governor con- 
defcended to acknowledge on this fubjeét,—*‘* That be 
“< regarded the Marrattas as the only native, and the French 
< as the only foreign powcr in India, capable of affecting the 
e< influence which the Britifh nation had acquired in it.* The 
$c former having been rendered incapable by internal diftrac- 
“< tion, t and thein.quality of their numbers to European dif- 
“<< cipline; and the latter, by the want of territorial pro- 
<€ perty, or any to fupply it.—That therefore an alliance be- 
<< teveen them would at once reliewe all their mutual wants, 
e< and afford them all the requifites to di/pute with us on equal 

| EE terms 


* Yet he laboured to zzite thefe two powers, which were fwe- 
rally capable of affecting the Britith influence. 

+ Which diftractions, his meafures have healed, and effectually 
compofed. 








( 
cc ferms,- the dominion of. India, which at prefent we poffefs 
«c enithout a rival, and may be attended witb calamities more 
ce dreadful by the fuperior magnitude of the conteft, than that 
«c wbich we formerly experienced in the Carnatic.’’* 


Fhe sth dire&ts them to demand a fafe paſſage for, 
and affiftance to Colonel Leflie’s detachment, through 
the Marratta dominions; and to affure them, that no 
act of hoftility fhall be committed by the army on their 
march ; and to repeat the ftrongeft affurances of a pa- 
cific difpofition and adherence to the treaty in every 


paint, 


The 6th requires the obfervance of the Company’s 
orders in their laft recited letter, whether the admini- 
ration of Saccaram Baboo, and Nana-furnefe conti- 
nues, or a revolution fhould haye taken place. But if 
either adminiftratign fhall dreély or indireély, infringe 
the ¢reaty, in fuch cafe, the Supreme Council, in vir- 
tue of their authority, doth authorife the Bombay Council 
to farm a new alliance with Roganaut-row, and engage with 
bim. in any expedient [cheme for retrieving bis affairs. And 
the like aythbority is extended, at all events, if they are ins 
wited to accouplifh the propofitions tranf{mitted to them on the 
24 of February laf. 


The 7th is a general recommendation, having a clear 
tendency to delude and circumvent the people ef Bom- 
-bay,- and tọ make them oftenfible for any unfortunate 
event that may arife ; but it artfully recommends * fuch 
<c a policy, as circumftances will warrant, independent of any 
<c particular intereft of Roganaut-rew, whom they muft re- 
«c gard in the great political objec of our government, as fim- 

* phy 


Wii What fatal confeflions were thefe, and how inconfiftent were 
his meafures, to thefe dreaded confequences, and to found 
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“c ply meriting our confideration, and not neceffarily conneé- 
“* ed or blended with them.” 


Initructions and orders, thus carrying in every ex- 
prefiion, violence and hoftiliry, tantamount to a de- 
claration of war, produced deliberate protefts from Mr. 
Francis and Mr. Wheler, with fuch ftrong and folid 
reafons, as obviate the propriety of any other com- 
ment. 


Mr. Francis concurred in two general principles pro- 
feled in the intended letter. Firft, te make the Di- 
rectors laft letter, the ground work. And, fecendly, 
to make the eftablifhment of a lafting peace, the fole 
general object. On the preamble of the Governor’s 
letter, Mr. Francis obferved, * that we continued in the 
<< peaceable poffeffion of Salfette, and of the Marratta fare 
“< of the city and pergunnab of Baroach as ftipulated by 
“* treaty.”” 


I. As tothe firft article inftruétive, he alledged, that 
its execution appearcd to have been retarded, only by 
a difpute about the literal meaning of a word,* differ- 
ently conftrued by each party; and that the admifiion 
by the Supreme Board, on the 18th Auguft lait, of 
grojs inftead of meat revenue, decided the difpute in fa- 
vour of the Marrattas. But that havinz feveral other 
places in poffeffion, and enjoying their revenues, as 
pledges, until the grants of the whole country required 
were made out, our fecurity was not afeéted by any 
delay, occafioned chiefly by that difpute. 


II. That by the acceptance and poffeffion of Jam- 
boofeer in mortgage, to be held until the revenues col- 
lected from thence, fhall have liquidated the debt òf 


twelve 


* Kaumil Jumma. 
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twelve lacks, which. the Marrattas had confented to pay 
us towards the charge of the late war, demanded in 
the fecond inftruction, it muft be conftrued as a mutual 
performance of the treaty. 


III. That the.third inftru€tion, deciding arbitrarily, 
and ex parte, the right of Futta Sing to make the cef- 
fion therein .pecified, which appeared to him (Mr. 
Francis) very difputable; if decided after this imperi- 
ous manner in our own favour, would make the efta- 
biifhment of a dafling peace impoffible. 


= IV. That the fourth inftruétion, fuppofed the port 
of -Choul to have been ceded to the French, an affer- 
tion which had already been acknowledged, upon en- 
quiry, to want proof; and that the menaces uttered, if 
anfwers comfonant to the defires of the Prefidency of 
‘Bombay, or of Mr. Haftings and Mr. Barwell, were 
not returned, amounted to a declaration of war: Mr. 
Francis obferved, ‘* That the Marrattas having thus con- 
<< fermed to the conditions of the treaty, it feem-d juf and 
<: ryeafonable, that Jome fatisfaliion fhould be given them on 
<< our fide; particularly, that Roganaut-row fhould be re- 
“E moved from Bombay, with a proper provifion for bis ef- 
<: sablifhment in a private fiation;, that if any uegociations 
“© were formed with the French, we may trace them to their 
<< fource, in the proteéiton given to Roganaut-row, bis re- 
<< fidence at Bombay, and the continued intrigues between bim 
< and that Prefidency, that the true way to defeat the views 
<t of France, was to give the Marrattas a folid proof of 
“< our good faith, that while Roganaut-row, a pretender 
<t to their government, was Jupported by us, we give tbem 
ss foo much caufe for looking to France for affiftance; and 


.** that the prefent meafures will leave them without a 
S* choice.” 





V. As 
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V. As to the fifth inftruétion, after ftating the con- 
traction, and motives, which on different occafions 
have becn 2figned for fending an army to Bombay, he 
aiked, ‘* If permifficn for a Jafe paffage and affifiance is 
cc refufcd, Jhal! the detachment, neverihelefs, be ordered to 
« march through the Marratta territory, againft their de- 
cc cleared inclinations? And if that is meant, whether that 
“<< gé? alone does not conftitute a declaration of war, which 
ec cannot be qualified by any affurances of our pacific inten- 
“<< tions? That fach language, united with Juch meafures, 
<< 35 an infult to common fenfe, and much too plain to deceive, 
«< either the Marruttas or the Court of Direétors.”’ 


VI. On the fixth inftruétion, Ieaving an option in 
the Bombay Prefidency, whether to declare the treaty 
infringed, by the Marrattas, or by themfelves, and in 
confequence of fuch decifion, impowering them to en- 
ter into new engagements with Roganaut-row, for re- 
tricving his affairs with efect, he iaid, ‘** That, in the 
<c prefent temper and difpofiticn of that Prefidency, there 
“<< cannot be a doubt of the ufe they will make of this extra- 
“< ordinary power, or that they will not be forward to avail 
ec shem/felves of it, before it can be re-called.”” 


VII. On the feventh inftruction, which leaves the 
Prefidency of Bombay in poffeffion of deciding as they 
fhall pleate,; and recommends the intereft of Roganaut- 
row to be regarded only as unconneéted with the grand 
political fyftem,* he faid, ‘* It is a manifeft contradiction 
< to the foregoing; and to former inftru€fions, that not to 
cce purfue fome one determinate fyftem may be hazardous and 
< dijgraceful: That be conceived the Supreme Beard not 
<c egarranted to convey Juch unlimitted powers to the Prefi- 
«c dency of Bombay: That that Prefidency fhould continue 

D << (ubor- 


* Mr. Haftings never communicated this ** grand political fy {- 
s: ¢em’’ to the Prefidency of Bombay. 
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sc fubordinate, and be fucceffively direfted by the Supreme 
<< Council , and that the peace of India, perbaps the fate of 
«< the Britifo empire in this part of the world, is invoived 
* in the quefticns, which are thus left to their future deci- 
s< fions.” Ede afked, ‘* dre we juftified in relinquifbiug 
“< our jurifdiétion, even for a moment, over fuch quej- 
‘< tions?” And he concluded thus: <$ Upon the whcle, 
“< st appears tome, that the real tendency of this letter, not- 
“< withftanding any qualifying expreffions inter/perfed through 
© st, 1s to provoke a war with the Marrattas; that it 
e< feeks for caufes of offence, where none exiff 3 that the lan- 
“< guage it boids to the Marrattas is peremptory and boftile, 
“< and never ufed but when a rupture is pre-determined ; 
“* that the caufes of complaint on which it urges a quarrel, 
<< are trifling and exaggerated, that the facis it refers to, 
s< are etther clearly difproved, or taken for granted, witb- 
“<< out evidence, and that the terms of the inftruétions are 
<t in Jome places ambiguous, and in others contradifftory.— 
“<< Whether they are or are not confiftent with the pacific re- 
‘< folutions, fo clearly and pofitively expreffed by the Court 
“<< of Directors, in their letter of the atb July, muft be left 
“* go their judgment,” 


Mr. Wbeler having repeated his diffent and proteita- 
tion againít any interference between the contending 
powers of the Marratta government, and the armament 
then under orders for Bombay, as well as the purpofe 
to which it was to be employed, declared, ** TSat be 
s< fhould not think it neceffary in future to enter into difcuf- 
< fions on thefe matters, as the Governor General. and Mr. 
“* Barwell bad taken the whole refponfibility on themfelves ; 
<< muft be anfw-rable for the confcquences of the meafures al- 
“<< ready refolved on, and fuch as may, of neceffity, follow.’?* 
Fie agreed with the Governor, that the 65th paragraph 

of 


© In juftice, and in good policy, fhould not the private eftates of 
perfons taking refponfibility upon themfelves, in fuch {trong initan- 
ces, which, in the letter of law, may amount to an affumption of 
eebt, be heid accountable, in terms thereof, for the confequences ? 
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of the Company’s letter to Bombay fhould be the ground 
of the inftructions to that Prefidency, bur he diffented 
from every other part.of them, On the faime principles 
as thofe urged by Mr. Francis. 





Mr. Barwell having joined in the Governor’s mea- 
fures, the letter was prepared, and agreed to, for fig- 
mature and difpatch. 


Coldnel Goddard's regiment of cavalry were ordered, 
on the 30th March, to join Colonel Leflie’s detach- 
ment, and to proceed to Bombay. 


Advices from Bombay, received the 6th April, ré- 
prefented every thing in a ftate of perfect tranquility ; 
that no motion had been made in favour of Roganaut- 
row, nor meafure arifen from the pretended overtures 
of his partizans in Poonah, mentioned in their letter 
of 12th December. Yet Colonel Leflie’s detachment 
was ordered to march; inftructions were pafled ; from 
ail of which Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler diffented. 
Several minutes by Mr. Hraftings, in reply to Mr. 
Francis, with rejoinders and fur-rejoinders, ¢xplanatory 
of former minutes, and quibbling upon words, were 
committed to record, in the courfe of this month, but 
fo immaterial as not to merit quotation. 


The object of this narrative being reftrained to fuch 
fa&ts and circumftances, as fhall remove falfe impref- 
fions from mifreprefentations, and to fhew the unweari- 
ed, unremitted, and faithful refiftance made by Mr. 
Francis and Mr. W heler, through each and every ftage 
of che ruinaus bufinefs. So alarming were thefe gen- 
tlemens apprehenfions, and fuch their prefcience of the 
declining ſtate — the Company’s finances, as well as 
thofe of sheir- dependent allies in India, the probable 
wants of the nation in Europe, and the demand which 
the nation muft make, in fome fhape or other, on the 
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Company, for a renewal of their charter, to anfwer the 
calls of a general war, fo much threatened i in Europe, 
that the records exhibit indefatigable labour and a {fi - 
duity in both, and marks of nervous, clear, and irre- 
fittible abilities in Mr. Francis, to oppole expences, 
and to introduce principles of ceconomy, On every oc- 
cafion ; and that it was with thefe views, and thofe of 
juftice, together with a fixed iniention to good-faith, 
and the preiervation af national fame, that he uni- 
formly and fteadily preffed, without intermiffion, a- 
gainít the Marracta war, and every other avoidabie hof- 
tility in india; as moft confiftenc with the inftructions 
cf the Company, with good policy, and with honour. 
Left it fhould be alledged, that this detachment was 
not attended with an extraordinary military charge of 
Magnitude, it is proper to affert, as a truth, that an 
equal number of trocps were immediately recruited, 
by additional battalions, and an augmentation of each 
exifting battalion, at an immenfe expence in advance, 
cloathing, arms, and difcipline ; ; and that an extra ftaff, 
extra ftores, extra train of artillery, and other unfore- 
fecn extra expences, incident to iuch an occafion, be- 
fides the charges and aétual loffes upon the exchange 
of remittances, together alfo with the diftreffing irre- 
trievable inconveniency of tranfporting the current coins 
wanted in circulation at home, into parts from whence 
i: cannot return. Even the diftreffes of the Nabob of 
Oude were heightene ed ; and the Rajah Cheyt Sing ge, the 
identical tributary of the Company, had a new contri- 
bution levied upon him, under this pretext, in addi tion 
to his eftablifhed tribute. Demands equaily unjuit — 
impolitic, as they were compuifatory, at a time, whe 
prudence fhould have di¢tated the propriety, per — 
the neceffity, of conciliating the minds, attaching the 
affeétions, and tecuring the loy alty and fidelity of the 
principal natives, inftead of creating difsffeetions and 
refentments, by claims which were not founded on pre- 
contracts, or conditional treaties, but upon the capri- 
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cious movements of imperious and opprefiive minds, 
having, in remote as well as immediate contemplation, 
ends very oppofite to thofe which were profefied. 


May 11, 1778. Advices from Bombay of the 5th 
April, having communicated the accounts of a revolu- 
tion at Poonah, in favour of Roganaut-row, * Mr. 
Francis, upon a principle that any affiftance from Ben- 
gal would not now be wanted on the Malabar coaft, 
either againft the Marrattas, or to oppofe France, as 
the fuppofed connection between WNana-furnefe and 
Monfieur St. Lubin could no longer exift with efect, 
refumed the fubjecét of fufpending the march of Co- 
Jonel Leflie’s detachment, as no longer neceffary- 
But the Governor perfifted as before, and over-ruled 
the motion. - 








May 16. The detachment having marched, and the 
rainy feafon approaching, Mr. Francis urged the recall 
of the detachment. Mr. Haltings, with conftant per- 
feverance, again{ft his own knowledge and certain con- 
viction, maintained, ‘* That no feafon could be more 
“< happily chofen than the beginning of May; that the 
s< violent beats would foon be over, and that the fuc- 
s ceeding rains would be a relief to tbe troops, and 
s: facilitate the march.” — To thoie who have experi- 
enced the rains of India, the idea will appear new and 
extraordinary. Colonel Leflie’s letters, particularly 
bis private ones to the Governor, prove that nothing could 
have been fo ill founded. + He uniformly attributes the 
delay of his march to the torrents of rain which had 
overflowed the country, deftroying the roads, and mak- 
ing even the fmall rivers and guts impaffable. Light 
troops, without incumbrance, may perhaps move in 
any feafon, but it is not fo eaſy to convey a train of ar- 
tillery, with ftores, ammunition, camp-equipage, and 
i | provifions, 
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provifions, for a body of people not lefs than 38,coo 
in number, in a tempeftuous feafon, and through an 
enemy’s country, interfeéted with numberl-f{: f{treams, 
general!y overflowed. The effect of tne heat wis fa- 
tally experienced on the firft day’s march from Calpee; 
by the ignorance of the conduétors, or the obftinacy 
ot the commander, they moved out of the right 
courfe, and for want of water, and through tatigue, 
between 300 and 400 perfons, belonging to the army, 
or to its followers, died raving mad. Captain Craw- 
ford, one of the beft and braveft charaéters in India, 
died in that ftate, of two hours illnefs. Colonel Par- 
ker, Major Fullarton, Captain Afh, Captain Showers, 
and about ten fubalterns, happily recovered from dan- 
—— illneſſes, occafioned by the march. And when” 

olonel Goddard, after the death of Colonel Leflie, 
took charge of the army, although very little pro- 
greis had been made in the route, he found above a 
thoufand Sepoys in the hofpital. 


June 8. By letters from Colonel Leflie, it is difco- 
vered, that the Marratta {tates adjoining to the Jum- 
na, had oppofed the paffing of the army, and conti- 
rued a refiftance through the Bundlecund country ; 
that Moodajee Boofla, Rajah of Berar, had expreffed 
an unwillingnefs to admit the detachment near his ca- 
pital, the evident effect of diftruft ; that he difclaimed 
all political interefts and objects for himfelf;, that he 
refufed to join his troops with the Company’s; and that 
he recommended, in the ftronge{t terms, an accommo- 
dation with the Marrattas, offering himfelf as a mediator. 
Mr. Francis renewed his motion for the recall of the de- 
tachment, on account of the oppofition and obftruétion 
it had already received, and the ferther difficulties it 
would meet with. — The Governor’s reply merits par- 
ticular attention ; he defcribed the route of the army 
with fo minute a direction, and with fo pofitive a fe- 
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curity, through Bundilecund and Bapaul; he afferted fo 
confidently, the invitation and preffing folicitations of 
Moodajec Boofla to fend the army through his coun- 
try; and declared fo pointedly the political objeéts and 
interefts of that prince, that one would forbear even to 
doubt the moral poffibility of the facts alledged. He 
infinuated that the Marratta tribes were not under fud- 
jection tothe Paifhwa ; in order to imprefs an idea of 
their unimportance, as a {tate capable of annoying the 
march of the detachment.—What muft Mr. Haftings’s 
warmeft adherents.and advocates now think of his po- 
litical judgement and affeverations, againft proofs fo 
incontrovertibly pofitive, -if they pretend to vindicate 
his intentions ? 


‘Mr. Francis rejoined, in an able and fpirited minute, 
to all Mr. Hiaftings’s equivocations, fophiftry, and ill- 
founded affertions. — He obferved, That whether the 
Mrarrattas, as diftinét tribes, are under immediate fub- 
jection to the Paifhwa or not, was very immaterial, 
when a general alliance, and a common enemy, ope- 
rated on their interefts and mutual fecuriry. 





Mr. Haftings fur-reyoined, in terms that muft have 
ftruck the Directors with aftonifhmenr, if they attended 
to the expreffions, and their inequivocal tendency, by 
which he declared ‘** Sis unalterable determination te pro- 
<e fecute the meafure to the utmoft of his power to the con- 
“© clufion.”® — Fie faid, ‘* That the difgrace cf thofe who 
<< planned the expedition, the irreparable lofs of the credit of 
“<< this government, and a perpetual diftruft of all its future 
<c aéts, excluftve of the forfeiture of the advahtages for 
“* which tt was originally concerted, would be the infallible 
<c confequence of ftopping the expedition.” Do not thefé 
words mark, in {trong terms, and diftinguifhed cha- 
racters, the obftinate and imperious difpofition of the 
man, which is not to be with-held from its ee 
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by. felf-evident confequences, or immediate danger ? 
But æ thirft for plunder, and an avidity for power, bave 
“* ever been meotiues of hoftility and injuffice, to avaricious 
*“ men,” is the fentiment of a very fenfible, intelligence 
perfon,* one of Hafttings’s principal agents, in a late 
publication, ‘* Of the Hiftory and Management of the 
faft-India Company,” which is peculiarly applicable to 
the author’s own friend. 








By letters received the 11th June, from Bombay, 
dated the 2d May, they advife, that they had counter- 
manded the advance of Colonel Leflie’s detachment, 
until further orders. — That this ſtep was founded on 
the opinion they had formed of the prefent ftate of af- 
fairs, and their defire to refcue the Company from the 
heavy expence, and their troops from the dangers and 
difficulties of a march from Bengal to Bombay.” 


By letters of the oth May, received the 2rft June, 
they advife of having reveried the laft-mentioned refo- 
lution, within two days after the meafure was adopted ; 
and that ‘they had ordered Colonel LI.eflie to proceed. 

But they affigned no reafon for the alteration. , 








June 22. Confidering this extraordinary fluctua- 
tion and unfteadinefs in the Council of Bombay, and 
that no motives whatfoever were affigned for it, Mr. 
Francis reprefented to the Board, the hazard and difcre- 
dit of leaving a detachment at the difcretion of fuch 
Council; and, on that ground, urged again, but in 
vain, the neceffity of recalling it. 


June 29. Another letter from Bombay advifed the 
receipt of Inftructions from the Supreme Council, and 
that, in confequence thereof, they had directed Mr. 
Moſtyn 
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Moftyn to demand, from the Regency of Poonah, the 
feveral matters ordered by the Governor-general and 
Council. — Thar, conceiving the paffage of Colonel 
Leflie’s detachment to be attended with almoft infu- 
perable dangers and difficulties, they recommended, that 
in future, any reinforcement to them might proceed 
dire&tly from Madras, as the beft and eafic{t mode. — 
Thus, it is evident to demonftration, that the fafety of 
the detachment was more the effeét of chance than con- 
duct. 


July 6. The detachment having crofied the Jum- 
ma, and proceeded into the heart of a hoftile country, 
from whence its recall might be conftrued into a dif- 
graceful defeat and retreat, the Governor thought it 
no longer neceffary to difguife his real purpofes; on 
the 6th of July, he dropt the mafk, by the firft direct 
move towards the object which he fince appears to have 
had originally at heart, of an alliance with the Rajah of 
Berar, and which will appear to have been, (notwith- 
{tanding the reafons oftenfibly held out) the real object 
of the expedition. The myftery once unfolded, all 
further concealments were either ufelcefs or impracti- 
cable.—The great difficulty with Mr. Haftings appears . 
to have been, to find pretences for fo extraordinary and 
queftionable a ftep, as that of fending the Company’s 
troops out of the provinces, over land to the oppofite 
extremity of India, againft the very letter of repeated 
and pofitive orders, and to account for the enormous 
expences that muft attend it. To remove thofe dit- 
ficulties, no affertions were {pared, no artifice omitted, 
and no fophiftry unemployed. That point once car- 
ried, and the army out of the probable reach of be- 
ing recalled,—new facts are afferted, new principles 
eftablifhed, and new objects propofed. — The fame 
army, which originally was to have reinftated Roga- 
naut-row, and to fupport that intereft alone, is now 
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deftined to place Moodajee Boofla at the head of the 


Jarratta empire, as well in oppofition to Roganaut- 
ruv as to his adverfaries; and the Company to join 
with that prince in invading the dominions of their 
own ally, the Nizim of the Deccan. And yet Mr. 
Haftings, in the month of December following, de- 
clared, that this Moodajee Boofla, who was then dan- | 
geroufly ill, and expected to die, and who was to have 
been exalted to the Marraita Imperial throne, was. not 
the rea] Rajah of Berar, nor the pretender to the Ram- 
rajah-fhip, but the Naib, or Deputy Rajah of Berar, 
during the minority of the real prince. Im confequence 
ot this change in the deftination of the expedition, Co- 
Jonel I cflie was ordered to take his route through Be- 
rar, inflead of purfuing the direét eafy road through 
Malva; and, for the firft time, Madajee Scindia, the 
chief of that diftrict, was declared by Mr. Hfaftings, ta 
have had no friendly intercourfe or conneétion with the 
Company, and that he was always reprefented as a 
partizan with Nana-furnefe, againit them, and in fa- 
your of the French. | 





July 7. Advice arrived from Mr. Baldwin, the 
Company’s agent at Cairo, on the 7th July, which, 
however, proved premature, that war had been declared 
between France and Britain.—Mr. Francis recurred ta 
his original motion, and urged the necefiliry, in confe- 
quence of that event, of recalling the. detachment for 
the defence and protection of the Company’s principal, 
object. The Governor and Mr. Barwell perfitted as 
before, and ordered it to halt in Berar; while the Pre- 
fidency of Bombay were, by order ot thefe very per- 
ons who compote the majority, declaring war, and 
committing hoitilities, on the faith of recciving afft- 
ance from this very detachment, which; for that fole 
purpoie, offenfibly, was put under their abfolute au- 
thority, 
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July g. Ata time when, in confequence of the ad- 
vices trom Cairo, it was expected char the derence of 
the Company’s pofieffions would occupy the deliS$era- 
tions of the Supreme Council, to fecure their dominion 
and trade againft French invafions, Mr. Haftings pro- 
duced a laboured hiftory of the Ram rajah, the contti- 
tution of the Marratta emoitre; and fome remote pre- 
tenfions of Moodajee Booflu, by contanguinity, co the 
Marratta fovereignty. And conciuded with a propo- 
fal to enter into a treaty with Mboodajcee Boofli, who 
(he alledged) was at perpetual and inveterate warfare 
with the Regency of Poonah, and with the Soubah of 
the Deccan, with whom the Company were yet in 
terms of friendfhip by alhance and folenn treaties. 
And that a Company’s fervant thould be i:omediarely 
difpatched to him, with plenipotentiary powers to thac 
purpote. 


A fyftem of policy fo contrary to common fenfe; 
common juitice, and common faith, is difficuit’ro be 
juftified. Ifthe Marrattas witha French alliance, weré 
acknowledged by Mr. Hattings, * to be capable of refi- 

"fing acquiefcence to,” and ** obffru€ting upon an equality of — 
power, the Briti views in Hindoftan,’? wnat mutt the fame 
power, in conjunction with the Soubah, who is the rich- 
eft prince in India, and the probable junstion of the Sou- 

bah’s moft particular friend and infeparable ally Hyder- 

Alli-Cawn, produce to the Company’s diiadvantage, to- 

ward the total fubverfion or the Britifh emnire in Afa? 

Muft not fuch meafures render the Marrattas, not only 

ireconcilcable and inveterate, but defperate? Wouid 

not the union of thefe three powertul ftates, eafily over- 

run the Carnatic, and reltore to the Soubah the A 4 

northern Circars, which the Company now enjoy ? 

And after the reduction of ali the Compuny’s forts and 

garrifons on each fide of the peninfula, would not thac 

united power confine the remaining influcnce of the 

| 2 Company 
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Company to the Bengal provinces, and perhaps render 
them infecure ? Such an event, confidering the fhackles 
which the Company have impolitically held upon their 
allies in the interior countries, and the pinioned princes 
of the Carnatic, would, without a deviation from good 
faith and honour, rejoice their hearts, in the profpect 
which a native fuperiority would offer to their emanci- 
pation and enfranchifement. 


July 10. Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler, on the roth 
July, argued againft the propofals of Mr. Haftings on 
the preceding day, and urged the neceffity of putting 
Bengal in a ftate of defence, recalling the detachment, 
and iending a reinforcement from Madras to Bombay, 
to adi folely on a defenfive plan. 


July 11. The next day, the fubject was revived and 
canvaffed, with a motion for recalling the detachment. 
Mr. Wheler defired time to confider the nature and ex- 
tent of the intended treaty, before he pofitively deter- 
mined ; in which he was joined by Mr. Francis. The 
majority refolved on a treaty, and that Mr. Elliot be 
appointed to negociateit. The plan was not produced. 


July 18. Mr. Flaftings having prepared powers and 
inftructiens for Mr. Elliots embaily to Berar, produced 
them at the Board the 18th July, and were voted by 
himfelf and Mr. Barwell againit a ftrenuous oppofition 
by Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler. * It appeared upon 
thefe documents, that the treaty was to extend genc- 
rally, to offence and defence ; that Roganaut-row was 
to be fet afide; that Moodajce Boofla was to be placed 
at the head of the Marratta empire, and to be fupported 
in his pretenfions again{ft the Company’s ally, the Sou- 

bah 


e Mr. Wheler’s minute is ftrong, pathetic, and fenfible, againft 
the treaty and the expedition. 
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bah of the Deccan. This plan of new, hoftile, and ex- 
tenfive operations, which inftantly tended to involve 
all India, was propofed and urged by Mr. Hiaftings, ac 
the beginning of a French war, and at a time tnat all 
India beheld the Company’s growing power and ufurpa- 
tions with fearful, jealous eyes, without any availing 
and direét meafure taken or propofed, for the effectual 
fecurity of Bengal, or any other of the Company’s pot- 
feffions. + During all this time, the detachment halted 
at Chatterpore, a few days march from the Jumna. 
It appeared from Col. Leflie’s letters, that Mr. Haft- 
ings mult have been perfectly acquainted with all the 
tranfactions of the army; particularly in his letter of 
30th June, where he fays, ‘** Tbat be will criticaily ob- 
<< ferve the Governor’s private inftru€tions, in communicat- 
<< ing with bim, one poft before be does with the Board ~ in 
“c order that be may bave time to obferve upon it, before it 
«c reaches the Board, &c.” Yet at the Board, the Go- 
vernor conftantly defended him, and recommended to 
the Board to approve Colonel L.eflie’s violent and hof- 
tile attack upon the town and forcrefs of Mow, under 
the protection of the Marrattas, although the Gover- 
nor could not but be acquainted with the true motives 
of that barbarous depredatory meafure. 


Auguft 17. A letter from Bombay, dated 25th July, 
was received in Calcutta the 17th Aug. faying, ** Tbat 
<+ they bad declared ti: treaty of Poonab viclated, and 
“<< no longer binding oz tbe Company; that they bad 
“* determined to accept the offers of Moraba and ctbher 
s< Chiefs, who bad declared in favour of Roganaut- 


t row, 


+ To fave appearances at home, and to glofs over his own mea- 
fures, Mr. Haftings propofed feveral unavailing and. ineffeCual 
modes preparatory to defence; while, at the fame time, he con- 
nived at difmantling the grand arfenal of the atual arms. A nar- 
raiive of tranfactions in the ordnance department will appear in 
fupport of this allegation 
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« row, and accordingly bad determined te accompany 
“<< bim wi:b an army to Poonah, the beginning of Sep- 
«c tember.” = Notwinftanding Mr. Haftings’s projected 
treaty with Moodajce Boolu, he warmly approved the 
plan for reinila im itoganaut-row 3 yet fic reprefented 
Roganaut-row’s caule as Gelperate, aud the meafures of 
the Prefidency ot Bombay, ‘** as equival:nt to a refo- 
«< lution to do nothing.”” The meaning of which is, 
that he fupported meatures which he knew would not 
take effect. Burt, probably, he crufted that they might 
fave his projected detachment, at che hazard of the 
Bombay army, Bombay itleif, and all the Comuany’s 
factories on that fide of India. By letters trom Colonel 
Leflie it appeared, that the gentlemen or Bombay had 
direéted him to proceed in a direct courte to Poonah, 
inftead of the route through GuzzZerat to Baroach, or 
Surat, as had been pre-determined. 


In council, on the g iſt Auguft, fome reflections hav- 
ing been made by Mr. Francis on Colonel Leflic’s ex- 
traordinary delay at Chatterpore, the Boa:d agreed with 
him, that the caules deferved to be enquiied into. 


And on the 2d September, in the courfe of a warm 
debate on the ftay of the detachment at Chatterpore, 
Mr. Haftings uniformly defended and fupported Co- 
lonel Lefie, and with much apparent confidence in his 
conduét, referred to the event to juftify it. It after- 
wards appeared from the letters of Colonel Lefl e, that 
all thefe defences were fallacious and deceitful. Ina 
letter dated at Chatterpore, the goth July, Colonel 
Leflie tells Mr. Haftings, bluntly, That he had the 
«c Governors cwn private and public approbation of all the 
“<< meafures, which he bad fince condemned and execrated 
“<< bitterly.” We added, ** that be hopes for the Governor’s 
«c cwn reputation, that be believes the affertions of ignorance, 
< prefumption, and rapacity, imputed to bim (the Colonel) 
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“< in Captain Palmer's letter, to be true, for the following 
‘< tines in the fame letter from Capt. Palmer to Capt. Cocke- 
‘< rell, fey, Phat my difgrace is determined on, either by the 
et recall of the detachment, or by 77y fuperce mim tbe com- 
st mand, and that the efforts of friendfhip alone, not @ 
«< poffibiiity of my being innocent of thefe charges, protrafis 
“< the mecfure, and fufpends your refolution.’? This quo- 
tation from Captain Palmer’s letter muft have been 
very early in July, or the latter end of June. It ma- 
nifeftly proves, that the moſt facred trufts were facri- 
fced to private views, and private friendfhips, as the 
declarations by the Governor’s moft confidential fecre- 
tary, muít have had his authority. 


From the 22d Seprember to the sth Oétober, no 
material advices from: Tolonel Leflie had tranfpired. 
He had altered the pofition of his camp, but without 
any apparent intention to purfue the march. The hof- 
tility committed by him in the province of Bundle- 
cund (tbe Country of Diamonds) being as renrehenfible 
as the delay, and other circumftances, Mr. Francig¢ 
urged again, that his conduct fhould be enquired into ; 
but at the particular requeſt of Mr. Hlaftings, to defer 
gf, that influence predominated. Having received ac- 
counts of the death of Mr. Elliot, in his way to nego- 
ciate the treaty with: the Rajah of Berar, Mr. Haftings 
moved in council, that the commiffion be continued, 


and ‘another perfon appointed to carry it into execu- 
tion. : . 


It is a juftice due to fuperior merit, to digrefs in 
this place, in order to lament the too early fate of one 
of the moft promifing characters, and elevated genius, 
which dignity humanity ; and to fympathize with his 
relations and acquaintances ; for all who knew him were 
his friends, as well as ftrangers, to whom report only 
yielded an opportunity of admiring his virtues and ca- 
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pacity, for the death of Alexander Elliot, Efq.* ‘He 
fe}l a martyr to patriotifin, and fidelity to his employ- 
ers.— Afflicted with a diforder peculiar to the Eaft, 
which originates in bilious obftruétions, and in the cure* 
requires too copious an application of mercury ;_ his 
duty (as he thought, prevailed over reafon, in under- 
taking a long and harraffing journey, in the deluged’ 
feafon, without the poffibilicy of accommodations fuit- 
ed to his ftate. After leaving the Company’s territo- 
ries, he difcovered that Governor Chevalier, who had 
fecretly efcapéd from Chandernagore, was purfuing the 
fame route, before him. Knowing the ambitious de- 
figns of that man, and the accurate knowledge he had 
acquired in the politics of India, thefe fuggettions in- 
{tigated Mr. Elliot to endeavour, atall events, to feize 
his perfon, dreading that his liberty and arrival in 
France might be attended with the worft confequences- 
to the Company’s affairs, and the views of Britain, in 
India. He moved on by forced and fatiguing jour- 
neys, ftill tracing and approaching Mr. Chevalier.— 
Unfortunately, when he had the chace in view, one of: 
the large rivers of Catac, obftructed his progrefs, by: 
a fudden overflow of its waters. Zealand refolution ac- 
tuated him, regardlefs of the ftate of his body, and 
the medicines which he had ufed, and the exertion of: 
ftrength and aé¢tivity which the ftemming of a ra- 
pid ftream required, he undertook and fucceeded, in 
iwimmuing over the river, with a few of his attendants 
and fepoys.— He found Mr. Chevalier at the metropolis 
of Catac ; and although efcorted only by a company of 
{epoys, he claimed the perfon of Governor Chevalier 
from the Rajah, with {fuch fenfible and manly argu- 
ments in fupport thereof, that the Rajah yielded to Mr. 
Elliot’s eloquence, as fuperior-to that of Mr. Chevalier, 
and furrendered him up. As Mr. Elliot had but a 
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{mall efcort, and the longeft and moft dangérous part 
of his journey yet to encounter, he could not, without 
facrificing the objeét of his commiffion, return a guard 
to conduc Mr. Chevalier and his companion Mr. Mo- 
neron to Calcutta; therefore he engaged their paroles 
in writing, to furrender thenifelves as prifonets of war 
within a lirmnitted time, to the Governor-genéral. — 
Mr. Chevalier and Mr. Moneron petformed their en- 
gacements; Mr. Elliot purfued his route fot Berarg 
and died afew days thereafter. Thus, by an exertion 
worthy of Mr. Elliot, did he lofe his own life, the Com- 
pany a moft able and faithful fervant, and his country 
a loyal fubject. And Mr. Haftings; with oppcfité 
fentimients, accommodated his friend Mr: Chevalier, 
with a fafe and {peedy paffage to Verfailles. A mode 
of conveyance which Mr. Chevaliet could not have at- 
chieved in thrice the time, if at all, had he been fuf< 
fered to wander through the interior of India in dif- 
guife. ` 


On the 7th Oédtober, Mr. Haftings withdrew his 
motion for continuing the commiffion, and fending 
another perfon to execute it; but he perfifted,; notwiti- 
{ftanding, in forming the alliance with Moodajee Boof- 
la. Although he had difcovered, and, in confequence 
thereof, declared, That it was always more advanta- 
ee geous to wait for folicitations, than to make advanees.”” 


























The new inftructions sow propofed for the march 
of the detachment, witl be found to deferve particular 
attention. * ‘Fhe tendency of them was, that the de= 
tachment fhould be left ander the orders of the Prefi- 
dency of Bombay, for the exprefs purpofes of fup- 
porting any plan or defign for the reftoration of Ro- 
ganaut-row, and to — for the immediate ſatecy 

of 











© Vide the minute upon record. 
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of Bombay, againft a French invafion. Upon this oc- 
eafion, Mr. Haftings, tor the firft time, avowed a dif- 
eruit of Colonel Leflie, with an indire& proteffion of 
an intention to remove him. 


October 12. However important the fubjeét, con- 
fidering the charge and power with which Colonel L.ef- 
lie was intrufted, no reiolution was taken to remove 
him trom the command, until the 12th Oétober.— 
Mr. Haftings, upon that occafion, informed the Board, 
“* That it bad been the will of God to blaft his defigns by 
“< means which no buman prudence could have forefeen, and 
“* againft which be had therefore provided no refource.”” 
Xet he affirmed, * That the effects of the detachment will 
<< fiill anfwer bis mof fanguine hopes, and that the meafure 
“<< gtfelf is as advifeable now, and more fo, than when it 
“<qwas firft adopted.” Mr. Francis, with his wonted 
zeal, by a moit able minute, urged againit meddling, 
directly or indirectly, in the differences and pretenfions 
of the Marratta chiefs and minifters amongft them- 
felves.* << Ele briefly recapituiated his continued and 
iivariable oppofition to a caule, and meafures, fo in- 
confiftent with found policy, and the real interefts and 
fesurity of the Company’s polic Mons and trade, through 


every 


* ‘The Company’s pofitive injunctions in the general letter to 
Madras, dated 27th June, 1 770, againit offemtive and officious alli- 
ances, are peculiarly adapted to the fentiments exprefled by Mir. 
Francis, viz. ** Me have oniy Lere to enjoin you, to auoid, as much 
€ as in vou lics, È. coming parties in any difpute between the powers 
“< in India; and to pay the mny? firi obedience to our orders, for 
“< confining cur wiews io our prefent poffefions; the peace and fe- 
‘t curity of which are the utmof? /cope of our wijhes, as they wail 

neceffarily tend to advance the commerciai and vital tulerc/Ps of the 
E Company.” 

cc, Mr. Haftings was fecond in Council at Madras, upon the 18th 
April, 1771, when this letter was quoted in clear and ſatis ſactory 
juilificaticon of the ſentiments and conduct of that Board, and, tor 
rhai purpofe, entered upon their proceedings. 


<é 
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every fucceffive ftage thereof. He ftated the difap- 

pointment and failure in the pretended fupporc of Ro- 
ganaut-row and his partizans, their difperfion, and the 
imprifonment of his principal adherents in Poonah.— 
That, by advice trom Colonel Leflie, the detachment, 
in four months, had only marched 120 miles, at the 
expence of 12 lacks of rupees, or 3 lacks per month; 
that they were oppofed by a numerous body of Mar- 
rattas and natives ; and that they had yet above a thou- 
fand miles to march over.” Mr. Francis then defired in- 
formation onieveralintereftinge points—How money was 
to be fupplied ’—how prcvifions were to be conveyed ? 
—what probability there was, that the Rajah of Berar 
would receive and entertain them as friends and ales, or 
give them a paffage through his country ? or even, ad- 
mitting thefe facts to be reiolved favourably, ** Whether 
Mr. Haftings believes confidently, that if the army fhall 
meet with no interruption in its march, it will get to 
Bombay, in time to afford relief to that place, if it fhall 
be attacked, or that an attack had been preconcerted by 
the allied forces of the French and the Marrattas ?” 
It is a truth well known, that it is with violence to 
themfelves, and difficulty to their officers, that fea- 
poys will embark upon the fea, if at all. If the army 
had marched, as was originally intended, to Baroach 
or Surat, which are in the Guzzerat country, their dif- 
tance from Bombay would not only bevery great, but 
more difficult, by reafon of almott inacceMible defiles 
and paffes between hills, and the entire {pace inhabited 
by a numerous martial people, in that degree that they 
cou'd not yield more fpeedy fuccours to Bombay, than 
if chey were cantoned in the Bengal provinces. 


October 19. Chatterpore, which is the capita! of 
Bundlecund, is fituare near the weftern confine of thart 
rovince. Its diftance from Calcutta may be computed 
at twenty days ordinary journey fora native — 
2 cere 
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Here the detachment had long lain. Col. Leflie’s lat 
letter was laid before the Board upon the 19th Octo- 
þer, wherein he ftated the caufes which retarded his 
march, and accounts for his not having being hereto- 
fore more explicit in his communication to the Board, 
faying, ** Phat be had furnifhbed Mr. Haftings, at his 
% own fpecial defire, a particular journal of occurrences, 
t and therefore bad trufted to bim for Juch explanations as 
t: the Beard might defire to know.” Whe Colonel exprefied 
no apprehenfion ot Mr. Haftings’s refentment, or of any 
effects it could produce; but, on the contrary, fets 
him at open defiance in plain terms, and refufed to hold 
private correfpondence with him any longer. 





October 22. The Governor having received inti- 
. mation of the death of Colonel! Leflie at Chatterpore, on 
the 3d October, laid that information, and the Colo- 
mel’s private letters, before the Board, on the 22d; 
altnouyh the event had been known in the native cir- 
cle of Calcutta, and therefore to the Governor, moft 
probably, ieveral days before ; and it is a general con- 
jeCture, that the impoffibility of his recovery was effec- 
tually eltablifhed as an inevitable confequence, in the 
Governor’s mind, at the time he confented to his dif- 
miffion from the command of the army, on the 12th 
October. 


November 2. Colonel Goddard, as fecond, having 
fucceeded to the chief command of the detachment, 
ppon the death of Colonel Leflie, he advited that he 
found the military treafure-cheft empty, that he was 
obliged to draw bills for the fubfiftence of his troops ; 
that there were upwards of 1000 fepoys in the hofpital ; 
aud that, under thefe inconveniences, he had, notwith- 
tanding, proceeded on his march to Sagur. | 


On 
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On the r2zth November, the Governor propofed an 
arrangement for fupplying the detachment with money 
by remittances to Nagpore, the capital of Berar.—If 
it was not intended that the army fhall hale in thae 
country, the meafure was abfurd, becaufe if the de- 
tachment was to march without interruption to Bom- 
bay, it would be arrived there before remittances from 
Calcutta could reach Berar. ‘The propofition exprefied 
an immediate want of money, and to receive it in two 
months from this date, at a place confiderably more 
than a thoufand miles from the place of deftination. 
One would almoft fuppofe, that this propofition argued 
deliberate purpofes to walte the Company’s treafures, 
in the fame manner as the original expedition feemed 
calculated to confume their army. 














November 6. A private letter from Colonel God- 
dard, of the 22d Oédtober, with others from Moodajee 
Boofla and his minifters, to the Governor, were laid 
before the Board. ‘The Governor propofed to renew 
the negociation with Moodajee Boofla, on the princi- 
ples of Mr. Elhot’s inftruétions ; although it was but 
upon the yth of laft month, that he had declared, ‘* Jt 
<< would be more advantageous to wait for folicitations thax 
€c so make advances. And he propofed, that Colonel 
Goddard have charge of the negociation, with full 
powers to conclude. 









Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler oppofed the motion, 
but it was carried again{ft them.—They then objeéted 
to the private corre{pondence carried on between the 
Governor and the commanding officers of the Com- 
pany’s troops, thus detached out of the provinces, with- 
out any fixed deftination, or principle of aétion.—The 
private mode of correfpondence, fo univerfally exaéted 
and practifed by Mr. Haftings, with the commanding 
officer of the detachment, ought to be as much an ob- 

ject 
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je&t: of confideration, as it certainly was of fufpicion- 
One ot the objecting members obferved with great juf- 
tice, ** That it was very aificult and difirefing to thoſe 
‘© members of ccunci!, who difapprove of fuch a proceed- 
* ing, to exprefs their adifapprobation of it, in terms 
«c< that do not impiy perfonait difiruft of their Prefident- 
“© There was mo language (be faid) in which a total 
$c want of confidence in bis perfonal honour and vera- 
< city can be conveyed,: without a direé® affront to bim.” 
Mr. Francis, in his minute of this day, objected 
to the continuance of this correfpondence, in the 
-moft guarded and moderate terms, and more with a 
view to exculpate himfelf, than from any hope of in- 
fluencing Mr. Haftings’s conduét.—The practice is fo 
evidently wrong, and fo capable of being dangerous, 
and alfo opem to many obvious ill confequences, that it 
needs no illuftration.—By the private letters which Mr. 
Haſtings produced on the 22d October, (which may 
have.been feleéted, as his private letters to Colonel 
eflie were not laid before the Board) it appeared that 
he pofieffed material information in many inftances, 
which ought to have had direét and immediate com- 
munication to the Governor-general and Council. The 
letter of goth July in particular, eftablifhes two very 
interefting facts. iſt. That, whereas Mr. Francis ap- 
pears on the face of the confultations, to obferve Colo- 
nel Leflie’s conduct with attention, and to cenfure it 
with fome degree of feverity, while Mr. Haftings con- 
{tantly fupported and defended him; it ‘is neverthelefs 
true, that at leaft fo early as the end of June, Mr. Haft- 
ings muft have thought infinitely worfe of Colonel Lef- 
lie’s condudct, than even Mr. Francis, who had no light 
to guide him, but the public letters. 2dly, T hat where- 
as Mr. Haltings, about the endof June, if not fooner, 
muft have conceived the very worft opinion poffible of 
Colonel Leflie, he took no ftep to remove him from the 
command till the 12th Og¢tober, when, in all probabi- 

lity, 
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uty, he was thoroughly affured that there was no pofi- 
bility of his recovery, if his intelligence did not amount 
to a certainty that he was then dead.* So thar, in his 
own principles, he muft have left the condué of ‘this 
moft important interprize in the hands of aman, whom 
he does not fcruple to accule of ignorance, prefumption, 
and rapacity. 


A motion was fent in circulation by the Governor, 
on the 23d November, to revoke the power delegated 
on the 15th October, te the Prefidency of Bombay, of 
commanding the march and route of the. derachmenr.’ 
Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler protefted againft it, as 
not Only inconfiftent with all the principles hithertdé 
avowed, and with the oftenfible objeéts heretofore pro⸗ 
pofied to be accomplifhed by the expedition, but as not 
corre{ponding with, or capable of being juftified, by 
the reafons affligned for w. Let the direction of this 
motion, and the reafons in fupport of it, be compared 
with the language held by Mr. Haftings, on the 12th 
October laft, when he violently cenfured the Prefidency 
ef Bombay, for not puthing matters to extremity againft 
the Marratta regency in favour of Roganaut-row, and 
how much pains he took to fix refponfibiliry upor them’ 
for paft and future mifcarriages in the operations of 
the detachment: He faid, ** They bave done nothing. 
< Tbey have attempted nothing. They have neither avail- 

<< of 
































© This circumftance will admit a fevere fufpicion, and imply 2 | 
dangerous connivance. It ftrongly implies a comfidence of Colo- 
nel Leflie’s death, before the accounts of his difmifiion from the 
command could reach Chatterpore. A violent man, im preffied with 
refentment, and wounded by his difgrace, would be too apt to 
blab dangerous truths. And thefe fufpicions are heightened by tife 
menace and defiance which are pretty plainly couched-in his late 
letters, particularly that of the 3oth of July: where, confident of 
holding taft by a /ecret, on which he could rely, he thook off all re- -. 
ftraini. 
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4 ed themfelves, nor wifhed to avail themfclves of 
<< events. They bave no inftrument left, nor uny incli- 
“<< nation to feek for ome. In fhort, we are abandoned 
< by them, after all that we have done for their re- 
s lief.” — And the indignation with which he pretend- 
ed on the fame day to relent a fufpicion exprefled by 
Mr. Francis, that the detachment was really never meant 
to proceed to Bombay; which Mr. Fiaftings replied co, 
in thefe lofty words: <s Jf there are men in England fo 
<< devoid of commen fenfe, as to fuppofe it poffible for 
<< me to bave formed a plan oftenfibly profeffed for the af- 
s< fiftance of Reganaut-row, but really meant as a cover 
<< for other defigns, let them. Whoever they be, or tw 
s“ whatever relation they may fiand to this government, 
“© fucb opinions will give me no kind of concern?” If 
thefe expreffions were not meant as a mafk upon trea- 
chery ot the dceepeft fhade, they arofe trom a con- 
{cioufnefs of guilt, and premeditated abufe, which 
therefore nothing but the moft infulting effrontery could 
brave. Indeed, they are only a fpecimen of his uni- 
form conduc fince the death of Sir John Clavering. 










By a letter received the 30th November from Mr. 
Lewis, the acting refident at Poonah, dated the 27th 
October, the following information is conveyed : 
<= By orders from Governor Hornby, I have fent away ail 
“ the fepoys who came with Mr. Mofyn, and am in 
bourly expeétation of being recalled myfelf, as the Go- 
vernor writes me, that the Secret Committee bave de- 
termined on acting againft this government.” Thus, 
ın virtue of the difcretionary powers, and the vio- 
lent and pofitive inftru€tions accompanying it, which 
were fent to the Prefidency of Bombay on the 18th 
March, according to the predi&ion of Mr. Francis, in his 
remark onthe 6th article of the inftructions, that Pre- 


fidency declared war deliberately againft the Marratta 
empire. 


ae 
Ec 


From 
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From the 15th November to the 21{t December, the 
Board received but one letter from Colonel Goddard, 
dated the 5th November, by which it only appears, that 
he was engaged in hoftilicies with Palagee Pundit, who 
harrafied his march with 5000 Marratta horfe ; and, on 
the fame day, Mr. Haftings produced a private letter 
of the 16th November, from Colonel Goddard to bim- 
felf. The detachment was then at Beerfea, 25 cofs, 
or 50 miles from the Narbudda; his march ftill inter- 
rupted, and his fupplies cut off by Palagee Pundit. He 
fays, that he had received friendly letters from Mooda- 
jee Boofla, bur that ic was plain he would rather fome 
agreement was entered into for his fecurity, before the 


army marched into his territory. An evident mark of 
diftruit. 



























On the fame day, Mr.* Haftings produced the cop 
of a letter from Moodajee Boofla to Colonel Goddard, 
dated the 23d November, which had been jforwarded 
direct from Nagpore to Calcutta. He lays before Co- 
Jonel Goddard, in the ftrongeft colours, a detail of the 
preparations making by the Poonah Government, to 
oppofe his march, and of. the dangers and difficulties 
which he muft expect to meet with.* He declines join- 
ing him with a body of his troops; obferving that it 
would produce no good effect, but would remove the 
veil from the bufinefs, and leave their defigns expofed ; 
that it would deftroy the friendfhip eftablifhed between 
him and the Paifhwa, and the Nizam-ul-Muluck, Sou- 
bah of the Deccan, and expofe his dominions to the ra- 
vages of the armies of the Deccan and the'Paifhwa, in 
Berar and at the Gauts: Finally, he advifes Colonel 
Goddard to write all — particulars to Calcutta, and 

wait 





















© Thefe defigns and preparations were diverted by the a proach 
ef the Bombay expedition. Otherwife it is beyond a dogi: that 
Colonel Goddard’s expedition muit have failed. 
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wait for orders from thence, and until their arrival, ta 
gontinue on the banks of the Narbudda. In the mean 
time, be recommends to Colonel Goddard te write an 
-amiicabie letter to the Paifhwa, to defire a fafe paflage 
tis: -Gah his dominions to Bombay, with affurances thar 
the march of the detachment had no ather obje& than 
to ftrengcthen the place againſt the defigns of the French. 
After this explicit explanation, by the Rajah of Berar, 
is if queftionable, whether Mr. Haittings did not, in 
every itage of this bufincfs, urge and ftimulate the peo- 
ple in Bombay, to force on a Marratta war at all events, 
and cto undertake the wild and rath expedition from 
thence to Poonah, let the event be ever fo fatal, for 
the exprefs purpefe of drawing the main force and at- 
tenun of the Marrattas to that objeét only, -and by 
that means to {ccure the march of his own projected 
Gderachment in fatety, and Without moleftation. An 
effect which the dereat of the Bombay army, and the 
seduction of Pondicherry and Mahé, actually produced. 
This aliegation involves a heavy charge. In the defeat 
of the Bombay army, the difgraceful condition to which 
they were reduced, and in the violation of public faith, 
the Company and the Britifh nation have {ubmitted to 
an indelible ttain on their fame, in every honourable 
fenfe, which time will, with difficulty, be {carcely able 
to obliterate, * | 

















After 


> To fhew, as well the dreadful opinion conceived of Englith 
faith, as the juft and amicable difpofition of the Poonah Govern. 
ment, an ab:tract from two letters, written by the Paifhwa to Ga. 
vernor Hailings, received in Calcutta on the 7th and 12th Decem- 
ber current, referred to in the Appendix, A, No. 4, and 5» will ap- 
ply alfo in this place as notes. : . 


rFIRS T LET Tt FE 

s I call God to witnefs, that, out of regard to the friendthip and 

¢¢ alNance of the Company, and the Englifh Chiefs, I difmiffed 

«© the French Envoy, without negotiating, or even converfing with 
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him. 
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After producing this copy of a letter from Mooda- 


jee Boofla ro Colonel Goddard, Mr. Haftings informed 
the Board, that Moodajee Boofla, notwithftanding all 
his former affertions, and declarations in his praife and 


favour; 


him. — I have lately heard, that fome of your people (Colonel 
Leflie) have hoftilely poffeffed themfelves of the fort of Calpee, 
which belongs to this government. ‘This meafure is widely re- 
moved from the faith of the folemn treaty executed by the Erg- 
lih. When the Governor of Bombay, in former times, put on 
the maifk of friendfhip, for the purpofes of deceit, and aided the 
enemy of this government, regarding yox, Sir, as fuperior to 
all the other chiefs, I made peace and friendfhip with pca, and 
thefe are the fruits produced by this friendfhip ”’ | 

<< You write, that the maintaining of friendfhip and ftrict union 
between our itates, is your refolve. — Is it, in effe&t, for the pre- 
fervation of friendfhiip, that you trouble the dominions of this 
government? — Such a mode of conduét is inconiiftent with the 
maxims and ufages of high and illuftrious Chiefs. It is mutuall¥ 
incumbent on us, to preferve inviolate the terms of the treaty- 
Should any deviation arife therein; they are the effects of the will 
and difpenfation of God.’’ 


SECOND LETTER. 
2It is univerfally allowed, that there is nothing in the world 
more excellent than friendfhip and harmony, which are blefiings 
to mankind in general. ‘The maintenance of every article of the 
treaty, is equally incumbent on both parties. It is not ttipulated 
im any article of the treaty, thar either party may iead forces 
through the dominions of the other, without contulting him be- 
fore hand; and caufe trouble and diitrefs tothe people. To 
what rule of triendfhip can be attributed the ttationi:ig garrifons 
in the country of the other party? What has happened, is 
then agreeable to Englifth faith. — In proof of this afiertion, be 
it obferved, that Colonel Leflie has kept with him Roganaut- 
row’s vakeel, and, in conjunction with him, co:.ctts money from 
the dominions of this government, by intimidating its fubj=cts, 
This being the cafe, what becomes of your ailurances before re- 
cited ?”? — Afier recapitulating many abules and circumtitances, 


with juit reproaches on the mode of adminiliering the Company’s 


vernment in Calcutta and Bombay, he concludes thus, — ** dtr 
as the dilate of found policy, that you withdraw veur tro-ps are 


ad jour OW, territory. T bis will be a convincing proof of the fince- 


es rity 
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favour, was not the real Rajah of Berar, but only the 
Naib rajah, or deputy, during a minority; and thať 
he was then at the point of death. 





Mr. Francis finding that all this important intelli- 
gence was not followed by any motion from the Gover- 
nor, propofed two queftions to the Board. *; Firft, 
That it appeared that Moodajee Boofla was not inclined 
to join Colonel Goddard.—Secondly, That it was Moo- 
dajee Boofla’s opinion, that the continuance of Colo- 
nel Goddard’s march would be attended with the great- 
eft dificultics and dangers.” The object of thefe quef- 
tions appears evident, if they had not been refolved in 
the negative, by Mr. Haftings and Mr. Barwell, to 
have been to eftablifh the affirmative, as a ground for 
recalling the derachment, or fending it along the Nar- 
budda to Baroach. 








By Moodajee Boofla’s letter of the 23d November, 
it is fingularly maniicit, that, on that day, or any day 
before, he had not entertained even a remote idea of 
breaking with the Poonah Government; that he was 
alarmed for the fafety of his own country and very de- 
termined not to join Colonel Goddard, and unwilling 
to allow the detachm=:nt to enter his country under any 
pretext. He {peaks the language of a man of fenfe, 
and he advifes and repreients faéts and apparent cir- 
cumttances like a candid friend, and a lover of huma- 
nity ard juftice. But his letters difcover no appear- 
ance of tha: intrepid firm character, which Mr. Haſt- 

ings, 


E rity cf your friend. Lip, and will fpread the fame of your good name 
s< throughout the univerfe. From the commencement of the govez- 
“ ment of the Paijerva, they bawe entered into treaties with many of 
** the Chiefs of t-e Faff aud bi eff. and have never betore experien- 
ced fuch a want ot taiin, from any one. — Nor ever, to the pre- 
‘ fent time, Geviateu isem their engagements, or been wanting to 
‘s the uutes of fricnufhip and alliance. The biame reitsJwith you.” 








ings, (with delufive enthufiafm feemingly) afcribed ta. 
him, in his letter to Divagee ‘Pundit, the Rajah’s mi- 
nifter, on the 23d November, ‘* as a perfon ——— 
ss (ptrit and bravery,” on which he (Mr. Haſtings) pro- 
fefied to reft his hopes, ‘* tbat be would ardently catch at 
<< the objeéis prefented to bis view.” And though it may 
be ftrictly true, as Mr. Haftings faid in the fame letter, 
< That, in the whole of bis own conduct, be bad departed 
<< from the seemmon line of policy, in making advances, whem 
< others in bis fituation would bave waited for folicita=x 
“© tions ;”?* ic does not appear that all his advances, and 
the flattering object preíented to his ambition, have 
produced either an ardour, or a favourable impreffion 
on the mind of Moodajee Boofla. 








But if, after all, Moodajee Boofla be not the seal 
Rajah of Berar, it remained to be confidered, whether 
the ftate of Berar could be bound by any act of his; 
or whether the alliance, offenfive and defenfive, which 
Colonel Goddard was directed to form with him in che 
terms of Mr. Elliot’s commiffion, could be concluded 
with honour and fafety to the Company, when it was 
previoufly admitted, that one of the parties had no 
right in his own perion, and the character in which he 
appeared, to conclude fuch alliance. 















On the 28th December, the Governor moved in 
council, that two battalions be ordered from the bar- 
racks in Calcurta,+ under the command of Major Ca- 
mac, to reinforce Colonel Goddard, in order to fupply 
all loffes which the detachmenc had fuffered by Colonel 

| Leflic’s 


e Vide the letter in Appendix, A. No. 1. 

+ The nof diitant ftation of all the Compamy’s garrifons, from 
the country where Colonel Goddard’s army lay. Beiides that, the 
motion had an immeuiate tendency to weaken and ex the prin- 
cipal fortrefs and capital, by which the Britath empire in India hung 
faipended. 
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Lefie’s delays, and by the length of their march. That 
they fhould proceed to the weftern frontier of Palla- 
Moro, and there wait the directions of Colonel God- 
dard, either for a junétion with him, for the proteéion 
of Nloodajee Boofla’s capital, or to preferve the commu- 
nication with the Company’s provinces. Before the 
gucftion was put, Mr. Francis defired to iee the returns 
of the detachment, that the Board might Know what 
fofs it had really tuffered, and on what grounds the re- 
inforcement was propofed. But, no return; no letters; 
mo explanations ot any kind, were produced. Mr. Bar- 
well declared, * That there was no indifpenfible neceffity 
“c to influence the propofitsons; and that if be was to forss 
< bis opinion, fimply on the neceffity of the thing, be fhould 
“* certuinly vote againft the march of the troops.” Mr. 
Hiaftings, under colour of an objection urged by Mr. 
Francis, to the private correfpondence carricd on be- 
tween him and the commanding officer, faid, * That be 
“* bad been thereby difcouraged from affording the Board, im 
ec tbeir coilellive capacity, thofe lights, which upon many 
“ points were neceffary for their information.” Let the 
world judge of a declaration, fo daring and bold, from 
the chief iervant of a company of merchants, acting in 
immediate concert with a council, whofe opinions had 
power to over-rule his own. It will not admit of ani- 
madverfion, the language being too plain and explicit, 
as it was exprefied. 























Other remarks of ferious confequences occur upon 
the proceedings of this day. A reinforcement is or- 
dered, upon a fimple prefumption that the detachment 
has fuffered a confiderable lofs. No return, or letters 
are produced to prove it, and all lights avowedly with- 
held from the Board. Mr. Barwell, at the fame time, 
s: denies the meceffity of the meafurc.”” And Mr. Haftings 
himfelf, in the courfe of the debate, obferves, ‘* Thaf 


<: the lofs bears no degree of proportion to the reinforcement, 
ee and 
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“t and has, in effe, been inconfiderable.” The purpofe 
of this reinforcement muft therefore be, to provide for 
the protection of Nagpore, the capital of Berar; or, 
as Mr. Barwell exprefied it, ‘* to give that fecurity to the 
“< poffeffions of the Berar Chief, as to difpel every appreben- 
t fion be may entertain of the hoftilities with which be may 
“* be threatened.”” From thefe explanations, it is to be 
underftood, that the Rajah of Berar, who with the af- 
fiftance of the detachment, was to oyerfet the Marratta 
{tate, and to invade the dominions af the Deccan Sou- 
bah, wants, now, two battalions of the Company’s fe- 
poys for the protection of his own capital, and the fe- 
curity of his dominions. 


December 31, 1778. In confequence of the refolu- 
tion of reinforcing Colonel Goddard’s detachment, the 
Governor moved, upon the 31ft December, in council, 
that although two battalions of fepoys were more than 
equal to the lofies fuftained by the detachment, yet ag 
it may be advifeable to guard againft al? pofible contin- 
gencies, which it may not be fo eafy to provide for in 
-future, he therefore propofed that zoo rank and file, 
fepoys, without officers or arms, be added to Major Ca- 
mac’s two battalions; and that in this unarmed and gs- 
oficered {tate, unaccompanied by any efcorrt, through a 
long and hazardous country, to join Major Camac at 
Biffnepore, from the Prefidency, Midapore, and Ba- 
tampore.* 











Mr. Francis oppofed the meafure, by a nervous, pi- 
thy minute, in which he was fupported by Mr. Wheler: 
Fie cenfured as well the unmilitary and dangerous ex- 
pedient, as the addition altogether. The majority, at 


length, 








° ‘The firft advance to Major Camac, to defray the charge of 





— — was 436,793 Current rupees, equal to 43,680}. 
rling. 
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Jength, yielded to the reafons urged againft the Unarmed 
and unofficered march, and confented, that they march 
wiih arms. 








On the 4th January, 1779, Mr. Haftings informed 
the Board, that by a letter trom Colonel Goddard, da- 
ted the 30th November, the detachment was arrived 
on the banks of the Narbudda, after a fatiguing march 
through difficult paffes in the mountains, and that he 
then faw no impediment to his croffing the river. 







By letters of the 2d and sth December, communi- 
cated by Mr. Haftings on the 7th January, Colonel 
Goddard informs the Board, that he had croffed the 
Narbudda, and was encamped on the fouthern banks 
of that river, within the territory of Berar, where he 
waited to be informed of the Rajah’s final refolution. 
He fays, “4 shat all the artillery and gun carriages were 
“* much. fhattered, and in want of repair , but that the num- 
“t ber of fick was reduced from 1000 to about 400.” 





The Governor prefented to the Board, a long and. 
interefting letter from Mogdajee Boofla, under date the 
5th December, which was received in Calcutta the 2d 
inítant. Inftead of joining Colonel Goddard, the Ra- 
jah gives Mr. Haftings a great deal of good advice, 
both moral and political, concerniag the prefervation of 
peace, fidelity of engagements, juftice, clemency, &c. 
but in particular, ** be recommends it to bim to aé with 
* deliberation, and to proportion bis means to bis ends,” 
obferving, ** that it 1s a proverb, that whatever is deli- 
<< Lerately done, is done well.” The letter breathes fo 
much good fenfe, humanity, juftice, and found doc- 
trine, that in juftice to its author, it will obtain a place 
in the appendix; to which an attentive perufal is re~ 
commended, for the fatisfaction of the reader.* 








| On 
al Vide Appendix, A. No. z. 
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On the whole, it appears clearly, by thefe letters, 
that the Rajah of Berar, never had an idea of the na- 
ture and extent of Mr. Hattings’s views, much lefs of 
waging war againft the Marratta regency, and the Sou- 
bah of the Deccan, or of entering into any engage- 
ments with the Company, that could lead him into a 
rupture with either of thefe ftates, his neighbours. In- 
deed, Mr. Haltings, in his recited letter of 23d No- 
vember, avows, * that the fuggeftion originated folely in 
“* bimfelf, that be laid it as a bait to the Rajab’s ambi- 
“* tion, that without obferving the common and neceffary 
“* rules of policy, be bad advanced, unfolicited, and that he 
“< bad trufted to the Rajab’s approved bravery and /fpirit, 
“* to catch ardently at the objeéi, which the Governor’s in- 
“< genuity and perfonal friendfhip bad generoufly defigned for 
* bis aggrandifement.” The Rajah, wifely preferring 
peace in mediocrity, to the flattering but uncertain bait 
thus offered to his ambition, undertook to vindicate 
the Paifhwa from the defigns imputed to him by the 
Company’s fervants, of a fecret connection with the 
French, and earneftly offers his own mediation to ef- 
fect a perfect reconciliation, an offer which fhould im- 
mediately have been accepted of. Thefe fentiments in 
the Rajah, fhould have been confidered as a ftep to- 
wards taking a direct part with his countrymen, if the 
Company declined to acquiefce in his mediation, which 
{ftrongly impiied a diftruft in their faith and honour, as 
acting under the fame iniatiable influence.* Ac all 
events, he difclaims every thought of joining the Com- 
pany againit the Miarrattas. After enumerating the 
feveral chiefs, and their forces, who were prepared to 
oppofe Colonel Goddard, he exprefsly fays, ‘$ T he junc- . 
€: g10n of a body of my forces with Colonel Goddard’s, would 

H i “ avail 











° The Rajah, accordingly, joined in the confederacy againft the 
Company, when his offers of mediation were rejected, and he found 
that the views of Mr. Hatitings wer: apparently hoftile to ali the 
native fitates of Hindoftan. | 
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“s guail nothing in the face of fuch large armies, -but wtoould 
at involve mein tbe preateft loffes, yet meithber was- ït 
<< j for Colonel Goddard to return, which would di- 
e mikib the awe and refpet tn which be was beld.” In 
the end, he telts, * shat the times require, that a concili- 
e ation take place with the Poonab minifters.” ‘Thus all 
India beheld the critical fituation to which Mr. Haft- 
ings’s politics had precipitated the power, which,. when 
be entered upon the adminiftration thereof, was vener- 
sted and courted by all, except Hyder-Alt-Cawna, who 
dreaded ‘it. 




















Suppofing it poffible, that every objeétion to the 
mmeafure, on the Bia of prudence or — — could 
be an{wered or removed, or that any degree of fuccefs 
tid hereafter furnifh ah unexpected argument im its 
defence, there is Rill another important point of view, 
ga which zt becomes the Company’s dignity and- wif— 
dom to confider it. When Mr. Haftings engaged the 
Company’s arnrs in offenfive wars, without neceffiry or 
provocation, when he implicated their government in 
treatics and alliances with the Indian powers, of which. 
war, acquifition, and conqueft, are the fole objeéts ; 
when he fent their troops far away from the defence of 
their own territories, when be diffurbed the peace of 
India, and when he avowed a vain, ambitious purpofe, 
fo far as. to declare, “* If the Britifh arms and influence 
“< bave jufferead a fevere check in the weftern world, it is 
“* the more jmcambent on thofe who are charged with the in- 
“* terefts of Great Britain in the Eaft, to exert themfekves 
st for the retrieval of the national lofs. That we bave the 
“ means in our power, and that with fuch fuperior advan- 
“< sages as we poffefs over every power which can oppofe us, 
“* we 



































— — —* — age ag ag on who knew the {pjri 
and e Ə wW e projctis pany s leading ervan 
in India. It is borrowed, literally. y | M — 
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s< we fhould not ac? merely on the dcefinjive.”” Did not Mr. 
Haftings, by this declaration, tubverc the fundamental 
principles of the Company’s policy ? D.d he nor difo- 
bey their repeated and mot peremptory commands, 
and tranfgrets every line of limitation witich they had 
preferibed for the a!miniftration of their affairs in In- 
dia? If the affirmative fhould appear true, the Court 
of Directors will undoubtedly recall to their remem- 
brance, the principles on which the Rohilla war was 
unanimoufly condemned by them, and how grofsly their 
coacemnation of that meature has been lighted. They 
will refiect on the nature and extent of the trult repofed 
in them by the Company, and by the nation; and fe- 
rioufly confider, on how precarious a foundation, the 
Bricifh empire in India ftands, when one daring indivi- 
dual can, at his pleafure, fubvert every principle of 
their government, violate their moft pofitive orders and 
folemn inftructions, contemn their authority, and fet 
their power at defiance. It will nor, it is to be hoped, 
be too late for them to weigh the difgraceful and dan- 
gerous confequences of uniting conftant condemnation 
with conftant impunity, and of continuing men in fta- 
‘tions of the higheft truft and dignity, whom, if we 
may rely on the opinion they have repeatedly expreffled 
of their conduct and character, they ought nor to think 
worthy of the loweft. 





January tr, 1779. Mr. Francis, at a Board held 
the aith January, delivered a minute to be recorded, 
in which his fentiments are ftated at large, reipecting 
Moodajee Boofla’s conduét, and the critical pofition of 
the detachment, as well as that clearnefs of peripicuity 
and ability, which have diftinguifhed his oppofition and 
general conduct.* In this minute, the contents of the 
Rajah’s letter are ftrictly canwvaffed, and a conclufion 
drawn f:om them, that recalling the detachment would 


® Wide the minute in Appendix, A. No. 2. 
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be the moft advifeable ftep in a fituation which admits 
of no one eligible refolution. To thts meaiure, the 
Governor, as the ftronge(tt proof he could exhibit of 
the wnanfwerable fentiments and arguments, compo- 
fedly replied thus: ‘* I bave feen Mr. trancis’s mi- 
$$ mute, and do mot think nec: ffary or proper to reply - 
o 26." 





Ina day or two after, the Board received the firft 
intelligence, by way of Madras, of the motion of an 
army from Bombay, to reinftate Roganaut-row in the 
Regency of Poonah. | | | 


January 25. Letters of the 30th December, from 
Moodajee Boofla, were produced in Council on the 25th 
January, confirming in the moft explicit terms, the de- 
clarations he had made fome weeks before in his letters 
to Colonel Goddard and the Governor, ftill urging the 
neceflity of an accommodation with the Regency of 
Poonah, and refufing to join the Company againft 
them. On this day, the Governor, notwithftanding his 
profeffed refolution, not to anfwer Mr. Francis’s minute 
of the 11th inftant, quoted and reprobated the opinion. 
contained in if, in terms full of pafon and contempt. 
Yet with fo many new and material facts before him, 
with the certain knowledge of Moodajee Boofla’s final 
refolutions, and of the meafures taken at Bombay in 
favour of Roganaut-row, he himfclf propofed nothing, 
bur left Colonel Goddard without orders or initruétions 
of any kind l H 


Letters from Bombay of the r2th December, receiv- 
ed abour the 28th Jsnuary, advifed that their forces, 
amounting to 3910, Officers included, had aétually 
taken the field, to conduét Roganaut-row to Poonah. 
That they had come to that refolution‘on the s2th Oc-' 
tober. That they had concluded a new treaty with Ro- 

l | canaut- 
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ganaut-row. That their latent intelligence from Europe, 
gave them not the imalleft apprehenfion of danger to 
Bombay in the abtence of their troops. That the whole 
conduct of the expedition, was entrufted to a commit- 
tee confifting of Mef. Carnac, Egerton, and Moftyn.: 
That whatever turn affairs might cake at Poonah, they 
fhould certainly require a confiderable augmentation of 
their force to detend their new acquifitions, and garri- 
fon Bombay. That Mr. Draper diflented from the 
whole of the meafure. And that Hyder-ANi-Cawn 
continued to fhew a difpofition very favourable to the | 
French. They concluded with requefting the govern- 
ment of Bengal, immediately to fend them the annual. 
fupply. Mir. Haftings declared his intention of laying 
femme propofitions before the Board, in a few days, in 
confequence of the preceding advices from Bombay. 














February 1, 1779. By letters from Colonel God- 
dard, dated the 6rh January, communicated on the «ft 
February, tt appeared that he was ftill in the fame pg 
fition at Hiuffanadad, on the banks of the Narbudda, 
but that he propofed moving, in a few days, towards 
Poonah. From an accurate map of the route, the dif- 
tance from-Fiufianabad to Poonah, appears to be 470 
Englifh miles. As the Prefidency of Bombay had ré- 
folved on the expectitign, fo early as the 12th October, 
and the power of commanding the detachment havin 
then, not been counterananded, they were culpable in 
riot ordering matters fo, that the two armies fhould ap- 
pear before Poonah at the fame time; when, by a di- 
vifion of the Marratta forces, it is highly probable, that 
fucceis would have atrended the Company’s arms. But 
_this,does not appear to have been. an part of Mr. 

Fiaftings’s plan ; and the Prefidency of Bombay were 
fó corifidenc of fuccefs, that they were unwilling to fuf- 
fer aefy- others to participate, either in the emoluments 
pr the credit of it. - ‘A a 
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- Et appeared alfo, by Colonel Goddard’s letter, that 
foon after croffing the Narbudda, he had deputed Lieu- 
tenant Weacheritone to Nagpore, in order to. prefs 
Moodajce Boofla to conclude the treatv, and immedi- 
ately to enter upon the execution of it; bur. without 
the {mallet fuccefs. That the Rajan declined entering 
into any treaty, or taking any aétive parc whatever, till 
further accounts fheu:d arrive from Calcucta. That, 
to. colour this retuiai, the Rajah pleaded the parr taken 
by the Council ot Bombay, in tavour of Roganaut raw 5 
and that he folicired, as well as recommended the-relin- 
quifhing of Rezganaut-row, a:d accepting of  ter-ns 
from the preicnet min:ftcriai party in. Poonah: ,Affur-. 
edly the Rajah was jultified to r-fenting the meafures. 
purfued in favour ot Roganaur-row, fo very different 
from the repeated folemn declarations and affurances by, 
Mr. Haftings to himielf, to his Vakeel, and to the 
Miarratta minifters, which is particularly mentioned ‘in 
a. patiage of the Rajah’s lecter ot the 5th December to 
Mr. Haftings himfelf, in thefe words, ‘* That bis Va- 
+< keel.in Calcutia bad it from Ms. Haftings’s own mouth, 
“* that it never was, nor is, defigned by the Lnglifh chiefs, 
“<< to fapport Kogenaut-row;”? and that on tbe faith of 
thefe reiterated declarations, he had ventured to imprefs 
the Regency of Paqonah with the fame affurances. It is 
proper, hqweyer, to obferye that the Rajah had been 

xed ina pacifjc reiolution long before it was poffible 
for him to have heard of the movements at Bombay, 
which was evident by his:ufing the fame language on. 
the 23d November. to Colonel Goddard, with that on. 
the 30th December to Mr. Haftings, and the army 
did. not move from Bombay until the 22d November. 
It mult, neverthelefs, be admitted, that- the fupport 
thus given to Roganaut-row would naturally confirm 
the Rajah in his firt refolution. It is very evident, 
that Mr. Haſtings -amufed the: people of Bombay, by 
inftigating them to fupport the caufe of Roganaur- 
3: EOW 
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row, and kept them in total ignorance, as to his 
views in favour of the Rajah of rar, and the real 
deftination of the expedition from Bengal under Colo- 
nels L.eflie and Goddard, whofe orders were in confe- 
"quence as inconftant as a fhuttle-cock, alternately placed 
under the authority of the gentiemen in Bombay, or 
refurmed by the Supreme Board, or countermanded from 
Bombay to Surat, from Surat to Poonah, from Poonah 
to Berar, Sc. in a confufed rotation, evidently calcu- 
lated to perplex, confound, difappoint, and amufe.— 
It is not the want of candour alone, but the want of 
mature deliberation and confequent firmnefs, which 
conftitute fome of the errors fo confpicuous in Mr. 
Hiaftings’s political faculties. Golonel Goddard fays, 
<e Dhat the {chemes of the gentlemen at Bombay, and the ac- 
“* sive part they bave taken in fupport of Roganaut-row, bave 
ec deftroyed all bopes of concluding the propofed alliance with 
<< the Court of Nagpore, until it fhall be judged expedient 
c by the Supreme Council to direé? the former to be relin- 
“* quifhed, im order to leave room for the entire and free 
“<< adoption of the latter.*” 








Whether this was a mere pretence in the Rajah, or 
not, to excufe his refufal to accede to the propofed 
alliance, or whether he ever really formed the proje& 
attributed to him by Mr. Haftings, of afferting a claim 
to the Marratta ftate, is much to be quefitioned.—Co- 
lone] Goddard himfelf took notice ** of the inconfiftency 
*“ of bis labouring fo firenuoufly for the interet of the 
<< Paifhbwa, with whom be meant foon to engage in bof- 
€c filities > And confidered his antwer to this queltion, 
“* as a refinement upon policy, that migbt almoft lead to fuj- 
s: pect, ibat be was not altogether ferious, and determined 
“<< upon the Setterab * expedition.” 



















By 


° Setterah expedition means the Rajah’s acceffion to the fi upreme 
fovereignty of the Miarratta ftate, ıt being the ancient capital and 
feat ot government. 
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By Mr. Weatherftone’s letters from Nagppre to Co- 
lonel Goddard, it appears, ** That the Government of Be- 
** rar were determined not to take any adfive part whatever 
“© with the Company’s.armies, that they bad a thoufand ar- 
<< guments to oppofe to thofe be urged in favour of the play 
: ** for affuming the dignity of Rauge (or Ram-rajabk) of Set- 
c terab, particularly the faith pledged, and the alliance of 
<c friendfbip they bad fworn to, with the prefent Paij/hbwa; 
«c that their afferting their pretenfions to the fovereignty 
“<< would meet. with numberlefs oppofitions; and that a vic- 
€c gory could not be obtained without fhedding much blood, 
“<< and at the expence of their violating the facred en- 
.** gagements before entered into with tbem.” W hac 
a leffon of found juftice and morality, public and pri- 
vate faith, and exemplary virtue, is here fet, by men 
diftinguifhed in Europe under the name of infidels, to 
the reprefentatives of a great Chrifiian nation !—How 
little muft the Englhifh Eaft India Company feel their 
own real importance, when their principal fervants ex- 
pote their reputation and credit, to fuch humiliating re- 
proaches, as every expreffion thus uttered by the Mar- 
ratta princes, thrufts a keen dagger into their very | 
vitals. When the force and effect of thefe declarations 
are confidered, it will reft with Mr. Haftings to fatisfy 
the Company, that his plan, ftated in the inftructions 
to Mr. Elhor, and in which he had embarked fo deeply, 
was not built without a foundation. Mr. Weatherftone 
fays, “< Tbat it feemed now to be the firft wifb of the 
< Court of Berar, to fet afide cur ccnnettion with Roga- 
© naut-row, the fupporting of whom,” the Dewan faid, 
“< be was convinced was highly impolitical, and would, im 
«< the end, be fully proved fo. What, that Chief ( Ro- 
s panaui-row ) was beld in univerfal abborrence; «and that 
s< the prejudices in the Deccan againft bim weuld not eafily, 
& if ever, be removed.” The remainder of Mr. Weather- 
ftone’s letter contained many particulars that deferve 
the attention of the Company ; e¢efpecialiy a clear expla- 

| nation 
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mation of the views, principles, and policy of the Court 
of Nagpore; of all which the Governor-general doés 
not appear to have had any precife information, or any 
accurate idea. To think otherwife would be to think 
him guilty of the blackeit treachery. y 








February 1, 1779. All the preceding letters hav- 
ing been again read in Council, upon the firit of Fe- 
bruary, the Governor faid, that he -had not had time 
to prepare the propofitions which he intended to lay 
before the Board. His intentions, whatever they may 
have been, -had not yet tranfpired, but no orders from 
the Prefidency, could now reach Colonel Goddard in 
time, to affeét the motions of the detachment; be- 
caufe, if he had marched on the twelfth of January, 
and met with no material obftruction, he ought to be 
at Poonah, before any letter written at this time could 
overtake him: The Board had no other knowledge 
of the difficulties and oppofition, which he might, in 
all likelihood encounter, than what was to be colleéted 
from the Rajahd’s letters. The Board were equally 
uninformed of the actual ftrength and condition of the 
detachment. On thefè points, the Governor continued 
to obferve a profound filence. It may be concluded, 
however, from the refolution to fend two battalions, 
with a draught of 70o additional recruits, to reinforce 
the detachment, that it muft have fuffered confiderably 
by ficknefs or defertion. It was known, that Captain 
Wrray’s regiment of cavalry, was totally ruined; and 
that he and feveral other officers had obrained leave, 
under one pretence or other, to return to Bengal.— 
Colonel Goddard’s public orders of the firit of Novem- 
ber, accidentally produced ar the Board of Ordnance 
by Colonel Pearce, begins with declaring, ‘* thet the 
<< unmilitary and unexampled fpirit of difaffeétion to the 
sc fervice, which bad fo manifeftly difplayed itfelf in 
€ she frequent defertions from the corps of Cavalry 
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«© and Infantry within a few days, was become a mat- 
<< ter of the moft ferious and important conftderation.”’ 
There can be no doubt, but that his numbers were 
greatly reduced, nor was there a chance of his being 
joined by the re-inforcement under Major Camac. 


On the fourth of February, Mr. Haftings laid before 
the Council, the draughts of letters by way of new in- 
ftruétions to Colonel Goddard, and zew refolutions, 
founded on the late advices from Bombay.—The form 
in which thefe voluminous papers were drawn up, 

feemed more than commonly looie, confufed, and in- 
tricate.— Whether they were intended to be fo, or 
whether they were haftily thrown together, without 
any fort of confideration or advice, may be equally 
doubred.—Mr. Haftings’s firft general object was to 
heap as much cenfure as poffible on the Prefidency of 
Bombay, as well for what they have themfelves done, 
as for the obftacles they have thrown in the way of his 
negociations with Moodajee Boofla.—His fecond ob- 
ject plainly appeared to be, to break the treaty they 
had concluded with Roganaut-row, although certainly 
warranted by the feveral letters of the eighteenth of 
March and eighteenth of Auguft laft, which he con- 
fefled; and to revert, if pofiible, to his favourite alli- 
ance with Moodajee Boofla.—The introduétion, or pre- 
amble to the draught intended for the Prefidency of 
Bombay, was the firft, although an indirect commu- 
nication of Mr. Haitings’s plan in favour of Mooda- 
jee Boofla, to that Prefidency, and the language is 
truly original, but very confiitent with its auchor.— 
He fays, * Lt bad formerly been a matter of great concern 
<< fo us, that you bad fuffercd fo many opportunities to ef- 
<c cape, fince the conclufion of the plan which you bad form- 
<< ed in December 1777, without taking any effectual means 
“© fo carry it into exccution. dt now affords us equal con- 
“© cern and mortification, that you bave trecipitately under- 

takes 











“* taken it, after having gonm us every reafon to conclude, 
< shat you bad abandoned it altogetber, and compelled us- 
* go adopt other meafures, which in confequence of your ope- 
*< vations, bave been abruptly broken off, without intima- 
“© ting your defign to us, and affording us time to fufpend 
<< the courfe of our meafures, or to accommodate them to 
<< yours.” — Ler thefe affertions, thus boldly committed 
on the Company’s records, be compared with the au- 
thenric faéts already ftated; and the injuftice offered 
to the Gentlemen of Bombay, will appear too con- 
fpicuous to be refuted. By the uniform tenor of | 
Mr. Hiattings’s minutes, and the letters from and 
to the Rajah of Berar, it is unqueftionably evident, 
that an alliance with the Rajah, and an embafily to 
folicit him to become a candidate for the Sovereignty 
of the Marratta Empire, were the real objects of that 
expedition, from the beginning, although he injudi- 
cioufly concealed them, and countenanced ancther, in 
dire&t oppofition to it.—Hiow cruel and unjuſt, there- 
fore, were thefe contradictory charges and cenfures, 
-_ the abfurd reafons affigned for a change of mea- 
ures. 











To accomplifh his defigns, Mr. Haftings propofed 
that Colonel Goddard, (whofe march to Poonah he 
now approved, although not ftrictly juttifiable under 
the laft orders of the 23d of November) fhouid con- 
tinue to hold his command, independent of the Go- 
vernment or Bombay.*—That Colonel Goddard may 
demand reqaforc:menis trom that Prefidency, which he 
was fent originally to reinforce, but theic not to be 

l 2 | com- 








è To judge from appearances, it is doubtful whether the Gever- 
nor’s priva: «n d-rs, did not, by the fame mefienger, always fuper- 
sede the public ones of the board. Colonel Leflic’s letters do more 
shan juftify this fufpicion. 
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commanded by any officer fuperior in rank to his own,” 
that Colonel Goddard thall oe appointed the Minifter 
of the Supreme Government at the Court of Poonah, 
independent of the Prefigency of Bombay ; that he 
{hail in his minifterial capacity, demand of Roganaut- 
row, a re-imburiement or the expences of the expedi- 
tion, at two lacks of rupees tach month from the firſt 
of June 1778, in addition to the two and half lacks, fti- 
pulated in the Bombay treaty, in full for the expences of 
the army. — That in cafe ot refufal, he fhall either re- 
turn to Berar, or retire to the lands ceded to the Com- 
pany, which were (it would teem)to be kept, notwith- 
ftanding the treaty whereby they were ceded was to 
be annulled ; that the Prefidency of Bombay fhall be 
peremptorily required and commanded, in fuch cafe, 
to recall their troops from Poonah, and from the Mar- 
ratta dominions. ‘That the inft: uétions already given 
to Colonel Goddard, do remain in full force. And 
that he be directed to refume the negociations with the 
Government of Berar, and to treat with it, on the 
grounds of theſe inftructions, whenever an occafion 
fha!l offer to execute them, confittently with the fore- 
poing refolutions. 


The chapter of this day, may with propriety be 
clof-d with an abftract trom the preamble of the letter 


prop ‘ied co be written to Colone! Goddard, and a fhort 
{tricture upon it. 


“<< We are much concerned that Adlocdajee Botha fhculd 
T Jo mu dtir ijë you, AS ic fuppe/e, that CNY EHLCLEMERE 
+ _— ? r à P 
ec forea by the Drefident ana Ceunci! of Boinbay could ope- 
46 . 
m Tate 


* This paffage accounts in explicit terms for the fecret corret- 
poucence, the refentment cxpretivd at the reprobation thereof, and 
alio tor the deftination of the detachment at Jatt to Surat, inftead of 
Bombay. 











se gdfe tò tDOfe made by our attbarsty with bim, and tbere- 
sc foré decline £o enter into the propeféd negotiation: Fer, if 
sc you bad concluded a treaty with bim, it would have been 
<e eur duty to fupport tt, in preference to any made at Bem- 
< Say, that might oppofe it.” 


As the expedition over land was planned and refolv- 
ed on the 23d of February 1778, and by the 6th arti- 
cle of the inftruétions to the Prefidency of Bombay, to 
treat concluftvely and cffeétually with Roganaut-row, which 
have never been revoked, bearing date the 18th of 
the enfuing month of March, the Supreme Council 
were folemoly bound and implicated to perform every 
condition, which any fuch treaty might contain,. uniefs 
Violation of faith, and premeditated deception wére ih- 
tended from .the beginning.—Why were not the Go- 
wernment of Bombay, in fo long an interval of time, 
and after fuch a feries of warm difcuffion on the mea- 
{ures in agitation, commanded to forbear entering into 
ahy treaty with Roganaut-row, the moment that the 
negociation with Moodajee Boofla was refolved; and to 
forbear the commiffion of overt hoftilities apainit the 
Miarrattas, unlefs in defence, until exprefsly authorifed 
by the Supreme Council, or Court of Directors? or, 
why were they not confidentially intrufted with the de- 
fign in favour of Moodajee Bodffa, and directed to con- 
tribute to ies fuccefs, when it was in an advanced ftage 
for action. | 
















































At a confultation held the 8th of February, Mr. 
Francis and Mr. Wheler delivered their opintons at 
barge, on the Governor’s propofitions of the 4th in- 
ftanc.——Their minutes will not admit of being’ ab- 
ftracted, without deviating from the juftice and com- 
mendation, which ftrength of judgment and reafon 
laîm ; therefore, with a reference to the minutes them- 
elvés, which leaves neither fact nor argument in Mr. 

Fiaftings’s 
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Fiaftings’s propofitions unrefuted, let it fuffice, in the 
mean time, to ftate the general principles on which 
they were oppofed.* 





iſt. Ic is taken as a point granted in the Governor's 
own terms, that the treaty with Rogan:ut-row is war- 
ranted by inftructions from the Supreme Council. 
That it has received the firmeft and fulleft ratification 
thac could be given to it, by the contracting parties, 
and 






_ ® Some of Mr. Francis’s fentiments are conceived in a language 
fo exquifitely juft and honourable, that they command particular o 
fervation. He faid: — 

« The line of condué which I have invariably purfued, with 
=€ refpe& to the late political meafures of this Government, and of 
<< the Prefidency of Bombay, not only exempt me from all refpon- 
€. fibility for the confequences of them, but from any obligation 
<e of deciding upon the refpeCtive merits of their proceedings and 
<< ours. That gueftion lies ftriétly between the prefent majority of 
sc this Board and the Prefidency of Bombay. I fhali enter into it 
e no farther than I am compelled to do by the propofitions before us, 
© and not by the exifting ftate of fats. —— | 

€ In the confideration of every meafure which I have recommend- 
e<. ed or oppofed. my original and conftant objet was ‘“* to preferve 
ec the peace of India; to adbere faithfully to our treaty with the 
se Paijh>wa; and not to Juffer the Company’s arms to be engaged either 
< cn this fide of India, by the Prefidency of India, or by the Prefidency 
* of Bombay, itmfuch {ch mes of conguefi and ambition.’ In hering 
€ to theie princ:pies, I believe I have been guided bv the dictates of 
s« found policy and right reafon, as I affuredky have been by the Com- 
<< pany s fundamentai maxims, and by their pofitive and repeated 
<< commands. I have it too from an authority which, in the fcale 
< of any argument of mine, muit be deemed particularly weighty ; 
«c That in the Company’s concerns with their neighbours and allies, 
<< the mof? fcrupulous obfervance of their public engagements, and of 
ec the rights of others, ought to be their firf? and ruling objec; jor 
<4 ewery prince and jiate, whofe poffefiens may fand within fight of 
«c. the Companys ambition, is naturally led to apply to their own in- 
<< gerefis, the treatment which they fee others receive frem the Com- 
«c pany and their dependents.” | 

"Towards the conclufion of this judicious, and indeed unan- 
fwerable minute, he obferved, ‘* That the expence of Colonel 

Goddard’s 
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and that. it therefore, cannot admit, either of amend- 
ment or addition. 


2d [tis contended that the additional demand to be 
made by Colonel- Goddard is unjuft, and can never be 
admitted by Roganaut-row; and that even, were it 
granted, it would nat amount to a reimburfement of 
our actual expence. 








gd. That the conditional: orders prefcribed to Cato- 
mel Goddard, and tothe Prefidency of Bombay, in cafe 


of arefuial; are equivalent to a formal renunciation of 
the treaty. : 





4th. That the independent command, pretended to 
be veited in Colonel! Goddard, while he co-operates 
with the Préfidency at Bombay, and aéts on the fame 
ground with their army, is highly dangerous in itfelf, 
and cannot take effect without fubverting the funda- 
mental principles of military difcipline and fubordina- 
ton. 






- 5th. That a junction of the two detachments, which 
the inftructions pofitively preclude, may, in fome cafes, 
be effential to their mutual fafety ; and in many cafes, 
meceffary to the fuccefs of their operations. 





6th. That the veíting Colonel. Goddard. with fepa- 
rate powers from the Supreine Board, to treat with 


the 


t Goddard’s detachment commenced (in effect) in March 1778» 
«« and the whole was accumulating in April, as a fixed expence of 
s two lacks and 60,00 rupess per month,. befides extra and con- 
e ungent charges, befides the Nabob of Oude’s Cavalry, and befides 
“ Major ~.amac’s detachment of 64,69° rupees per month.” 
His ——— sla ii article -uf the Governor’s prapolitions, 
<oucerning tie reac © ublic faith, al | ~ i 
tuefe traniactions is likely = affix on the — o a ages 


Britith i 
¿orth tne attention of the Company and the Nation. — 
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the court of Poonah, independent. af the Prefidency gf 
Bombay, tends to reduce the credit and influence of 
that Prefidency, for no adequate or avowed object; 
and that it ftands in direét contradiction to the Com- 
pany’s exprefs orders given on occafion of the feparate 
powers delegated to Colonel Upton, in the general let- 
ter of 7th February 1777, paragraphs 21 to 24. 














7th. That an attempt to renew the negociation with 
Mioodajee Boofla, befides all. former objections to the 
meafure, is not warranted by the experience the board 
hes had of his difpofition and character, or by the treat- 
ment already received from him; nor can it be recon- 
ciled to the late treaty with Rogaraut-row. 





In the face of thefe, and many other arguments, the 
Governor’s propofitions were vated by himfelf and Mir. 
Barwell, without deiguing a reply. 





The Governor guided by feeret motives, purfues the 
fame line of inconfiftency, in a letter laid before the 
Board, on the oth of February, prepared by himfelf, 
for Moodajee Boofla, cantaining fome remarkable paf- 
fages. Hie laments rather than complains, of the difruft 
entertained by the Rajah; and declares, that had he 
accepted of the terms offered to him by Colonel God- 
dard, and concluded a treaty with the Government of 
Bengal, he (Mr. H.) fhould have held the obligation 
of it, fuperior to that of any engagement formed by the 
Government of Bombay; and fhould have thought it 
his duty to have maintained it, &c. << againft every con- 
se fideration, even of the moft valuable interefts and fafety of 
se she Englifh poffelfions intrufted to bis charge.”* “At the 

fame 





è This is a truth of which Mr. Haftings fiequently exhibited ma- 
mifeft proofs. It furpaffes, however, the bittereft accufations of his 
adverfaries, and ¢xpofes views and purpofes totally inccnfiftent with 
duty and fidelity. - : | 
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fame time, however, he reminds him, that the-origi- 
nal intention of fending an Englith army from the eaf- 
tern to the weltern fide of India, was to aiit the Go- 
verament ot .Bombay in the accomplifhment of a plan 
concerted with the actual rulers of the Marratta ftate. * 
He might with greater propriety have added, * cad to 
“= excite dread and jealoufy in the minds of all the Princes of 
< Liindoffan’? We concluded, with proteffing, that his 
difpotition and wifhes remain the fame ; -that nothing is 
yetloft, aod chat he defired to be yet guided by. the Ra- 
jah’s inclinations.+ 
























In confultation on the 41th of February, the Gover- 
nor replied to Mr. Francis’s minute of the 8th, although 
the propofitions to which it alluded, weré then voted by 
himfelf, and Mr. Barwell, without deigning a reply. 











. The only fubje& in the proceedings of this and the 
following day in council, confifted in the difcuffion of 
former points, and cavilling upon words. Whether 
Mr. Francis’s affertion in his minute of the 8th, chat 
Mr. Elliots embafly to negociate with Moodajee Boofla, 
<. became the main and Jole objeét of the expedition under Co- 
<t lonel Lefiie.”” With his ufual addrefs, Mr. Haftings 
laboured to contradict himfclf, and maintain that the 
expedition had other objects more immediately in view. 
But his opponent, by recurring only to recorded faéts, 
iffuing from the pen of Mr. Haftings himfelf, without 
a breach of good manners, or betraying any perfonality 
or refentment, fupported his original allegation, and 
ftripped his adveriary of the fiimfy mafk in which he 
again meant to impofe upon the underftanding of man- 
kind, as he feems to have fuccefsfully done on the cre- 
dulous minds of his employers. | 








* This was the firt time he intimated the Bombay plan to the 
Rajah. On the contrary, he cautioufly laboured to conceal it from 
his knowledge, and repeatedly denied every purpofe in favour of 
Roganaut-row. i i 

+ It would be impro in this place, not to infert as a note, a 
moft curious pafiage in the ——— letter to Moodajee Boofla. 

ec ‘le 














C 74 ) 


One quotation on each fide will ferve as a fpecimen 
ef the whole controverfy, there having been nothing 
new argued, except fuch illuftrations by Mr. Haftings, 
as the heat of argument extraéted unguardédly from 
him in his own disfavour; and therefore the {pecimen 
now {elected fhall be the moft favourable to him. © 














The Governor’s quoration is thus introduced. © Ta 
f fo pointed a denial of the Governor’s cffertions, the beft 
f —— which be can propofe will be a reference to Mr. 
$ Elliof s inftru€tions, in which be is aiveéted to fufpend bis 
= megocsations with Mocdajee Boofla, on the information of 
$ any engagement adiually concluded by the Prefidency of 
< Bombay, and to conform to it.’ * ? re 

W hich 





“ To you, I had uxzreferwed'y committed all my views, partly and 
“* indiffind?ly by letters, but very fully in repeated converfations with 
“* your Vakeel Beneram Pundit, as it would have been very impro- 
“t per to have affairs of fuch delicacy and importance committed to 
“* letters, and to the hazards to which thefe would have been expofed 
“© in a long and doubtful journey. Your caution was ftill greater, 
“* and perbaps more commendable, although I may regret the neceffity 
“* ewhich preferibed it, for neither your letters, mor the letters of Be- 
“* geram fundit, afforded me the leaf? clue, to judge of your fenti- 
“* ments or inclination respecting the particular points of action, which 
““ avere to form the fubfiance of our projeted engagements; and al- 
“* though from your general profeffions, and the warmth and fin- 
“* cerity with which the/2 were manifeftly diated, I bad every rea- 
s< Jon te conclude that you approved of them. Yet, without fome af- 
<< furances, common prudence required, that I fhould not precipitately 
“c abandon every other refourcé, and irrevocably commit the bonor. 
< and interefis cf this government in a doubtful meafure. Precau- 
t: gions were taken, that nothing fhould be undertaken by any of the 
“* governments dependent on this, which might eventually interfere 
< with thofe actually concluded with you.” i 

A geperal reference to the preceding ftate of authentic faéts, is 
the feveret and jufteft comment that can poffibly be made on the 
above extraordinary ftyle and afieverations, as well the unwarran- 
table confeffions cantained init. The reft of the letter runs in the 
fame inevuniiitent ftrajn. — 

= How palpably is this quotation contradi&ed in the letter of the 
oth current, recited in the foregoing page, and in the above note. 
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Which Mr. Franéis’s minutes refute by many quota 


tions, and firft by a reférence to the very ge in Mr. 
Elliots inftructions, quoted by Mr: Fiattings, thus : 









< Even the paffage quoted by the Gevernor-general proves, 
t that the juniiion with Moodajeé Boofla was rot tonft~ 
* dered by us as little more than an eventual refource, © 
© but that it was then our main dad principal obje&. Ond 
© fuppofttion that the Prefidency of Bombay mizht baie enr- 
$ tered into engagements qwith Reganairt-row,? the in- 
ftructions referred to by the Governor fay, ** Tot ewi 
“* fo condudt yourself as to conform to their meafiures, if youu 
“* can confiftentl with the prior intention, which you will 
“< give to our views; remembering that a defenfrve alliance 
“< with Moodajee Boofla being the permanent objet ef your 
“< commiffion, you are to Juffer no confideration whatever ta 
“* direfł you ‘rom that objeét.’ 











Mr. Francis, after a multitude of replications and 
rejoinders, clofes the debate by a fur-tejyoinder; in the 
following cool, judicious terms ź 


* When fundamental maxims of polic¥ ate evowedly fet 

afide,; the change of circumftances fhould not only bé clear 
and incontrovertible, but tt fhould be fuch a one as war- 
rants the adoption of new and op ofite principles of action. 
Lam not fufficiently mafter of the revolutions which beve 
bappencd in the Marratta empire fince April 177%; and 
which in fo [bort a period are fuppofed to bave produced á 
total alteration in its circumffancess, 16 enter into that Pare 
of the queftion. -l aking the fals as they are ftated by 
the Governor, tt feems io me an obvious concluifion; tbat 
if it were dangerous to us to unite with the Martattas, 
when their empire was entire; and in its full wigor, it 
* muft 
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* The Governor in his juttifying minute; ufes thefe words; 
te That the Junction with the Rajab of Berar was confidered ds 
"e tittle more than an eventual refource.’* 
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mujt be ufelefs to conimit curfeives, by taking anv part in 
their divifions, when their empire is falling to pieces of it- 
Self. Eitber way, our engaging the Ccompany’s arms in 
offenfive wars, whetker in conjunéiion with a part, or 
the whole of the Marraite empire, is indefenfible, fince 
st is equally contrary to the Company s ſolemn and repeated 
commands.’ 


AAAA — Á 


At aconfultation held the 25th February, the Gover- 
nor laid before the Board, a paper received the day be- 
fore from Madras, containing intelligence of the defeat 
of the Bombay army near Poonah, which he faid, he 
believed to be but too true, but that he did not chink 
proper to propofe any immediate meafures to be taken 
: in confequence. 


The paper which conveyed this mortifying intelli- 
gence, was a literal tranflation from a letter to the Na- 
bob of Arcot from his Vakeel at the court of Poonah.— 
| ™ lt repreients the difgrace of the army, and the Compa- 
ny’s arms in fuch humiliating terms, that the probable, 
or perhaps the poftible chance of retrieving the national 
fame and reputation in India, mutt be the effeét of time, 
let their fuccefies be ever fo quick and great. | 





The fourth paragraph reprefents the firft conference 
of the Marratta Chiefs, after the approach of the Bom- 
bay army, thus: < AU the Chiefs having met to confuit 
< what was to be done in the prefent ftate of affairs, tbey 
< all witb one voice agreed, that if Roganaut-row came 
€ witb bis own forces alone, they fhould receive bim, and 
< give him a fhare of the power as formerly. But fince be 
< came with an army of Englifbh, who were of a different 
€ nation from tbem, and whofe conduét in Sujab-ul-Dowla’s 
_* country, the Robilla country, B engal, and the Carnatic, 
€ they 


* See the tranflation in Appendix, A. No. 44 
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€ ghey were well acquainted with, they unanimoufly deter- 

$ mined not to receive Reganaut-row, as otherwife, in the 
‘end, they would be obliged to forfake their religion and be- 
< come the flaves of Europeans , upon this they exchanged 
“ oaths.” 





After relating journally, the proceedings of both ar- 
mies on the field of Tulicanoon, the Nabob’s Vakeel 
fays, * On the 15th January, the Marratta Surdars ( Ge- 
< nerals or Chiefs) went io the trenches, and began firing 
< again, but it was not anfwered from the Engli/b camp-; 
< foon after, Mr. Farmer, (a Gentleman who was fome 
< time ago at your Highnefs’s court) came from the Englifb 
“camp, andthe fire of the Marrattas immediately ceafed. 
‘Tbe Marrattas fent for bim into the prefence,™ and Afr. 
© Farmer faid to them——-WE ARE ONLY MERCHANTS.— 
€ WHEN DISPUTES PREVAILED WITH YOU, ROGANAUT-— 
€ ROW CAME TO US, AND DEMANDED OUR PROTEC- 
TION.—WE THOUGHT HE HAD A RIGHT TO THE GO- 
VERNMENT, AND GAVE HIM OUR ASSISTANCE.—NoO- 
THING BUT ILL FORTUNE ATTENDS HiM, AND. WE 
HAVE BEEN BROUGHT TO THIS MISERABLE STATE BY 
KEEPING HIM WITH us.—You ARE MASTERS TO 
TAKE HIM FROM US.—WE SHALL HENCEFORTH AD- 
HERE TO THE TREATIES THAT HAVE FORMERLY 
TAKEN PLACE BETWEEN US. BE PLEASED TO FOR- 
GIVE WHAT HAS HAPPENED. | | 


A A RA AeA fF A OA 


«< The Mrarratta Minifters anfwered—RoGaANavut- 
€c ROW IS ONE OF US. WHAT RIGHT COULD YOU HAVE 
€t TO INTERFERE IN OUR CONCERNS WITH HIM? We 
< NOW DESIRE OF YOU TO GIVE UP SALSETTE AND 
<< BaSSEEN, AND WHAT OTHER COUNTRIES YOU HAVE 
<: POSSESSED YOURSELVES OF, AS ALSQ THE CIRCARS, 
“© THOSE OF THE PERGUNNAHS OF Baroacn, &c. 

, : WHICH 


© The Eaftern term for an audience. 
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«e WHICH YOU HAVE TAKEN IN GUZZERAT. ADHERE 
“< PO THE TREATY MADE IN THE TIME OF BALAGEZ- 
<< row, * AND ASK NOTHING ELSE.” 


<< Mr. Farmer heard this anfwer, and returned to his 
<<camp. On the 16th, at noon, Mr. Farmer returned, 
“<< and told Scindia, hat be bad brought a blank paper, 
<< figned and fealed, which the Marratta Chiefs might Fill 
—8 as they pleafed. Scindia told the Minifters, That al- 
as 2 they bad it in their power fo make any demands 
<< they pleafed, it would not be advifeable to do it at this 
ec time , for our making large demands would only Jow re- 
sc fentment in their bearts, and we bad better demand 
“<< only what is neceffary. Let Roganaut row be with us, 
“<< and the treaty between us and the Enghfh will be ad- 
<< bered to. Let Salfette, and the Pergunnabs in Guzzerat, 
<< Be given back to us. Let the Bengal army return back. 
< For the reft, let us a& with Abem, as is ftipulated in 
<c fhe treaty with Balagee-row, the jewels mortgaged 
<c Roganaut-row be refiored, and nothing demanded for them. 
<e Let all thefe articles be wrote out on the paper they bave 
<c fnt; which was accordingly done. Mr. Farmer, 
ec and Lieutenant Stewart, were left as hoftages -for 
ec the ratification and punctual performance of the con- 
<< ditions ftipulated in the capitulation and treatry.— 
<< On the 17th, the treaty was returned to the Mar- 
<< ratta camp, written in Perfian, Marratta, and Eng- 
«c lifh, fealed with the Company’s feal, and figned by 
<< Mr. Carnac, and four officers. After this, the Mar- 
<< ratta furdars fent them victuals, which they needed 
«c much. The Enghifh marched out, efcorted by 2000 
s. Marratta horfe, but Roganaut-row, not finding a 
ec lucky hour, did not go to the Marratta camp, Fe 
<< will go after twelve o'clock to-morrow.” 











e€ Alas ! alas! how fallen! how fullied P” 
After 
© This treaty was made in September, 17613 
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After exhibiting fuch diftinguifhed marks of the mo- 
eration of the Marratta Regency, on an occafion fo re- 
aarkably favourable to their views and gratifications, it 
would be unjuft not to transfix fo honourable and equi- 
table an impreffion, by a reference to two letters from 
Siccarum Pundit, Minifter of the Marracta Sovereignty, 
to Mr. Haftings, in his higheft capacity of Governor 
General, received in Calcutta the 7th and 12th Decem- 
ber, 1778; together with an extract ro the fame cfe, 
from Mocdajce Bofla, the Rajah of Berar. Thefe 
communications, which are impregnated with the nobleft 
qualities which the human mind is capable of entertain- 
ing, are placed in the Appendix under A. No. 5, 6, 
and 7. 











On this-day, Mr. Francis, finding no propofition 
made by the Governor, moved, that orders be fent 
to General Stibbert, to put him on his guard, and to 
hold the troops ftationed in Rohilcund, and in Oude, in 
séadinefs to march. The motion was oppofed by the 
Governor and Mr. Barwell, as unneceffary and unfea- 
fonable. The Governor faid, ‘* be wifbed it bad not beer 
sc made.” Yet in the end it was agreed to, with an 
amendment propofed by Mr. Barwell, which carried the 
principle of ithe motion much farther than Mr. Francis 
intended : #. e. ‘* That the two brigades fhould bè imme- 
diately affembled and encamped.” Mr. Francis ftated the 
evident contradiction contained in the arguments ufed 
by the majority, and therefore oppofea the motion: 















March 1. Letters of the 7th of February, from Ma- 
dras, and of the 26th of January, from Colonel God- 
dard, were laid before the Council. That from Ma- 
dras had the fignature of Sir Eyre Coote, with thofe 
of the eftablifhed Prefidency, which ftated, in ſtrong 
terms, tHe fatal confequences likely to attend the difafters 
at Poonah, particularly to the Government of Madras. 

| | They 
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They fay, © That by one ill-timed and unfortunate enter- 
“prize, the reputation of our arms is fullied, and the 
‘friendfhip of the principal Indian States, kazarded, or 
< lejt for ever , ana that too, at a period when we are en- 
© goged ina war, which caiis for the exertion of all cur 
t force, and the good-will of every ftate in altiance with us.? 
In the conclufion they recon.mended, < so dire the 
“© retreat cf Colonel Gcddard thrcugh Berar, towards tke 
€ coaft of Orixa, and tke northern Circars.? 


By Coionel Goddard’s letter it appeared, that he was 
uninformed of the evert at Poonah; he inclofed a let- 
ter of the 11th January, from General Carnac and Co- 
lore Egerton, in which they advife him to proceed ei- 
ther to Baroach or Surat, or to remain on the borders 
of Berar; but do not advife him to advance towards 
Poonah. 


This advice difcovers, that thefe Gentlemen found 
out their miſtake before the firſt action with the Marratta 
army.— And concluded, that it Colonel Goddard conti- 
nued his march towards Poonah, his army would be ¢ut 
off or forced to furrender at difcretion. He wifely and 
happily followed the very feafonable advice thus given 
to him. Himfelf was of opinion, thata pro{pect of be- 
ing able to effect the revolution in favour of Roganaut- 
row, themfelves, wasthe motive tor expreffing fo little 
anxiety about the ariival of his detachment. The Go- 
vernor, without propofing any initruétions for Colonel 
Goddard, moved, * That General Stibbert fhould be cr- 
“dered to fend the firft brigade acrofs the Fumna, and 
t to encamp it on the other fide? Mir. Francis exprefied 
at once, his fenfe of the meafure, but defired that the 
further confideration of it might be put off till the next 
morning. This was confenied to by the Governor, on 
condition that he might be allowed an opportunity of 
confidering Mr. Francis’s objections to the motion, be- 


tole 
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fore they were brought into debate at the Board. Mr- 
Wheler and Mr. Francis concurring in opinion, drew 
up their reaions in the form of a joint proreit, which 
they fent next morning w the Governcr, before the 
meeting of Council. 


March 2. The next day Mr. Hantings began with 
declaring, © That be bad not read the joint protef? > and. 
delivered in a minute retracting that of yefterday. ⸗ — 
When this bufinefs was over, and no propofitions made 
by the Governor, Mr. Francis moved, * That orders be 
€ fent to Colonel Goddard, to retire to Berar, and from 
< shence toward the coaft of Orixa, and the Chicacole Cir- 
“car, fuppofing always that thefe orders were to reach bim 
+ before be quitted bis ftation on the Narbudda.” The mo- 
tion was ordered to lie for confideration. 








In a debate on the 4th March, upon Mr. Francis’s 
motion of the 2d, it was rejected by the ufual majority. 
The difcuffed fubjećts will throw additional lights upon 
the political views and principles of Mr. Haftings, He 
objected to the motion fortwo reafons. 1ft. © Because 
© be thought it probable that Colonel Gaddard bad refumed 
€ she megociation with Moodajee Boofla. 2d. Becaufe the 
< propofed route lay through the dominions of the Nizam, 
‘who, it ts mot to be expecied, wou'd confent to their paf- 
< fage, nor was this atime to furnifh bim with a pretext 
< for open beftilities againſt us.” Yet the negociation 
which Colonel Goddard is fuppofed to have refumed, 
and which Mr. Hiaftings thinks it unfafe to interrupt, 
has the invafion of the Nizam’s dominions for one of 
its principal objects. Did not the fame reafons apply 
more ftrongly and directly, to the march of the fame 
detachment through the Marratta dominions ꝰ — It will 
appear from the Governor’s minute, that conqueft and 

L extent 




















© The minutes on both fides deferve the attention of the Court of 
Directors, 
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extent of dominion, were held out as his profeffied and 
avowed objects, and that Mr. Francis’s endeavouring to 
confine tie Company’s arms within their own actual 

cM ms, is conftrued as preicribing narrow limits to. 
their Government. 


On the 8th of March, Mr. Francis recorded a com- 
prehenfive and judicious minute, in reply to the objec- 
tions made to his motion, and in refutation of the gene- 
yal dcetrine advanced and maintained by Mr. Haftings—~ 
the 4th paragraph of which is to the tollowing purpofe; 





€ Phat the limits be would prefcribe to the Britifh Empire 
€ in India, is wide enough to anjwer every wife and profit- 
* able purpofe. That their arms Should be employed in fecur- 
< ing what they bad acquired. That all their atquifitions 
< may be loft, by endeavouring to extend tbem. That if OP- 
* pofte maxims are recommended as a wifer policy, tkey are 
© not fupported by the example of Great Britain. That the 
* difant dependencies of Great Britain originated in a Spirit 
+ of G mmerce -and Colonization. And, thet though their 
< fleets atied with bonour in the mof diftant quarters of the 
© globe, th: fuce-fs of naval enterprizes proved nothing in 
€ faucur of expeditions by land into the bearts of countries 
¢ beftile and unknown.’ * 


Mr. Francis conceiving from indireét exprefiions 
which the Governor had uttered, that the weight of his 
Objection lay to the movement of the detachment inta 
the Chicacote province, propoted again, that it mighe 
be ordered into Berar. But he was miftaken; jr met 
the fame fate. But whether the arguments ufed again ft 
the fecond motion can be reconciled torhofe which were 
employed againtt the firft, may deferve the confideration 


of 


© The latter part concerning Britain, alludes to Obfervations and 
€om pariions in Mr. Haftings’s minute. § ` | 
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oF the Court of Directors, who have them at latge upon 
their records. In this place, however, it may be mate- 
kial to obferve, that fuppofing any future turn of events, 
fhould, in the eyes of thofe who judge only by events, 
render it a fottunate circumftance, that Colonel God- 
dard fhould have proceeded to Surat, Mr. Haftings will 
have no merit from that meafure, or from any advanta- 
@cous confequence which may attend it, finte it_has 

n.demonftrated beyond the power of.doubtr, that afs 
object, was diametrically oppofite to {fuch an idea.. And 
in fhis day’s debate Mr. Hiaftings exprefsly faid, «* $ Qt 
<: be wifeed equally with Mr. Francis, for the return of the 
“* detachment to Berar, and equally dreaded to bear of .its 
“t procecding ‘to the other coaft.”” in the fame debate he 
obierved, * that the plan for reftoring Roganaut-raw bav- 
“< sug failed, Calonel Goddard was under exprefs orders, * on 
““recerusny advice of Juch conclufion to recur to bis ocia- 
“fions with Maodajee Boofla, which neceffarily and una- 
“< woidably iihpiicäd bis return to Berar.” Are chefe dark 
myfiterious. ceaniactions confittent with Mr. Hatftings’s 
— duty ? Or, are they either honourable or poli- 
tical 



























Ie will hereafter appear,. that Colonel Goddard re- 
ceived thanks and rewards for taking that very ftep, 
which, according to Mr. Haftings’s prefent declaration, 
muit be contrary to his expre/s orders, admitting that he 
was juftified by the necefity of his Gtuation, in pro- 
ceeding, by forced marches, to Surat, as foon as he had 
heard ot the defeat near Poonah, Mr Fiaitings has clear- 

no fhare in the merit of that refolution, or in any good 
confequences that might have attended it, fince, ** accord- 
“* img to bis exprcfs orders, Coionel ‘soddard ought to bave 
“ returned to Berar.” 

Lz March 


e Thefe were vee orders, without the knowledge or concur- 
hemce of the Board. -~ 
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March 10. A letter from Colonel Goddard, dated 
the sth of February, from Brahmpore, announcing hrs 
purpole of marching the next day towards Surat, in con- 
Sequence of orders he had received from the Select Com- 
mittee ot Bombay, was laid before the Board. By the 
letter of the Bombay Committee, dated 22d January, he 
is informed that they are not at liberty to give him any 
precife information as to the reafons of the return of 
their army, or the probable confequences of it. In 
purfuance of his refolution Colonel Goddard moved on 
with his detachment, and arrived at Surat about the 26th 
of February, having not feen an enemy, nor met with 
any oppofition whatioever in the march from Brahm- 
pore. — Had the army been commanded by a man of 
lefs bravery and activity, the chances were a hundred 
to one againft the fuccefs of the expedition. The Mar- 
rattas called in all their troops to oppofe the Bombay 
army; and the treaty made with Mr. Carnac lulled them 
into a fecurity, until it was difavowed in Bombay; and 
in the mean time, Colonel Goddard prefféd his march, 
and efcaped. 














The Remarker having, in the preceding detail, en- 
deavoured to fhew the origin, principle, and progrefs 
of the Marratta war, which cannot fail to lead the mind 
to underftand its probable confequences on the difpo- 
fitions of the native powers in India againft the Britifh 
name, he thinks it leſs neceffary to purfue the fame pre- 
cifion in the few obfervations that are to follow, in rela- 
tion to dates and trivial difcuffions, while he adberes with 
confidence to real facts, in narrating the leading prin- 
ciples of action. 





Mr. Francis, by minute on the 154th March, expreffed 
a concern and furprife, at not having heard from the 
Prefidency of Bombiy,. concerning the defeat of their 
ariny, the mature of the terms {ftipulaced with the re- 
genc 
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gency of Poonah, and their further determination. He. 
infinuated an apprehenfion, that reduced to an extremity | 
approaching to defpair, and having nothing more to lofe, 
they may be impelled by a fertility, which neceffity is 
too ready to engender, to renew the war at all hazards. 
That paft experience had afforded too much reafon to 
juftity that fufpicion, and therefore, in order to prevent 
the probability of fuch injudicious and dangerous mea- 
fures, he moved, 


















“<< Phat a letter be immediately written to the Prefidency 
“* of Bombay, to exprefs the concern and furprife of the Board 
at the profound filence they bave vbferved to the fupreme 
+c adminiftration, on the late operations and defeat of thar 
St army, and to prohibit them in the moft precife and pofttive 
“c terms, and as they will anfwer the contrary at tbeir peril, 
<* from commencing or renewing boftilities againft the Marrat- 
* tas, or any other Indian princes or powers, except in their | 
*< own immediate defence, without our confent and appro- 
“* bation, firj bad and obtained.” 














This motion was negatived by Mr. Haftings and Mr. 
Barwell. And certain it is, that nothing can fhew the 
fpirit of oppofition, and its fatal influence over every 
principle of reafon, policy, and concern for the Compa- 
ny’s intereit in general, than the very loofe and frivolous 
reafons oppofed to this motion, without difavowing the 
expediency, and even acknowledging the propriety of it. 





On the 17th of March a letter was received from the 
Prefidency of Bombay, dated the 3d February, intima- 
ting the tailure of the expedition againft Poonah, by 
the defeat of their army, and that they did not chink 
themitelives obligated by the conditions of the treaty ; 
but that they had intentions to enter into another treaty 
with the Marrattas, and had, therefore, ordered Colonel 

Goddard’s 





(C 86 ») 


-Goddard’s detachment to march to Surat, inftcad of 
coming to Bombay. 





Mr. Wheler made a long and fenfible minute, expo- 
fing, without exaggeration, the critical, but above all, 
ehe ruinous and expenfive ftate and pofition of the Com- 
pany’s affairs in India, and earnelftly recommended the 
means of procuring peace, at any rate, in fome of the 
quarters, where they are threatened with hoftiliry. 








April 5, Sir Byre Coote having this day taken his 
feat at the Supreme Board. In confequence of a.recon- 
€ihation, and a:proper underftanding, which had been 
effected between him and the Governor, the latter in- 
troduced an elaborate minute, complimentary of the 
former. And ‘then, after flating the difgrace of the 
-Bombay army, and the nature of the treaty, made on 
‘the field of battle, by perfons unauthorifed to fubicribe 
TO fuch conditions, and without a knowledge of the 
want of that authority in thole who exacted it, he pro- 
fed the following conjectures to the confideration of 
“the Board, asa ground to raife real propofitions upon, 





wit, *— That the Marrattas ought to be {fatisfied wirh 
“¢ the poficifion of Roganaut row, and to relinquifh the 
* other terms of the capitulation.” * 


2d, ** That if the Marrattas have infifted on the con- 
“© ditions, that it is probable the Seleét Committee have 
s refufed compliance, and called upon Colonel God- 
* dard to aid them in continuing the war.” 


3d, ** That 


œ This favors more of the ftyle of a conqueror, than the CONQUET- 
ed; confequently it sue i be thought fomewnat indelicate and un- 
feafonable, confidering the extreme moderation of thé real pi eaen 
on the 15th and 16th January. 
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qd, < Shat.ohe Marrattas, knowing: the invalidity of 
<< the a&, had evafion in contemplation, in order to re- 
“<< new rhe war when. they fhould be abje to profecute it 
¢¢ with furer effect, with the affiftance of the French from 
<e NWAawritius. 


ath, * That the divifions of the Marrattas have been 
‘© but fuperficially covered, and not healed.. That the 
“ return of Roganaut-row may excite frefh commotions 
‘* amoredtthem. Fhar he fees no chance of recovering: 
< Rog: niur-row; bur, on the contrary, shat be is lof? 
“ge us. for ewer, although it may be no great lofs to. us, 
«c «xcept by -egretring the wound which the Britifh cre- 
“© dit 1.48 received in the manner of his Separation from 
6s us,’ l # — i 


5th, ** T hat the conduét of Moodajee Boofla, fince 
s his knowledge oi this event. manifeits the impreffion 
tcy hich ichath generally made on rhe minds een 
s ple of Biirdoftan. fond they believe that any force 
s which we icaujd fend againit them would prove uac- 
& qual to their iuperiority of numbers, and the rapid 
t: mowemenrts of their: cavairy.* + * | 


ples he offered the fol- 
































Ú pon thefe conjeétured princi 
lowing propofitions, viz. 


ait. “© That Colonel Goddard be invefted with pow- 

t$ ers, as minifter; to reprefent this government at the 
<< court of Poonah, far. the renewal or confirmation of. 
‘¢ the treaty of Poorunder, to relinquifh the late conven- 
“<< tion, and noc to admit French forces into their do- 
minions, 








2 This conjeQure was calculated 
cjation with Moodajee Beofla. 

+ Artful motives to ftimulate a dangerous exertion in the war 
ageinft the Marrattas, even at the hazard of leaving the kingdoms 
of Bengal, Bahar, apd Orixa,- deftitute and defencelefs, 


entuely fer renewing the nego- 
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<< minions, or to make eftablifhments on their ceaits. 
«c And rhat the alternative fhall amount to a declara- 
«c gion of war. (With a draught, No 1.) 


ad. ‘* That the firft brigade, already ordered to a 
<< convenient ftation tor cr -Ming the Jumna, be fup- 
plied with ordnance, ammunition, and {tores fit for 
the fervice. 








3d. <“ That Major Camac be ordered back to Co- 
ac rumba, or to iome other conveuient ttation, within, 
« or near to our borders, and fupplied with ammuni- 
«c tion, &c. 


4th. << That Sir Eyre Coote be requefted to iffue 
the necefflary orders for carrying the preceding refo- 
lutions into execution. 








gth. <6 That a letter be written to the Paifhwa and 
<< his Minifters, on the fubjeét ot Colonel Goddard’s 
s commiffiion. (With a draught, No. 2.) 

Gth. * That a letter be written to Moodajee Boofla: 
«æ (With a draught, No. 3.) 


yth. ** That a letter be written to the Prefidency of 
<< Bombay, advifing of Colonel Goddard’s commiffion, 
* requiring conformity from them, and to prepare for 
«c fervice, whether offenfive or defenfive, in virtue of 
s explicit and pofitive orders from hence. 











Sth. <‘* That a letter be fent to the Prefidency of 
sc Madras, informing them of our defigns. And in 
¢* cafe of fuccefs againft Mahé, the forces to remain 
s there and at Tellicherry, in order to be ready to 
s move, on application, to join the forces at Bombay.” 





Although 
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Although the conjectures which lead to thef= propo- 
firions, are liable to animadverfion, as well as the pro- 
pofitions themfelves; yet as the generality of them, 
have alfo an apparent tendency to bring forth an ac- 
commodation with the M@arrattas, it will be created 
with the fame degree of indulgence which it reccived 
from Mr. Haftings’s conftant opponents on that fub- 
jest, referring to the evident {piric difguifed in the rift, 
3d, 4th, and sth coOnjcectures, and in the ift and 6th 
propofitions. Letters and authorities founded in ge- 
neral upon thefe propofitions, were refolved. 


* Letters from the Frefidency of Bombay, and from 
Colonel Egerton, having thrown new lights on many 
tranfactions, before, art; and after the expedition from 
thence to Poonah, it appeared, that the m jority of the 
Select Committee are reprehienfible in the higheit de- 
gree, in undertaking fo important a meafure without 
previoufly adjufting terms with Roganaut-row’s adher- 
ents; in not availing themfelves of the power they had 
vetted tn them over the Bengal detachmenr, to co-ope- 
rate with their own army; in not arriving at a clearer 
knowledze of the true ftate of the Puonah Durbar, be- 
fore they finally refolved upon actual ation; in the 
wilful violation of the Company’s pofitive orders, by 
the appointment of civil deputies to conduct military 
operations in the held; in tnveftineg civilians with pow- 
ers incompatible with military fervice, and fubverfive 
of that degree of fubordination, which atone can fecure 
a prospect of fuccefs;, in the enormous quantity of bag- 
gage and cattle, fo prepofteroufly inconfiitenc with the 
dittance, and number of troops; in the violation of a 
convention and capitulation, having, by their own aét 
and inveltiture in the Field Co:nmitree, iven tne molt 
folemn ratification which the whole board of ihe Seiect 
Committee, and the Company’s public ani corporate 
feal, could give; regardiefs, allo, of the ciiiical fitua- 

TIGI 








tion of two gentlemen, who freely yielded themfelves 
as hoftages, confiding in the facred faith of the Com- 
pany ; and the ungenerous manner in which Colonel 
Egerton and Colonel Cockburn were circumvented, 
under fpecious and falfe pretences, to refign the com- 
mand of the Bombay army in garrifon. 


The proceedings on thefe fubjeéts are voluminous, 
and therefore would be tedious. However, as nothing 
can lead to a clearer knowledge of the faéts, and the 
Original, as well as the exifting principles and views of 
the ruling parties, than fome of thcfe proceedings at 
both Boards, they fhall be feleéted for that purpofe, 
amd the narrative continued by extracts from them, 
during the difcuflion of thefe points, with only occa- 
fional remarks. 


Exxtraé? from a letter fron: the Sele? Committee of Bom- 
bay, tothe Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, 
dated 27th March, 1779. 


Par. 17. ‘* From the very general information the 
© Governor General and Council gave in of their pro-. 
e jected alliance with Moodajee Boofla, we could not 
€ form any judgment in what manner this Prefidency 
< might be affected thereby, woz did it firike us, that we 
€ could receive either injury or benefit from the Rajah 
€ of Berar, unle!fs he fhould affert his claim to the Ra- 
€ jafhip of the Marratta empire, to which he had fome 
€ pretenfions, and reftore the antient form of the Mar- 
t ratta government. We did not pretend to judge, 
what advantage a connection with him might afford 
to your Bengal province, to which his country is con- 
trzuous; but fo far as we might venture an opinion, 
we conceived them fo little liable to danger, that an 
aliiance with Moodajee Boofla merely for their fecu- 
rity, fo far as he could contribute to it, which ap- 

€ peared 
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peared by their letter to be the object of Mr. Elliot’s 
depuration, did not feem to be a confideration equi- 
vaient to the injury your general intrereft would fut- 
tain, were we to forego the plan refolved on the 21ft 


July. 


* Had we been apprized in time that the negociation 
with Moodajee Boofla, was to affect the operations of 
the Bengal detachment, or that in the intended alli- 
ance with him, was comprehended a plan, to fupply 
the place of the one originally recommended by us, 
and to anfwer the fame purpofe, we certainly would 
not have profecuted our plan for the reftoration of 
Ragoba;* and thereby have avoided the confufion 
infeparable from a complicated fcheme, when fo great 
a diftance lay between the parties. But we appeal to 
you, whether from the letters from Bengal of the 17th 
Auguft and 15th of Oétober, we had any reafon to 
€ entertain fuch an idea of the negociation with Moo- 
< dajee Boofla. On the contrary, in the laft of thefe 
* letters, the Governor General, and Council, after they- 
€ knew of the reftraint laid on Moraba, and the mem- 
<$ bers of his party, (adherents of Roganaut-row) gave 
t us reafon to conclude, that they ftill depended upon us 
< for the accomplifhment of thofe grand objectis we both bad 
€ in view,t by their giving up the controul over Colo- 
€ nel Goddard’s detachment, whether the plan formed 
‘in July exifted, or whether we had formed any other 
‘for the fame ends, confiftently with the terms they 
< had prefented for their afent.’ | 
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The preceding paragraph was accompanied by the 
minutes of Council, of which the following are feleét- 
ed, as peculiarly adapted to the prefent occafion : 


M 2 ©“ Minute 


* Ragoba and Roganaut-row, is one and the fame perfon. 
+ The words of the Bengal letter. 
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¢ Minute of Governor Hornby, ioth Feb. 1779. 


© The {chemes of the Governor General and Council, 
wich regard tothe Rajah of Bg¢rar, being yet unknown 
to us, it is impoſſible to found any meafure on them. . 
Yer, I cannot help now obierving, that if, as has been 
conjectured, the gentlemen at that Prefidency have 
entertained thoughts of reftoring in his perfon, the 
ancient Rajah government, the attempt feems likely 
to be attended with no {mall difficulty. The powers 
who are now in poficfion of the Paifhwa domains, 
together with all the Jaghire-dars, however difunited 
aniong themfelves, wouid probably concur in oppo- 
fing Moodajee Boofla; who, from every thing I have 
been able to learn, has for fome time paft taken no 
part in the Weftern broils, nor appears to have any 
party among the leading men in this part of the em- 
pire.* And I would wilh to fubmit to the Governor 
General and Council, whether it might not better 
anfwer our views, by fupporting a formidable Chief, 
like Moodajee Scindia, who has already acquired the 
actual poficffion of the Paifhwa domains, which are. 
the authority of the office, who is backed with the. 
reiources of his own Jaghire, and has the perfon of 
$ Roganaut-row at his diſpoſal, to give a colour of law- 


* pun 
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* If Mcodajee Boofla had actually fucceeded. He is a very old 
and inti:m man, tottering upon the verge of eternity. — Can, or 
cou.d Mr. Haftings infure the future conformity of aliiance and cor- 
refpondence of a feries of fucceffors, when wallowing in power and 
wealth, to the Company? Are there not recent inftances to the 
contrary in every part of India? Might it not, as himfelf faid on 
a late occafion, prove dangerous to the fecurity of the Company, to 
unite fuch great poffeflions, and of courfe fuch wealth and power, 
in any onè neighbouring itate; and would it not be highly impoli- 
tic, to bring fo very powerful a neighbour on the borders of the 
Company’s principal territories in Bengal, as the dominion of Be- 
far would then be in the full pofieifien of the Marratta power ana 
empire. : 
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‘ful authority to that he has affumed, than by attempt- 
ing to model the whole ftate a-new, and to place the 
rule of ic in hands of our own chufing; a labour, that 
is perhaps too arduous, and the fuccets certainly du- 
bious.’ 


The Governor of Bombay fubjoined to his declara- 
ion the following {tate of arrangements at Poonah: 


e Moodajee Scindia in every change has appeared 


{upreme. 


yit. © Ntadarow Narrain, Paifhwa: 
2d. © Savagee-row (Ragoba’s Son) Naib. 
3d. © Scindia and Holker, to act for Savagee-row. 


4th. * Ragoba, to relinquifh the government, have 


a Jaghire, and refide at Jaffi. 


gth. < Nana Furnefe and Sacaram, to conduét the 


government as Minifters, and to derive their authority 
from Scindia and Holker.’ 


This fettlement was paffed in writing.—AI] the Mar- 


ratta officers were affembled, and told, that this muft 
be looked upon and regarded as a comclufive fettle- 
ment, and any attempt to oppofe it, would be confider- 
ed as treachery againft the ftate. The ufual rejoicings 
on fuch occafions were obferved. 


Governor Ifornby, by minute of 30 March, 1779, 


urges the fame language as in the Letter to the Court 


of Directors of the 27th inft. and his laft recited minute 
of roth February, with reipect to the proceedings of 
the Supreme? Council.—And chat Mr. Elliot would have 

had 
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had to encounter very great difficulties and obftacles in 
the negociation with which he was entrufted, in order 
to reconcile the meafures already adopted at Bombay, 
with the hearty approbation and concurrence of the Su- 
preme Council, tothe other oppofite meafures of the 
Supreme Council, at one and the fame time. 





Mr. Draper, the 3d in the Bombay Councils, upon 
moere wife and accurate principles, declared, * thar he 
* had no opinion of fucceeding in any permanent alli- 
<< ance with Moodajee Scindia, from the ¢emporary na- 
“<ture of his prefent power. And he recommended, 
< in preference to all others, a direét and proper ar- 
“ rangement with the Marratta State.” * 


Mr. Hornby obferved further, ** that the Governor- 
s¢ General and Council probably thought, that the com- 
< munication of another fcheme, while that in favour 
** of Roganaut-row was under confideration, might ferve 
& only to embarrafs and produce a diffidence in the Bom- 
‘© bay Councils, which might impede the profecution of 
< their own meatures with the neceffary degree of con- 
¢* fidence and vigour.”* + 


On the fame day, Mr. Hornby recorded another mi- 
nute, which claims fingular attention for the general 
propriety of the fentiments which it inforces.—Indeed, 
it proves, thatin confenting to the difgraceful expedition 
under field-deputies, he erred only in judgment. The 
following paffages are literal extracts from it: 

f ee Bio- 


* This minute merits the attention of the Court of Directors. 


+ T heʻe conjectures are furely not ferious :— They carry a ftrong 
appearance of irony, however confiftent with the condu&t of Mr. 
Hailings, in not communicating his views in favour of Moodajee 
Booila, to the Prefi tency of Bombay, the fervants of the fame Com- 
pany, co-operating in the fame caufe. 
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s< The Bengal detachment muft already have coft an 
immenfe fum, and its expences, while it remains here, 
is more than equal to the full amount of all our pre- 
fent revenues. Colonel Goddard has hitherto fup- 
plied himfelf with the fums neceffary for the payment 
of the troops, by drafts on Bengal; but this is a re- 
fource that cannot be depended on for longer than > 
eight or ten lacks more at fartheft.—The Colonel has 
likewife already expreffed his anxiety, with regard to 
the burthen his expences may prove to the Bengal 
treafury ; and indeed, if we confider the increated 
military and naval eftablifhments of that Prefidency, 
on account of the war with France, and the demands 
which probably have been already made on the Go- 
vernor General and Council by the Gentlemen of Ma- 
drafs, whofe diftrefs for money has, as we have un- 
derftood, been the caufe of their delaying fo long, to 
carry into execution the projected expedition againft 
Mahé. We muft confider itas highly probable, that 
our hopes of tupplies of cafh from Bengal may fail 
us.—In 1776, when the Governor Genéral and Coun- 
cil propofed fupporting us in a war with the Marratta 
s Minifters, on a profpeé& of Colonel Upton’s negoci- 
“© ations proving ineffectual, they advifed us, that they 
‘* had refolved to fupply us with ten lacks, which fem 
ícemed all they could allow us to depend upon. —- 
s“ For they infifted that it fhould be referved for the 
‘t purpoíes of the war only, * and even ordered a fe pa- 
“ rate account of it, that they might be fatisfed it was 
% applied to no other.—!If this was the cafe at that time, 
“© how much lower muft our expeétations be at this, 
‘s when their own occafions, as well as the expences of 


€ the 














* ‘This prudent cconomical fyftem, fubfi 
wority of Mr. Haftings. The application 
tically feafonable, had not Mr. 
Principles diametrically oppofite. 
and confers honour on the author. 


{ted only during the mi- 
of Mr. Hornby was cri- 
aitings acted and thought from 
‘The reproach was fevere and juit, 





E rE 

c the Prefidency af: Madras, : muft,be chereafed. much 
* beyond what we can ventyre even to guefs'at.. By 
“<< the moft exact eftimate. k have been able co make, I 
< widge that between this. time and the 31 ft:of October ’ 
<< next (feven months) we fhall have occafion for about © 
< fifty lacks, and.all oyr refources together do not df- ' 
s< ford us a proípećt of more than 20 lacks; great parc 
<< of the laft depending on: the clearing of purchafers 
€ goods from our warehoufe, and on revenues, a con- 
<: fiderable part of which is to be received in kind, will 
“<< be apt ro fall fhort of the eftimate, while our expen-~ 
<: ces are likely to exceed, rather than prove lefs than 
“¢ they are rated at.—We might, indeed, by putting a’ 
<< total {top to our inveftmenfs, apply about four lacks’ 
t appropriated for the purchafe of pepper, and the com- 
sc pletion of the China fhips cargo, to defray our ordi-- 
€: nary expences; but befides the inadequate proportion 
< of this iupply to our wants, the remainder will, I be- 
<¢.lieve, be thought very- defperate.”’ 





. © Another very aldrming circumftance calls for our 
< confideration. Colonel Goddard informs us, that'one 
⸗ half of his Sepoys have refufed to receive their pay 
< for the month of January, unlefs that for the month 
< of February is at the fame time difcharged; and 
<< he feems to think that this has proceeded trom a dif= 
«c pofition among the men to return home, if they could: 
<< furnifh themfelves with money enough to bear their 
€ charges to their own country. — It is true, Colonect 
«< Goddard is of opinion, that he fhall be able to put a 
«c ftop to this ípirit, on his return to the camp; bur 
«<< we have every reafon to fear rhe increafe of ir, fhould 
< che troops remain longer unengaged in fervice, which . 
« might divert them from fuch thoughts.” 


<< Whatever our difficulties may be from the increafe 
' of our expences, and the neceffity of providing for the 
| << puntuat 
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‘*< puactual payment of our troops, yet the defence of 
“* the fetrlement abfolutely requires, that we fhould find 
** means of keeping up our prefent force, while things 
** remain in the ftate they now are with the Marrattas; 
“< and while the war with France continues. The only: 
** way in which this can be effeéted is, by fecuring fuch 
‘t a revenue under our own collection, as may be nearly 
** an{fwerable to our expences ; * and it is abfolutely ne- 
** ceffary to think of taking fuch meafures for this pur 
*“* pofe, before the diftrefs we forefee arrives at fuch a 
“* heighr, as to render our efforts ineffectual. — By the 
* month of October our finances will be utterly ex- 
“© haufted ; the full amount procured from Bengal ta- 
** ken up, and a large fum ftill due. In this ftate; 
“* fhould we have to fupport an united attack from the 
<< French and Marrattas, in what conditton fhall we then 
* be to oppofe them ? — Our ‘bond-debt is already in- 
“* creafed near eight lacks. None of the money ex- 
st pected from Bengal to pay off that before contracted; 
* is yet arrived; and to moft people here it feems in- 
© credible, that the fubfcription opened at Bengal for 
“ raifing the fum necefiary, cannot be filled; or depen- 
<e denee had upon ic for fupplies.” F 


‘¢ Tet any one earry his view forward to the month of 
cc October next, and imagine what our fituation muft 
“© then be, if we continue inactive until that time; and 
“<< let him tell me, whether the moit unfucceitsful war 

T e could 


* This infatiable or ambitious idea, it is to be fufpected, fpurred 
Mr. Hornby and his colleagues in council, to the unwarrantable 
fupport of Roganaut-row, without weighing the {tate of affairs and 
prababie confequences, with that wife dehberation which became 
their ftations. | | | 

Here is an honeft confeffion of the decline of the Company’s. 
credit in India, by one of the oldeit and mot fenfible members of 
their adminiftration; yet Mr. Haitings urged and ttimulated the 
Prefidency of Bombay, and the Supreme Council, to involve hiy 
employers in this labyrinth of diltrefs and threatened deitruction- 
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& could bè attended with more ruinous confequences 
s than we are then to expect, without the iofs of a fin- 
€ gle battle, and in poffeffion ftill of every foot of land 
t< we at pretent hold. It will then be in vain to talk of 
« waiting for orders, or affiftance of any fort from a- 
t broad, when all our hopes at home fail us, and the. 
s&s moment of providing for our neceffities is paft. The 
*“ Poonah Durbar will foon find the terms of the con- 
sc vention, which they ftill infift on, will be every day 
s: leís in our power to refufe. And we may depend that 
s% with fuch a claim on us, which they ftill keep up, they 
“<< mean to enforce it, whenever the opportunity may 
€: feem favourable. After allowing for ten lacks more 
& on Bengal, between this and next October, which is 
* to the full as much as we fhall find bills for, and I 
s fear may be more than that government can conve- 
<< niently ipare us, we muft expect to be at leaft 20 lacks 
% more in debt, which is fo large a fum, that I have 
*“ doubts whether we may be even able to borrow it. 
“« But granting that money is ever fo plentiful, yet we 
** have no funds to pay the intereft. And if once it is 
4 feen that the dreams of inexhauftible wealth from 
“< Bengal are at an end, that our fupplies from thenée 
“< are ftopped, and our expences more than double our 
‘© annual revenue, our credit muft fail, and we muft 
“* fix a fhort day for the period of our ability to raife 
‘ money by loans. * The Bengal troops which may 
“* now give vigour to our operations, by the time I 
t allude to, may be quite ufelefs for want of money to 
*“ pay them. Or, if they were to have no caufe of dif- 
“* fatisfaction on this account, there is reafon to fear 
*“ their numbers will every day diminifh, by their go- 
“sing off to their own country; for which they will 
‘ naturally be growing more impatient the longer they 
ss are kept without employment.” -+ 

The 


© However dreadful the impending afpeé, reafon confirms it as a 
natural onc. | | 
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The foregoing abftract breathes fo much candour in 
plain, unaftećted terms, and exhibits a portrait of the 
Company’s affairs, under fuch high, diftinguifhing co- 
lours, that the mind cannot poffibly err in drawing juft 
conclufions, as well from the predetermined meaſures 


which led to it, as the imminent evils which the all- 
powerful hand of Providence can alone avert. 


Colonel Egerton, after fru‘tlefs endeavours and ex- 
peftulations in Bombay, appealed by letter dated the 
3th March, accompanying a circumftantial ftate of his 
cafe, to the Supreme Council; the nature of Colonel 
E.gerton’s complaint will appear in the minutes of Mr. 
Francis fo clearly, that it would be a work of fuperero- 
gation to abftract them here, but a ftriking paflage 
concerning the character of Roganaut-row, demands 
an indifpenfible place, viz. 






<< For this reafon, and becaufe I thought it conform- 
s< able to your direétions in moft refpects, I confented 
to continue granting fupport to Ragoba, though 
= much againft my own inclination, from a conviétion 
that a man blackened with the commifiion of the moft 
atrocious crimes, would not prove an advantageous 
“© or hanourable ally; and that no faith could be ex- 
pected from his moit folemn engagements. Howe- 
ver, notwithftanding thefe my rooted principles, the 
affiftance of the Company’s forces for conduéting him 
%* to Poonah, could not at this time be with-held, with- 
out a total fubverfion of the political fyftem, we had 
s: jo long ago embarked in.’ 


It appears from thefe abftracts that Mr. Haftings per- 
feverec with unpardonable and inexculable obftinacy in 
purtuing the plan of alliance with Moodajee Boofla, a- 
gain{tt every reaionable principle of found policy, and 
the force of clear conviction, in four material points.— 


2 Firft, 
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Firft, had the negociation at Berar fucceeded, and been 
garried into effect at Setterah, the. meafure of reftoring 
the antient M:.ratta government would be not only im- 
politic, but madnefs, threatening the fubverfion of the 
C::mpany; and, in a general view, the fubverfion alfo 
of al] the native powers of India. — Secondly, the Go- 
vernor General having had a knowledge of the confine- 
ment of Moraba, and the other Marratta chiefs who ad- 
hered to Koganaut-row, before the cqnfultation of 12th 
Gtober 1773, and the inftructions tranfmicted to Bom- 
bay, in couiequence thereof, the caufe of Roganaut- 
row ceafed to wear any longer a propitious afpect, and 
fhould, in prudence, have been abandoned upon terms 
of perfonal fecurity to him.—T hirdly, having had a per- 
fect knowledge of the in:amy and — — of Ro- 
ganaut-row, it was highly difhonourable to the Com- 
pany, dangerous to any confidence which might in fu- 
ture be repofed in him, and produétive of difguft and 
diffidence in the minds of all the ftates af Hindoftan, 
that the Company’s proteétion, friendfhip and arms, 
fhould be proftituted to the fervice and exaltation of a 
man whote vices, dyed in the blood of his own kindred, 
and inuelibly ftamped with the fouleft treachery, had 
rendered peculiarly obnoxious and detefted throughout 
Afia.—aAnd fourthly, having had a fixed objeét in his 
own head, and concealing it under falfe and fpecious 
pretences from M: Francis anc Mr. W heler at the Su- 
preme Board, and from the Seleét Committee in Bom- , 
bay, he mifled and amufed the latter, and excited them 
to procced to extiemities upon a falfe ground, and er- 
ronecus principles, which candour, ingenuity, and fide- 
licy to his truft, muft have inevitably prevented, and by 
that means have preferved the honour ot the Company’s 
arms urdullied, their reputation unimpeached, and their 
treafures unexhautted. Oo — iin: 

















May 24. 
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May 24. The poffeffion of Bombay letters and do- 
cuments, neceffarily commanded the interpofition, and 
fhould have comnianded the decifive judgments in cer- 
tain cafes, of the Supreme Council of India.—Mr. 
Haſtings is poffeffed of abilities and perfpicuity which 
are too diflinguifhed not to difcover the miferable ftu- 
ation into which his own meatures had plunged the Corn- 
pany, and it became theretore a political principle in 
him to endeavour, by an appearance of temper, mode- 
ration, and condefccnfion, to footh and lull the quick 
difcerning faculties of thofe who had fteadily oppofed 
his deftructive plans from retorting the chief blame up- 
on himfelf ; and by a fimilar management and addrefs, 
after loading the Prefidency of Bombay with bitter re- 
proaches and cenfures on the Bengal minutes, to impofe 
filence on them for fear of more ierious difcoveries to 
his own difhonor, by writing to themfelves in a ftyle 
and language expreffive only of confidence, hopes, 
concern, and fympathy. Having, to all appearances 
thefe objects in contemplation, on the 24th May he 
prefented a minute of enormous extenfion, with an 
elaborate preamble of affected candour, exemplary 
moderation, and unufual condefcenfion ; but, now and 
then tinétured with factious and infidious infinuations, 
with refpect to other members of the board. He pro- 
pofed various matters to the confideration of the board, 
arranged under twenty-two heads. On this occafion 
alfo, Mr. Haftings reckoned without his hoft. The 
addition of Sir Eyre Coote to his forces, did not inti- 
midate, or even flacken, the determined perfevering 
exertions of Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler. 


After thus arranging fyftematically the catalogue of 
matter fubmitted in the Bombay difpatches, Mr. Haft- 
ings, defirous of avoiding any fcrutiny which might 
again bring his own cornduét more openly into difcuf- 
fion, and probably draw the whole blame upon himfelf, 

| | attacked 
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attacked, with indecent violence, the council of Bom- 
bay, without producing any fpecific or direét charge. 
The unwillingnefs with which he entered upon this im- 
portant part of his public dury, will appear evident in 
the following, among many other fimilar paffages in 
hts minute : 


< If the Board fhall judge it incumbent on them to 
enter into fo laborious a difcuffion, I fhall fubmit, 
though relunétantly, to bear my part in it.—Reluc- 
tantly, becaufe it will occupy more of our time, than 

“we can fpare from other more fubftantial objects ; and 
becaufe I forefee that it will lead to altercations among 
ourfelves, it being impoffible that we who have but 
juft begun to agree in opinion, as to public meafures, 
fhould all become of one mind on twenty-two diftinét. 

' and interefting propofitions, and becaufe it would be 
unavailing and inconclufive.’ 


ana a anneea 


It is obfervable now, that the prefence of Sir Eyre 
Coote had foftened Mr. Haftings, from that imperious 
diétatorial ftile, and filent contempt, which marked his 
former minutes, while his own cafting voice decided 
all points in controverfy. In the above fpecimen there 
appears a ftrange inconfiftency of argument.—What 
‘ cther more fubftantial objeéis,? could come before the 
Board, than a meafure which confeffedly threatened 
ruin to the Company’s concerns in Afia? and yet in 
the fourth line thereafter he declares, that the unfub- 
jtantial objects are become very * interefting,” which ne- 
verthelefs, would be * unavailing and inconclufive,’ if made 
the fubjects of * laborious difcuffion ;? thus conicious guilt 
forcfaw, and feemed to anticipate the confequences of 
the enquiry , it was therefore natural for him to wifh 
tO evace It. | 


A gain, 
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Again, he fays—* That to cenfure or to command, 
is all that we can do, except in one inftance;* for 
our cenfures cannot imprefs reftraint, nor our com- 
mendations avert the effects of paft misfortunes, or 
preclude the judgment, which awaits the inftruments 
of them from higher authority.+ Our effectual au- 
thority is limited to political engagements and military 
operations ? undertaken without our previous licence.” D 
Fhe treaty, or convention, or whatever name it may 
bear, which was concluded at Wargaum, certainly 
falls within this defcription, and it is in our power: if 
we pleafe, to punifh the authors of it by a temporary fuf- 
Penfion. Baut is it neceflary? An act fo fatal to the 
interefts of the Company, and fo difgraceful to the 
reputation of the Britifh nation, cannot fail to excite 
the moft rigid fcrutiny into the condu&é& of every 
one concerned in. it, and the caufes which produced. 
it, § by thofe who have the power both to judge and 

€ to 
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°. A Jefuitical evafjon indeed! Command fhould precede cenfure, 
and difobedience authorized difmiffion.— What more can the Court | 
of Dire&tors infli@t ? unlefs the premeditated effe& will judicially en- 
title the injured party to damages. | 

+ Is not the power of fufpenfion deemed an effectual authority, 
in the mean time? But Mr. Haftings trufted, that if the matter 
was immediately, and without local inveftigation, referred home, 
the fuperior influence of his own friends, would flur over the en- 
quiry without fcrupulous ferutiny, and reft the whole blame upon 
the Bombay Council ; whereas, if the enquiry was invettioated in 
India, he dreaded, that the minutes of thofe who oppofed his mea- 
fures, and thofe of the Bombay Council, would.trace the fubje& to 
its fource, and diitribute the ftigmas among the culprits, according 
to their refpeftive degrees of criminality. 

t Here Mr. Haftings has carried affected moderation beyond his 
purpofes, becaufe the Bombay Council having had < previous di- 
< cence,’ he, unguardedly, criminates himfelf, as the fole author 
of the licence. | — 

§ By this bravado, he expected to imprefs the public wich. an 
idea innocence in himfelf, and to avoid the cenfure of a direct 
participation, if not that of appearing the oftenfible criminal. 





( 


to punifh ; which, perhaps, in this cafe, we bave not 
in efect.’ * l i 





€ The charge preferred by Governor Hornby againſt 
€ Colonel Egerton, and Lieutenant Colonel Cockburn, 
€ and referred expreisly to us for our judgment upon 
€ it.“ is but a imall portion of a long feries of long 
s% apparent miícondućt, every part of which has an 
“© equal claim, and many greater, to our confideration 
“© of them.” There was no need of this reference to 
“us, * nor are we competent to receive it.” + 





<« Mr. Hattings, after beftowing a profufion of re- 
< proach, invective and abufe, on the Bombay govern- 
< ment, for the whole of their conduct, all at once 
€ {weetened his tone intoa tender melodious accent, and 
© he urged temper in the form of conveying the opinions and 
© refolutions of the Board to men who were not exempt from 
€ the common infirmities of bumanity, in order .to give en- 
© couragement and confidence to their future proceedings, in- 
< flead of adding to their depreffion, which, by inflaming 
their paffions, might prove the fureft means of converting 
the power ftill left in their bands into inftruments of oppo- 
fition, and even of ‘the defeat of the very meafures which 
required their agency, and could not be accomplifhed with- 
out it.” S 
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This is the moft fevere and cruel part of Mr. Haft- 
ings’s cenfures, becaufe it ceafes to attack their inca- 
pacity and want of judgment, but is pointedly direéted 
to their hearts, and which, in fact, becomes a charge 

of 


e Here he contradicts what he averred but a few lines before, that 
the Council poffefied the power of fufpenfion. a, 

+ Knowing, as Mr. Haftings avows, ‘ thofe great and repasan 
« mifconducts of a long ftanding,’ how criminal was himfelf, in 
not reftraining them, having the power, and confiderably more cri 
minal, in extending their power beyond the reach of correction 2 
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of high, immediate criminality againft himfelf, whether 
he really entertained thofe fentiments of the Bombay 
government or not.—Fie declares, in explicit terms, 
©“ That under the influence of paffion, be believes them ca- 
< pable of betraying the moft facred truff ;’ and although 
he avows that the Supreme Board have legal power to 
fuipend men of that dangerous difpofition frem their 
f{tations, he prefers the mild and temperate expedient 
of fuppreffing every idea of reproach, under pretence 
of preventing the abufe of an authority, which he, 
notwithſtanding, continues to cloath them with, at the 
avowed hazard of fubverting the whole Britifh power, 
together with the property and poficffions of the Eng- 
lifna Eaít-lndia Company in Hindoftan.—The artifice 
and device practifed upon this occafion, were too Bim- 
fily fhaded to conceal the defign. The Governor of 
Bombay erred principally in conveying the power of 
the whole Board to a committee which accom panied 
the expedition, and in being too credulous to the afa 
fertions of Mr. Mottyn and Mr. Lewis;—bur above 
all, im being too obedient to the dark, my fterious 
dictates of Mr. Haftings. Mr. Draper, with a pene- 
trating judgment, qualified by experience, oppofed the 
whole meatures, in every itage, and was of courfe blame- 
lefs;—Mr. Moftyn, whofe opinion firft mifled the reft, 
was dead ;—Colonel Egerton continued under fufpen- 
fion.—And Mr. Carnac alone, remaining as the dreaded 
and exceptionable character, againft whofe voice was 
oppofed that of Colonel Goddard, invefted with the 
plenipotentiary and controuling power of the Supreme 
Council of [ndia ;—the Governor concluded with a 
propofal of a draught of a letter, to be written to the 
Select Committee of Bombay, agreeably to the mild 
fympathizing ítyle which he thought moft confiftent 
with prudence,. than the dangerous confequences of ex- 
afperating defperate fpirits, by juft reproaches; 


O 
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Sir Eyre Coote, -having prepared ‘a’ minute, which 
while it difcovered tne animated remains of a vetcran, 
exprefled (in itS primitive garb)*, uninfluenced fenti- 
ments, and prom:fed honor to himfelf, and a happy 
iue to the eruit Committed to him, in a two-fold ca- 
pacity ; this performance, whether prompted by vanity, 
for it contained good things, or want of thought, for 
Sir Lyre is often ablent in company, he prefented at 
the -board,: notwihttanding that he had tome time 
before, become a convert to the fuperior eloquence and 
influence of the Governor, and fecond in council. Va- 
mity may be aicribed as a prevailing principle, becayfe 
the paper was tranimitted to all parts, as an admirable 
fpecimen of diftinguifhed abilities, to excite the future 
expectations of mankind. 





‘Fhe’ language thus publifhed will enflame the paf- 
fons of, men againft ‘the author; if .by an. aétual 
apoitacy from the very fpirit which it breathed, it is 
difcovered, that tt was but a voice, an artificial. found 
emitted by the mouth, without the’ concurrence- of the 
—— * — 


He entered with judgment into an accurate detail of 
the whole proceedings, from the adoption of the mea- 
furesin July 1778, and inveftigated circumftances and 
facts deducible from them, to the return of the van- 
quifhed army, . and the tuipenfion of the military com- 
manders in Bombay. He criminated the condu@t of 
the felect committee, in taking away from the military 
¢ommander the authority and influence which alone 
could enfure fuccefs and victory, and vefting it in 
a committee of two civilians, occupying three voices 
ageinit a fipple voice of the nominal military com- 
-mander.—And with juft propriety, he enumerated 

i | againſt 











-2 He altered parts of it ſeveral days thereafter. 
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againſt Mr. Carnac (who, after the death of Mr. Mol- 
tyn, poff{ffed abtoluts and uncontrouled power over 
the army) a catalogue of crimes and errors, on which 
he makes the tollowing very expreifive interrogations 
and iugecitions. , 


* Is there any thing,’ faid Sir Eyre, < that we, the 
Supreme Council can do, adequate to fuch cafe ? 
The eyes of the nation are upon us.—Our feelings 
for our country’s honour, will be the meature of our 
own.—Our powers extend to a removal from their 
itations.—Removal from ftation, fetting lofs of cha- 
racter out of the queftion, amounts only to a cefia- 
tion of lalary.—— And fhall a mere ceffation of falary 
be a requital for the facts here ftated, if they fhould 
prove true? No! let the acquital or punifhment; 
fuch an inveftigation may bring on, become a na- 
tional object. I propofe, that a public trial be 
ordered home. Our martial law muft decide upon 
the merits of the two commanders of the army, or 
fuch other officers, whofe conduét upon the expe- 
dition may require elucidating But nothing lefs 
than our national tribunals can acquit or punifh the 
civii gentlemen engaged in it, who by the exceffive 
powers they took, preferved the whole refponfibility 
to themfelves.”’ , 


e A ff A A A.A A AR AR A RAR AR AR OR OR 


What a pity that thefe fentiments poffeffed his mind, 
but for a tew days only; it will appear by the minutes, 
that on the 7th and ioth of June he adopted others, 
directly oppofite ; and on the 14th June fub:cribed to 
a letter, which faciificed the military Commanders of 
Bombay to the decifion of the Civilians, who were their 
accufers, and whom he declared fo late as the 24th of 
May to have ‘ preferved the whole refpcnfibilizy to them- 
< fetves.” In the tame fhort tpace, by a ttrange infa- 
tuation, (for who can account for hu:nan infatuation) 

2 
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he departed from all the patriotic, juft, and elevated 


maxims, urged with fo much energy and military fire, 
in this minute. 


After complimenting Colonel Goddard on his great 
merit as an officer, Sir Eyre Coote propofed, that the 
rank of a Brigadier General by brevet commiiffion be 
conferred on him, but adds, * 


That it is notin the power of the Governor general 
and Council, or the Prefidency of Bombay, to ap- 
point him commander in chief of the forces there, 
or to give him an effective voice in the Seleét Com- 
mittee; as Colonel Egerton cannot be looked upon 
in any other light than Commander in Chief, (tho’ 
prevented from aé¢ting as fuch) until che fentence of 
a Court Martial, or the Court of Direétors, decide 
upon the charges laid againft him. Under thefe cir- 
cumftances, I have only torecommend, that the Go- 
vernment of Bombay ihalli give Colonel Goddard--a 
deliberative voice in their committee, and confult 
him upon all military and pelitical points ; and that . 

we continue to him thofe powers which he alread 
ffeffes from this government, and further invef 
im with fuch others as may be found neceffary for 
carrying on our views.’—lIn continuation he obferved, 
That Moodajee Boofla was propofed, becaufe his ele- 
vation will reftore the old Marratta Government, and 
thereby ftrengthen, aggrandize, and unite the Mar- 
ratta Empire; which very reafon feeming fo ftrong 
with the Council of Bombay,* if no better can be 
given, will prevent my ever concurring in it. Our 
real interefts are to keep theirs divided ; always pre- 
venting over-growth of power in any of theif parties; 
€ thus 


“A A MAARARARA MAAR HRAARAARAH AA A A 


© He erred through inattention. The Council of Bombay thought 
—— as he did himfelf. And the miftake led him to oppofe his 
new fricnd Mr. Haitings, whofe favourite meafure it was. 
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thus endeavouring to hold the feales in our own 
hands, we remain ourfelves in a great degree the 
umpire. This is the trueft road to the fupport of 
our dignity and profit, as well as tothe fureft means 
of retaining undifturbed, what we now poffeifs.—lI 
therefore think, that at prefent we fhould not look 
to renew a war, but negoriate with the various Mar- 
ratta interefts, an honourable peace, conformably 


to the directions already given Colonel Goddard 
upon that head. 


A AA awahARA A A 


< Butif by refufing this they force us to continue 
hoftilities, then our utmoft vigour fhould be exerted 
to fupport our military reputation in this country, 
and by one united effort, put a glorious aad fpeedy 
end to the war. As to the various plans propofed of 
feeking war for plunder, the honor of the nation and 
the Company, infeparable from my own, will never 
permit me to fubfcribe to it.” * 


Mr. Francis’s minute upon the fame occafion, will 
-befpeak attention without either commendation or pre- 


face.—The moft ftriking parts will be preiented in his 
own words, as follow: 


< I ought to apprize the Board, that inthe following 
minute I have not offered my opinions on the mea- 
fures, which it may be proper for us to adopt here- 
after, for effecting a folid peace on the Marratta coait, 
becaufe I looked on that part of the general fubjeét 
as already provided for, or, at leaft, difpofed of for 
the prefenr, by the powers and inftruétions which we 


€ have 


A A A AA A 


° He after feveral days fafhioned and qualified the two laft para- 
graphs to the mind and views of Mr. Haftings. Both continue 


upon record, as a monument Of his good nature, and pliant conde- 
ftenfion. 
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€ have given to Colonel Goddard.—My refleétions ap — 
* ply only to the facts already paft, and which I un” 
<- derftand to be referred generally to us, for our judg- 
-ment upon them.’ 


The Minute of Mr..Francis, viz. 


€ It is needlefs at this time to enter into a confidera- 
tion of the juftice of our quarrel with the Marrratta 
Government, or of the extent and quality of the 
powers under which the Prefidency of Bombay have 
acted, in violating the treaty of Poonah. Thofe quef- 
tions have been iufficiently difcuffed in the Governor- 
General’s minutes and mine, before Sir Eyre Coote’s 
arrival.’ | : 


(AAR AKA A 


< The following obfervations are confined to the po- 
licy of the meafure within itfelf, and on its own prin- 
ciples, and to the propriety of the means made ule of; 
€ to carry it into execution.’ 


= aft. ¢ It appears by the Bombay confultations of the 
roth December 1777, and by their letter to us of 
the 20th January 1778, that they were unanimoufly 
determined, not to engage in any active enterprize 
in favour of Roganaut-row, unlefs they were folicited 
thereto, by Saccaram-Moraba, Bucheoba, and Tuc- 
kojee Holker, by a joint application, under their 
hand-writing and ficca’s (feais) and that this was a 
condition fine qua non. 


<€ Yet on the iſt July following, they refolve to 
march to Poonah, with Rogdnaut-tow, without hav- 
ing received any application from the perfons above- 
mentioned, or entered into any fpecific engagements 
whatfoever, with any of the Marratta Chiefs.” After 


the expedition had failed, Mr. Hornby fays, It was 
© evident p 
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€ terms oft co-operation with fome of the Marratta 
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evident, there was not one Chief in the Empire who 
would draw a {word fir Roganaut-row.’—(Minute 


oth February 1779) ‘ Ic follows therefore that in un- 





dertak:ng to act, without having previoufly ſettled 





Chiefs, they departed from their own fundamental 
principles, and as far as fuccefs depended on fuch 
co-operations, they had no right to expeét it. 


2d. * It further apears by their proceedings of 12th 
October 1778, that when they took their refolution 
in July, they reckoned upon the hopes of affiftance 
from Moraba, Bucheoba, and Holker, ’ with 30,000 
horfe. Yetin Oétober they determined to carry their — 
plan into execution, when every expeétation of fuch 
affiftance muft have failed chem, confidering the two 
firft of the above Chiefs were then under reftraint, 
and the latter greatly fuf{pedcted. 


3d. < In July, they appear to have relied on the af- 
fittance of Colonel Leflie*s detachment, and to have 
confidered the fecuring a junétion with him, as effen- 
tial to the fuccefs of their plan, for which purpofe they 
then tent him orders to march to Zonir.—vYet on the 
12th October, while our detachment was ftillin Bun- 
diecund (the fame {tation which it occupied in July) 
that is, at fo great a diftance, that a junétion could 
not poflibly have been effected before the February 
following ; they determine to carry their plan ferth- 
with into execution. 





4th. < With thefe faéts before me, I havea right to 
conclude, that the Seleét Committee in attempting to 
march to Poonah, have aéted in oppofition to their 
own profeit principles. I mean, that whereas at firft, 
and up to the 12th October, they appear to have 
thoughe certain conditions neceflary, as well to juttify 


© their 
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their engaging in the meature in queftion, as to iAfure 
the fucceis of iç; they at laft plunged themfelves into 
the execution of their plan, when every one of thefe 


conditions had failed them. 


sth. * Their ignorance of the real ftate of the Poonah 
Durbar, and of the refpective powers and influence. 
of the perfons who compofed it, is a remarkable cir- 
cumftance, and fhould ferve as a future caution to 
the Company, and to this Government, againft truft- 
ing implicitly to any intelligerice we may receive from 
that quarter.—While the ‘plan was in agitation, it 
fuited their purpofe to reprefent Nana, as the moft 
werful, and to us, the moft formidable of all the 
arratta Chiefs; that he was.devoted tothe French, 
and had engaged to put them into poffeffion of 
Choul. Whatever his inclinations might be, of 
which we have no better evidence than of the reft; it 
is clear that they were miftaken in their opinion 
of his power.’ Mr. Hornby fays, in his minute of 






=- 
a 


agth February 1779, * The lead that Scindia has taken 


in the adminiftration, and the condition to which he 
bas reduced Nana, to be no more than a creature of 
his, were never thoroughly known, till the facts dif- 
covered themfelves on this occafion; yet they are to 
be traced in Mr. Moftyn’s and Mr. Lewis’s advices, 
ever fince the revolution effected by Madajee Scin- 
dia’s ‘means in June laft, when Nana fled to him.” 


On which Mr. Draper obferves—* That he cannot 


e 


& 


‘a P 


enough lament, that we have fo lately become ac- 
quainted with Scindia’s being the principal perfon in 
power, notwithitanding the refidence of Mefirs. Mo- 
ityn and [Lewis at Poonah.’ . 


‘ In the execution of the meafure, the Board, I think, 
will fee fuch errors at the outfer, as might have been 
1{t. * Their 


alone fufficient to defear it. 


rr a a ee | 
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? 
rit. * Their appointment of Field-deputies, under 
the title of a Committee for toncerting and conducting 
all military operations. The fuccefs of military ope- 
rations depends u;:on a unity of command, without 
which there can be neither decifion or difpatch. De- 
bate and execution cannot move together —Conftant 
experience has fhewn the bad effects of Field-deputa- 
tions.— The Company in a former inftance feverely 
condemned the appointment at Madras ona fimilar 
fervice, and no one argument is fuggefted to thew, 
that fuch an appointment was neceffary on the prefent 
occafion., If the Seleét Committee deemed ther 
commanding officer unequal to the conduct of an ex- 
pedition of three fcore miles, they ought not to have 
employed him. To place a civil authority over the 
immediate execution of military operations, might 
create many mifchiefs, and could correét none. Mrs 
Hornby himfelf ‘feems to have entertained the fame 
opinion of the meafure that I do.— The commifiion 
given to the Committee required the obedience of all 
the Company’s fervants, civil and military, yet Mr. 
Hornby in his letter of 23d December, to Mr. Car- 
nac, fays, that in his opinion, there can be no necef- 
fity for publifhing it, and that the promulgation of 
fuch a commiffion might bear the appearance of fetting 
up an authority in the very camp, to fuperfede that 
of the commanding officer, and give ideas among the 
troops, as well as to Colonel Egerton, very diffe- 
rent from thole of the Select Com mittee.” — Hie con- 





feffles, that the words, * To concert and condué all mi- 
< litary operations, are too comprehenfive, that they 
* 


efcaped himielf at the time the commiffion paſſed, 
and he thinks they muft have Mr. Carnac alfo.’ 


€ Confiderirng that the body of the commiffion itfelf 


does not exceed a few lines, it feems extraordinary, 
that the effential parts of it fhould pafs unobferved by 
E’ 


thoie 
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thofe who drew it up. But, whether it efcaped thofe 
gentlemen or not, Colonel Egerton has fufficiently 
cleared himf--!f fiom any concern in the meafure. Be- 
fore he left Bombay he protefted (on the 7th of No- 
vember 1778) againít being accompanied by Field- 
deputies. I he commifiion was fiamed after his de- 
parture, and he protcfitcd againft its being publifhed 
in the army, as foon as he taw it on the 2orh De- 
cember. 


“A A'A FH ACR A A 


2d. < The immoderate quantity of baggage, and train 
of cattle which attended the army, and which is faid 
to have amounted to nineteen thoufand, frem to have 
been unneceflary for fo fhort a march, and wholly in- 
confiftent with the plan of an expedition, which could 
only have fuccceded by rapidity and furprize. 


A- AAA A 


3d. < The allowing Roganaut-row to move with a 
feparate camp, inftead of keeping him conftantly un- 
der the cyes of the Commander in Chief, feems to me 
a capital miftake, in confequenceof which the motions 
ot our army were made to depend on thofe of Roga- 
naut-row, who kept aloof when he thought fit, and. 
was lett at liberty to negociate with the enemy for 
himielf, and in cafe of a misfortune, betray us ta 
tiem. * so G | Í 


A A A-A AAAA 


< For thefe defeéts in the executive part of the plan, 
€ I arem the Prifident and Select Committee entirely. 
< aniwerabie.’ | | 


1779, June 7th ard soth, Mr. Francis minuted fe- 
verai paragiaphs more, on the fubjeét of the military 
| | opera- 


* An event which he attempted to execute. See the Arcot Va- 
keel’s lctter to the Nabob, the oth paragraph, thus, © Reganaur- 
< yonu feni privately tothe NMarraita Chief Scindia, telling bim thai 
© if Le wuculd atiack the Englifh, be would join them with bis army. 
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opëtations, to the effect of the latter part of the draft of 
a letter which he propofed in Council, on the 7th June; 
and debated upon the 10th—therefore to carry on the 
conformity, the concluding paragraphs of the propofed 
drafc fhall be firft introduced. He propofed, that in 
the letter to Bombay, the Board fhould communicaté 
their difapprobation of the fteps taken againit the mili- 
tary commanders; thus : 





1ft. — That we highly difapprove of the reference 
made to us, to decide on the condué of Colonel Eger- 
ton and Lieutenant Colonel Cockburn, over whom 
we have no jurifdiction; and that if we were other- 
wile competent to try the charge, the want of viva 
voce evidence, to be examined upon oath concerning: 
many facts neceffary toeftablifh the truth of it; would 
be an immediate bar to our praceeding. 





ae fF wR Ak A Oe 


2d. * That the formal charge exhibited by the Prefi- 
dent againft Mefirs. Egerton and Cockburn, for hav- 
ing refufed t take charge of conducting the army 
back to Bombay, * ought to have been followed by 
an immediate arreft and trial. It is a queftion of fact, 
which could only be determined on the fpor. 


A A A AA 


gd. < That to prefer a charge and refafe atrial; is, 
in Our Opinion, a proceeding wholly inconfiftent with 
juftice, and liable to many dangerous confequences. 
A precedent of this nature, if once permitted to pafs 
without condemnation, tends in the firt inftance ta 
leave the characters and fafety of individuals, at the 
mercy of men in power, and ultimately to weaken 
the hands of Government ittelf, by deftroying that 

P 2 € confi- 
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* Although Colonel Cockburn refufed to take the charge of con- 
ducting the army over tracts and paſſes, back to Bombay, yet he of- 
fered to conduct them forward to Poonah. 
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confidence which individuals have been taught to re- 


poſe in the juftice and good faith of Government, and 


which alone can engage them to act with fpirit and 
vigour in the public fervice. . 


4th. © Thatthe menace held out by the Prefident to 


the officers, again{t whom he himfelf had delivered 
a formal charge of difobedience of orders, viz.. That 
if they would not decline all military duty and fubmit 
their caufe to our determination, be would move to fuf- 
pend them the fervice, is, in our opinion, a high and 
arbitrary proceeding, and cails for the moft public and 
folemncondemnation from this Board. That the claim 
of Mefirs. Egerton and Cockburn to be tried by a 
court-martial, was a claim of right, and accrued to 
them the momenta {pecific charge was exhibited againft 
them. ‘That any attempt to induce men under a pub- 
lic charge, to wave their right to a public trial, is 
equally inconfiftent with the juftice and dignity of Go- 
vernment. But that the intention of paffing by all 
trial whatfoever, and of proceeding inftantly trom ac- . 
cufatrion to punifhment, as plainly expreffed in the 
minute held out by the Prefident, is, in our opinion, 
highly criminal; and that as {uch we fhall think it our 
-duty to reprefent it to our fuperiors. 


sth. < That admitrtingthat Colonel Egerton and Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Cockburn, whether furprized by the 
menaces of the Prefiiient, or induced by any other 
motive whatfcever, kad at firft fubmitted to the con- 
ditions impoied on them, yet having difavowed or 
retracted fuch tuppofed afent, long before the refer- 
ence to this Board was actually made, the advantage 
taken thereof was unjutt in itfelf, and not to be recon- 
ciled to the fair and open purpofes of public juitice. 
That they were in full time to revert to thcir original 

* rig hg, 
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been denied. | | 


. right, and that their claim to it ought.not to have 


6th. < That we are much concerned that: fo much 
time fhould have been loft, by a ufelefs and dilatory 
reference to us, of a queftion which ought to have been 
tried upon the fpot, where all the parties and witnef 
fes were prefent, and while the recollection of every 
particular was frefh in their minds. That, however, 


the right of Mefirs. Egerton-and Cockburn to a court- 


martial, is not weakened by this delay ; and for this 
reafon, as well as becaufe we think that many circum- 
{tances relative to the late tranfactions at Bombay, and 
neceilary for the Company’s information, can only be . 
brought to light by a public trial, we are of opinion, 
that a court-martial fhould be immediately ordered 
for the trial of Mefirs. Egerton and Cockburn, on the 
formal charge preferred againft them by the Prefidenrc, 
or fuch other charges as the Prefident and Committee 


may think proper to prefer againft them, for their 


conduct in the courfe of the expedition.” 





But to revert to the proceedings in a regular order— 


The confideration of the Governor-general’s minute of 
the 24th May, being revived, Mr. Francis continued 
his obfervations by a minute, in the following terms : 


A aA A AR AA A 


€ It is not poffible that any member of this Board can 
be more weary of controverfy than I am, or more de- 
firous to avoid it. When the Board agreed to revert 


to the treaty of Poonah, we, in effect, endeavoured to 


reinftate ourfelves in a pofition from which we never 


fhould have departed. Without looking back to the 


iteps by which that ground was loft, I willingly join- 


ed in the attempt to renew it.* Ihave no doubt that 


* peace 


* Meaning his acquiefcence with the Governor’s propofitions of 
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peace may be obtained on the terms of Colonel God- 
dard’s prefent inſtructions, provided he enters heartily 
into our views ; provided this Government itfelf bein 
earneft in purfuit of tts prefent objeé?, and provided we 
do not fuffer ourfelves to be entangled in the defpe- 
rate fchemes of thofe who now conftitute the Go-. 
vernment of Bombay, or thwarted by their oppofition. 
I deem, the re-eftablifhment of peace on the Malabar coaft 
to be effential, not merely to the profperity of the Indiad 
Company, but to their exiftence. The fum total of the 
Britifh intereft in India is involved in the queftion. Let 
a war upon that coaft be conducted bow it may, th? dif- 
ference between conqueft and defeat, in my judgment, is 
little more than the delay or acceleration of the ruin of all 
our refources; mor is it clear to my apprebenfion, which 
of thefe two events will. fooneft produce the effect: I expec 
equally from both.” 





€ Taking the truth of their own reprefentations for 
granted, it is not eafy to defcribe a fituation more com- 
pletely deftitute of all means of fupporting a war than 
that of the Prefidency of Bombay ;, the annexed ac- 
count fhews, that during the laft five years they have 
received little lefs than one hundred and {fixteen lacks 
of current rupees,* directly out of the revenues of 
Bengal; yet their bond debt accumulated daily, and 
now amounts to 38 lacks. By the month of Oétober 
(Mr. Hornby fays) their finances will be utterly ex- 
haufted. In the interval they will want a fupply of 

© 30 lacks 


* From 3oth April 1774 to ıt May 75 19,135,341; 
30th April 1775 to 1it May 76 37,74,615, 
30th April 1776 to ıt May 77 19,50,726, 
30th April 1777 to ıt May 78 19,36,764, 
30th April 1778 to ıt May 79 29,01,233, 





Rupees 115,76,680. 
— ñ — 





ean Pf A 


A A A A AR AR AO A fF A 


ao © w A A AF A wg RA A 


A «A 


ct 
cé 
<c¢ 


éc 





{ z2iọ ) 


30 lacks. Of this fum the Prefident propotes to bor- 
row 20 lacks, but doubts the poffibility of raifing fo 
large a fum; and if it could be borrowed, he fays, 
they have no funds to pay even intereft. 


< Colonel Goddard in his laft letter of the 25th of 
April, tells us, that it is impoffible in that country, 
and he fears in its neighbourhood, to find men fit to 
recruit the vacancies which happened in his battalions, 
fince leaving the Jumna. But Mr. Hornby himfelf 
tells us, and we have reafon to believe it true, that 
the Bengal Sepoys will not ftay at fo greata diftance 
from their native country.—He fays, that if they were 
to have no caufe of diffatisfacétion on account of their 
pay, there is reafon to fear their numbers will every 
day diminifh, by their going of to their own country. 


€ Even before the late rupture with the Marrattas, 
and long before the difafter which attended it, the 
PreGdency of Bombay told us in their letter of the 
7th December 1777, that fince their late acquifitions$ 
it was become very necefiary, and they had accord- 
ingly recommended it to the Company, to augment 
the European corps; that notwicthitanding they gave 
every encouragement, it was very difficule to raife 
good Sepoys on that coaft; that it would require fo 
much time to raife and diicipline a further number of 
Sepoys, fo as in the leaft degree to be confidered as 
effective troops, that it would be much better in every 
refpect to fend them a reintorcement of difciplined 
Sepoys, if European troops could not be fpared. 


<< We fhould do well to confider bow lone we can main- 
tein a war on Juch a footing, before we engage in it. — 
I will not fuppofe the cafe of new mifcarriages. Let it be 
aumitted that fuccefs and conqueft are as certain as the 
mnf fanguine expeciations canimagine , it does not fellow, 

“* shat 
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that tbe-objećls propofed to be obtained by them, are Juch 
as we ought to aim at in our prefent circumftances, or that 
wiiicry will pay its own e.pences. —— By extending our 
terriicrial poffeffions, we create irreconcileable enmity in 
the niinas of thofe powers, whom we immediately rob of 
tbeir property. Me fil every other Indian ftate with jea- 
loufy ana alarm, and the territory we acquire, comes waft- 
ed and d.pupulated into our bands.” 


© To defend a new line of frontiers, new military ef- 
tablifhments mult be formed, and thofe eftablifhments 
muft not only be paid for out of the revenues of Ben- 
gal, but the very men who compofe them, raifed and 
nourifhed here to fupply a fervice, which we know 


they will take the firft opportunity of deferting. 


< Such, in my corception, is the fituation in which a 
fuccefsful war againft the Marrattas alone, will place 
us. But if our fuccefs, or the apparent profpect of 


“ait, fhould compel them to call in the French to their 
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affiftance, if rather than relinquifh their country to us, 
they fhould refolve to make it the feat of war, let us 
confider in what manner the conteft is then to be 
maintained, and to what ifue it may lead us. No- 
ching lefs than the extreme and inftant neceffity of felf- 
prefervation, can ever reduce the Marrattas to fo def- 
perate a refolution, as that of inviting a European 
army into their country. If once they are intro- 
duced, it may be a difficult tafk to remove them. 
The events of war in that cafe will not be fo clearly at our 
command, as they are thought to be at prefent, and let it 
be remembered, that on thefe events, if they are forwarded 
by our aéis, we fhall want only to fiake the fate of our 


Empire.” 


“<< The quefiion does not end bere: In the prefent flate of 


things, much more than the intereft of India may depend 
6¢ on 
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cn the care and æcononiy with which we condu& the Com- 
panys affairs. — A regular return of wealth from the 
revenues of thefe provinces is undoubtedly expeéted at home. 
Tee nation, now perbaps leoks to Bengal, as its laf and 
greateft external refource. But if this demand upon us 
from bome were not fo preffing, and fo likely to increafe, as 
I think it is, it ts time for us to confider, whether ibere 
be in Great Britain a fundamental force equal to the 
tenure cf unbounded acquifition, at this diftance from the 
feat of t.mpire, or whether we are not crrived at a point, 
at which common prudence dictates to us to fix, once for 
all, the limits of our dominion. If my judgment were to 
prevail, it fhould be our obje? to contrai them.” 


< Thefe general confiderations belong properly to the 
opinion which [ mean to give on the principal quef- 
tions before us, and will be fcund applicable to the 


ſubject. 


© To avoid a ufelefs debate at the Board, I think the 
firft queftion fhould be put generally, and decided by 
a majority of votes,—viz.— Whether we fhall or fhaill 
not enter into adifcuffion and cenfure of the late tranf- 
actions at Bombay? If it be determined in the affir- 
mative, the commander in chief’s minute and mine, 
will furnifh what I deem fufficient materials for thar 
part of our letter. — To thefe, however, the other 
members of the Board may p-zopote fuch additions or 
alterations as they fhall think proper.’ 


< The fecond queftion, I fhould think, to be decided 
in the fame manner, is, Whether we fhould declare 
our opinion to the Prefidency at Bombay, that Colo- 
nel Egerton and Lieutenant Colonel Cockburn fhould 
be tried by a court-martial, for the reafons affigned in 
the paragraphs I fubmitted to the Board on Monday 


laf.” 
Q < The 
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e The remaining queftions brought before us by the 
Governor Gencral’s minute, require more care and 
deliberation than need be piven to the condemnation 
of any thing that is paft.? OO 


< I think we ought, im the fr place, to decide ge- 
nerally, whether we fhall or fhall not fend any new 
inftructions to Colonel Goddard, betare we hear the 
refult of trhofe we have already ient.—M y opinion ts, 
that we fhould wait for advices trom him, in reply ta 
our letters of tne 5th of April.’ TS 


< With refpect tothe propofed inftructions, I am a- 
eainfit our engaging in, or giving our fanction to, the 
plan of military operations propuicd by Mr. Hornby.’ 


Firft. < For the reafon affizned by the commander 
in chief, in which I intirely concur, and which I beg 
leave to recite in his Own words, viz. ** As to the 
various plans propoied of teeking war for plunder, 
the honour of the nation and of the Company, inie- 
arable from his own, would never permit him to 
ubfcribe to it.” SO 5 ii 


€ Secondly. Becaufe, if I thought a war on this of 
any other plan might at a future day be unavoidable, 
{till I would nor, at the prefent point of time, hold 
out to the Prefidency of Bombay the moft diftant idea 
of encouragement and eventual fupporte in the profe- 
cuticn of iuch meafures, being thoroughly convinced 
fron my knowledge and experience of the temper 
that predominates there, it would furnifh them with 
means, of which I fear they might avail themielves, 
to embarrafs Colonel Goddard’s negociations with the 
Poonah Durbar, and to prevent a peace. By plung- 
ing the Company into a war, itis poffible that a hope 
spay be entertained of recovering perfonal credir. 

* That 


” AA A AR PR RH A 


AR RA RR RAR RRA 


ee fF fA AAAARAAAAAA 





C 123 ) 
That inftant difficulty may withdraw theCompany’s 
attention from things already done; and that, in the 
courte of events, new queftions may arife, in which 
the confideration of former mifcarriages and former 
mitconduct may be loft.—Burt thefe are motives of ac- 
tion which have no relation to the public fervice, and 


which neither can, nor ought to have any influence 
Over our deliberations. 


€ Thirdly. Becaufe the motive affigned for not cen- 
furing the late tranfactions with the feverity they de- 
ferve, viz. That it would be improper to add to the 
depreffion of men, by whofe agency we muft fupport and 
defend the rights of the Company, and the honor of the 
Britife nation, amounts to a declaration or admiffion, 
that the tame agency which has already produced fo 
much difhonor and diftrefs, muf ftill be trufted and 
employed in the direétion and conduét of the pro+ 
poied operations. But to this I can never affent. 
I fee no wifdom, nor firmnefs, mor union, in theit 
councils. And I have no reafon to believe that their 
difpofition is pacific.”’ 


< Fourthly. Becaufe I fee no ground for apprehen- 
fion, that the Marrattas will renew hoftilities with us; 
even tor the recovery of the territory ceded to them 
by the conve.tion; provided we are contented to 
ftand upor the deienfive. They have no general 
pmnciple of union among themtelves, but chat of 
felf-detence. Neither party, however, can now act 
againit tne other, with effect, betore October. In 
that interval a peace may be obtained, ¿f we, ox our 
paris, are heartily inclined to it. At all events, we 
lofe noihning by waiting for the reful: or Colonel God- 
dard’s negoviations — If in addition to his prefent in- 
{tructions, it be thought advifeabie to impower him 
to gain the friendfhip of Madajee Scindia, by an 

Q2 “ equitable 
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equitable compromife, in lieu of the private engage- 
ments already tectied with. him, I fhall readily agree 
to it, becaufe I think, that with prudent management 
it may be the means of forwarding a general peace, 
without which I would not make any conceffion.’ 


¢ I have heretofore ftated my reafons at large for 
objecting to the alliance propoſed to be accomplifhed 
with Moodajee Boofla, by the deputation of Mr. 
Elliot, and Colonel Goddard’s fubfequent appoint- 
ment to the fame commifion — The plan having 
failed, I fhould be forry to fee it refumed.—TZ dread 
the idea of involving Gur govirninent, which is. now 
too great to a& on any but fimple principles, in @ 
labyrinth of Mfiatic politics.—Let us be contented with 
what we bave. Let us keep the peace; let us leave cur 
neighbours to fettle their differences among themfelves 
without our interpofiticn, and I am therceughly fatisfid, 
that no Indian power will ever moleft us.” 


< To thefe general reafons I cannot add a ftronger 
argument than that which the military commancer 
in chiet’s minute has furnifhed me; he obferves, 
That Moodajee Boofla is propofed, becaufe Lis elevation 
will reftore the old Marratta government, and thereby 


firengtben, aggrandize, end unite the Marratta empire, 


which very reafon, tf no better can be given, wil prevent 
my concurring in it. Even the Governor-General’s 
opinion comes ftrongly in fupport of Sir Eyre Coote’s 
fentiments and mine on this fubjeét. He thinks, 
that Mocdajee Bochla will wait for proofs of our fupers- 
ority, before be will hazard the confequences of a decided 
conneétion with us. NVhen that fuperiority is ob- 
tained, we fhall fttand in no need of the connection ; 
and if our fcheme of military operations be not 
practicable with our own force, I agree entirely 


with the Governor-General in thinking, zbat we 
< fhall 
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fhall gain nothing by incumbering ourfelves with the 


weight of a timid ally.’ 


< Before we determine, whether we fhall fend any 
farther fupply of morey to Bombay, at this time, and 
to what amount, I defire that the Accomptrant-Gene- 
ral may iay before us, an account of the tums already 
remitted to that Prefidency, for their exclufive tervice, 
fince April, 1778, diftinguifhing the annuali from the 
extra fupply. Alfo, a ftate of the fums remitted to 
Colonel Goddard, or drawn for by him, fince he fuc- 
ceeded to the command of the detachment. From 
thefe accouts, we may be able to judge, how far we 
are bound to comply with any new demands from 
Bombay ; how long Colonel Goddard’s prefent funds 
will laft; and at what time it may be’neceffary to make 
him further remittances for the pay of his army. At 
prefenr, I will not confent to fend a rupee to Bombay, 
for the purpofe of carrying on war, and making 
conqueftts ; nor will I confent to it at any time, but 
under the condition infifted on by the (military) com- 
mander in chief, that means are taken to prevent the 
money falling into bands, which experience bas proved will 
make fo ill a uje of it. A confiderable part of the 
money which we ient them laft year, to defray their 
neceflary expences, has been given to Roganaut-row 
and Scindia, nearly to the amount of 50,coo}. * — 
The truth is, they have dreamed too long of inex- 
hautftible wealth from Bengal. Under the influence 
of this dream, they have embarked in {fchemes of the 
meoit dangerous nature, and wafted the Company’s 
property with unexampled profufion. Itis high time 
that they fhould be awakened from it.’ 





The 
* To Roganaut-row — 4 lacks rupees 
To his officers, at twice - 3C,000 rupees 
To Scindia’s officers’ - 41,C0O ditto. Pombay currency. 


471,000 
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The Governor-general replied to Mr. Francis’s mi- 
mute, in the foilowing laconic terms: 


© I am equally anxious with Alr. Francis, to avoid con- 
© troverfy. This fentiment i not only profefs, but I will 
€ evince it, by refusing to bear my part in it. This muft 
+ ferve for an exciufe, if an excufe is neceffary for declining a 
reply to Mr. Francis s minute, at the fame time that I muft 
declare my dijagreement, nct only with its general tenor, 
but with many parts of tt, which appear to me, not fo 
neceffJary to arije out of the fubjcEts immediately before the 
Board, as to the continuation of former debates.’ 
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€ The fentiments which have been expieffed by the 
feveral members of this Board, have led us into a 
wide field of debate ; from which, it is effectually in- 
cumbent upon me to endeavour to withdraw our at- 
tention to fuch precife points, as may bring this bu- 
finefs to a conclufion.’” + 


a AAA A 


< In my fir minute, I enumerated all the points of 
confideration which were brought before us, by the 
difpatches lately received from Bombay ; leaving it 
to the choice of the Board which of thefe we fhall re- 
ject, and which we fhould fele& for the fubjcéts of 
our inftructions to the Prefidency of Bombay, and to 
Colonel Goddard ; and I concluded with the propo- 
fal of the draft of a letter, to be written to the Pre- 
ident and Ccmmittee of Bombay; to which, I have 
fince made fome very material alterations.’ 
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< I now beg leave to recall the attention of the Board, 
to the motion which is thus regularly brought be: re 
them, and to rcqueit that they will be pleated to de- 
* cide upon it. T'he letters involve many diftin@ Gie i 


———— 
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t Thecaufes for this arbitrary mode of fhutting out | ` 
too obvious for animadverfion. 
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tions, which may be determined by an approbation, 
or difapprobation, or an amendment of cach paragraph 
taken as a teparate queftion. Perhaps it may be deem- 
ed more expedient co the difpatch of bufinefs, to pro- 
pofe diftinét queltions ; and from the fenfe of the 
Board collected, upon thefe to form the letter to 
Bombay, and fuch other inftructions as may depend 
upon them. J /ubmit to this Board, if the other mem- 
bers of this Board fhall prefer it. * 
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Ic was refolved that a copy of the Governor-general’s 
draft be delivered to each member, for their opinions 
on each paragraph. 


At a confultation on the roth of June, Mr. Francis 
propoted a draft of a letter, as amendments upon that 
which was propofed bv the Governor, and a copy deli- 
vered to each member at the laft meeting. 


Mr. Francis’s draught. 
I. Approved—literally- 


T be Governor’s draught, 

r. ** We have received 
your letter of th: 4th April, 
with its inclotures, by the 
hands of Mr. Horfl- y.” 


2. ** We do not think 
ic neceffary to enter on the 
review of your proceed- 
ings, bur fhall confine our 


2. ** After perufing thefe 
papers, with the ftricteft 
and moft deliberate atten- 
tion, we have determined, 


prefent enquiries to the 
choice ot tuch means as 
may beft conduce to re- 
tri¢eve their unhappy con- 
fequences; leaving the paſt 
to the fcrutiny of a higher 


k 





not to enter into a particu- 
lar difcuffion, or cenfure of 
the meatfures which have 
involved you in your pre- 
fent diftreffes. You muft 
anfwer to a higher and 


and 


® This kind of fubmifiion from Mr. Fiaftings’s mouth, or pen 
was fo noveb, that it commands to be diftinguihhed in Italics. j 
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and more effectual autho- 
rity.” 


3. * We muft defire to 
decline the reference made 
to us of the charge made 
by your Prefident againft 
Col. Egerton, and Lieut. 
Col. Cockburn, as a point 
on which we have no jurif- 
diction, and which is cog- 
nizable only by your au- 
thurity ; either with the 
wer of fuipenfion im- 
mediately, veited in your 
body by the Court of Di- 





more effectual authority, 
for the difficulties to which 
you have reduced the go- 
vernment intrufted to your 
care, and for the unexam- 
pled difhonour you have 
brought upon the Compa- 
ny’s arms. We leave your 
conduct in the courfe of 
thefe tranfactions to be ex- 
amined at home; as we 
doubt nor, it wil; be with 
the utmoft feveriry. If, on 
our fide, it had been pof- 
fible for us to fele& any 
part of your proceedings, 
either in the plan or exe- 
cution of the meatures, on 
which ‘we could have be- 
{towed our approbation, 
we fhould readily havedone 


1t.°° 


3- In Mr. Francis’s 
draft, on the fubject of 
the Governor’s third para- 
graph, was a literal abitract 
of the propofitions made by 
him on the 7th June. 


Sir Eyre Coote propofed 
fome {mall amendment or 
the Governor’s paragraph, 

4. Approved 





( 129 ) 


rectors; or through the 
regular trial of a court- 
Martial ; to which we re- 
commend their being im- 
mediately brought, not up- 
on the limited charge given 
in by the Prefident, which 
folely points to one part of 
their conduct, but upon 
a general charge for mil- 
conduct, upon an expe- 
dition that has failed.” 


4. ** Having given full 
powers to Col. Goddard, 
to negociate and conclude 
a treaty of peace with the 
Miarratta government, and 
having no caufe to alter 
the terms which we have 
prefcribed in our inftruc- 
tions for that purpofe, we 
have only to repeat, thart 
we look to the iffue of that 
commiffion as our primary 
object, and the termination 
of all our political views 
on your fide ot India, if it 
fhall prove fuccefsful.”’ 


g. ** But if the minifters 
fhall reject the propoials 
which we have ordered to 
be made to them, and fhall 
reduce us to the neceffity 
of defendingthe rights and 
interefts of the ia i 


4: Approved—literally: 


5. ** Until we fhall be 
advifed by Col. Goddard, 
of the refult of his nego- 
ciations, in confequence of 
his prefent orders, we-do 
not think it advifeable to 
bind ourfelves, even by a 

by 
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by an open war, we leave 
a latitude of action to Col. 
Goddard, under your in- 
{tructions, to avail himfelf 
of the fituation which for- 
tune may prefent to him; 
and if a war fhould be in- 
difpenfibly continued, it 
mutt allo ret with him, 
who is refponfible to us for 
his conduét, to adopt any 
part, or the whole of Mr. 
Hornvy’s plan, laid down 
in his minute of 30th 
March, or not at all, as 
he may think moft advife- 
able for promoting the 
diftreis of the enemy.” 


Sir Eyre Coote propofed 
a trifling amendment on 


this paragraph. 


6. ** Should this plan be 
carried into execution, we 
require your ftricteft at- 
tention to the following 
cautions :— That your en- 
gagements fhall be offen- 
five, only for the objects 
of your immediate opera- 
tions; and in all other re- 


conditional determination» 
to profecute the war on the 
plan propoied by Mr. 
Hornby, or on any other. 
Suppofing that our views 
and wifhes, which are all 
direéted to an honourable 
peace, fhould be defeated, 
it is not from a partial ef- 
fort on your fide of India 
alone, that we can torm 
any reafonable expectation . 
of a decifive fuccefs againft 
the united power of the 
Mrarrattas; for in the cafe 
of war, we mutt fuppofe 
their {trength to be united 
againit us. We will not 
therefore, precipitate a re- 
folution, in the _ confe- 
quence of which, all India 
may be involved. We fhall 
wait for advices from Col. 
Goddard, and be deter- 
mined by the lights and 
informations with which 
he may furnifh us.” 


6. Comprehended in the 
laft paragraph, No. 5, up- 
on the general principle of 
his minute, of obierving a 
filent refervation until frefh 
advices were received from 
Col. Goddard, in conie- 
quence of his inftructions 


of sth April. 
ſpects, 





{pects, purely defenfive. 
That your engagements 
with the Guicawar’s fa- 
mily, fhall be made with 
the chief of it, and with 
him exclufively. That you 
fhall not affume a medi- 
ation between the brothers, 
or take any part whatever 
in their domeftic difputes, 
further than to fupport the 
party in alliance with the 
Company, and his poffef- 
fions againit foreign inva- 
fion ; and that you do not 
‘commit the dignity of the 
Company, or pledge the 
national faith, in formal 
treaties with perfons of a 
rank or power, unfuitable 
to fuch a diftinction.”’ 


7. * We are fenfible of 
the attention which you 
have ihewn to our views 
with the government of 
Berar, in joining the over- 
tures lately made to Moo- 
dajee Boofla, by Colonel 
Goddard, and in your re- 
folution, to avoid whatever 
might again interfere with 
this negociation. We con- 
fefs, we at this time enter- 
tain little hope of his con- 
curring with our defigns, 
He will wait for proofs of 





7. Obferved the fame 
filence as in the preced- 
ing, on this paragraph al- 
fo—which ef courfe im- 
plied a difapprobation. 


our 
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eur fuperiority, before he 
will hazard the confequen- 
ces of a decided connec- 
tion with us; and every of- 
fer made to him, while he 
is under the influence of 
fuch a policy, will butferve 
to increafe his referve, as 
he will naturally conftrue 
it, to proceed from the con- 
icioufnefs of our own ina- 
bility to fupport ourfelves 
withouta foreign affiftance; 
and this is an additional 
motive for our preferring 
a icheme of military opera- 
¢ions, practicable by our 
own force, unincumbered 
with the weight of a timid 
ally. If, notwithftanding, 
Moodayjee Boofla fhall have 
anfwered the letters which 
have been written to him, 
by a willingnefs to accept 
of the propofed alliance, 
_ we fhali leave it to be con- 
cluded under the inftruc- 
tions alreadygivenincharge 
to Colonel Goddard. If, on 
the contrary, as we expeét, 
he fhall directly retufe, or 
hefitate, or make new re- 
ferences to us, we have, in 
fuch cafe, ordered Colo- 
nel Goddard to break off 
¢he negociation.”’ 























3 
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8. t We think our- 
felves ftrictly juftifiable in 
refufing to ratify, even the 
{malleit tittle of che treaty, 
or convention of Wor- 
gaum, and we have already 
intimated our fentiments 
on this head to Colonel 
Goddard, and given him 
our final inftructions upon 
it; but as we had notat that 
time before us, the feparate 
fecret engagement entered 
into with Madajee Scindia, 
we couldnottakeitintoour 
confideration, nor judge of 
the obligation we were un- 
der to exprefs our fenfe of 
his fervices, at the inftant 
we difclaimed the acts of 
the committee, and will 
not admit of any preten- 
fions founded on thofe aéts, 
yet they cannot cancel any 
rights which have their 
bafis in effential and in- 
trinhic benefits reaped by 
our nation. This right we 
muft acknowledge to be 
poficfied by Madajee Scin- 
dia, and muft therefore 
declare, that unlefs he 
fhould have forfeited it by 
any fubfequent aét, he is 
intitled to a full compen- 
fation for any difappoint- 
ment he may fuffer by our 


8. The fame marks of 


difapprobation, as in the 


three laít paragraphs. 





denial 
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denial of the aéts of the 
committee.” 


- “4 We have therefore 
inftructed Col. Goddard to 
exprefs the {enfe in which 
this government is pleafed 
to regard the fervices of 
Miadajee Scindia, at War- 
gaum, by offering him fuch 
a gratification as may be 
afforded him by your go- 
vernment, or for fome 
means which he may pof- 
{efs from the operations of 
war, in cafe peace is not 
concluded, upon the in- 
ftructions he is already fur- 
nifhed with.” 


10. If in the event of 
war, Madajee Scindia fhall 
be difpofed to take part 
with us, we have authoriz- 
ed Colonel Goddard to en- 
ter into {fuch engagements 
with him, as fhall nor be 
contrary to any before con- 
Cluded, and which he may 
judge moft advifeable ; 
making our future fecu- 
rity, peace, and an ade- 
quate revenue, his chief 
and indifpenfible objects, 
and the grounds of our ep- 
gagements with him.” 


) 
9. As above. 
10. As above. 


Ef. 
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11. © To fum up what rz. As above. 
we have written, our firft 
defire is to obtain peace on 
the terms propoled by our 
inftructions to Col. God- 
dard of sth April, and it is 
only in the event of the 
failure in this defign, that 
we have formed the fubfe- 
quent inftructions, or will 
allow of their operations. 


12. * The execution of 
the propofed treaty of peace 
with the Poonah Miniftry, 
we leave to the fole charge 
of Colonel Goddard, ac- 
cording to the inftruétions 
which we have already giv- 


en him. 

ociation with Madajeee 
Scindia. bears fuch a con- 
nection withthe foregoing, 
that we have therefore 
thoughtit neceffarytoleave 
this alfo to hischarge. The 
negociation and treaty of 
alliancewithMoodajee Boo- 
fla, we alfo leave to the fole 
management of Col. God- 
dard, in the authority of 
his inítruétionsof the 16th 
November, until the pe- 
riod of their fufpenfion by 


12. Approved, literally. 


I 3- < "The feparate ne- i 3. Difapproved upon 


the principles exprefled in 
his draft oppofite to the 
fifth paragraph. 





the 





the refufal, or fuch hefita- 
tion cf Moodajee Bovwfla,as 
he fhall deem tufficicnt, to 
warrant his declaring the 
negociation fulpended. The 
future renewal of this ne- 
pociation we referve to be 
determined by our exprefs 
orders, but without revok- 
ing the credentials and in- 
ftructions already granted 
to Col. Goddard refpeét- 
ing it. In all other negoci- 
ations, treaties, and plans 
of military operations, it is 
our wifh fo to blend the 
powers ofyourgovernment 
with our own in the direc- 
tion ot them, and in every 
formalor occafional inftru- 
ment which they may re- 
quire for their ratification, 
asto preferve thecreditand 
diftinct refponfibility of 
both, and to make both 
the pledges for the faithful 
obfervanceof them. For 
this purpofe we need not 
recommend that Col. God- 
dard be coniulted, whether 
his prefence, or the nature 
of the fubjects will admit 
of it, onallmeafures, which 
have a relation to our pre- 
fent inftructions, as you 
have already been pleated 
to allow him a deliberative 


Voice 
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voice in your councils; and 
we are happy to find that 
you are fo well fatisiied 
with his conduct, and his 
ready difpofition to affift in 
the execution of your de- 
figns, as to leave us little 
occafion tolay downa clear- 
er line fos the employment 
of the- forces under his 
command, than that we 
have already defcribed. 


14. ** We have directed 
Colonel Goddard to exe- 
cute whatever fervice you 
fhall think it proper to re- 
quire, which he fhall think 
practicable, and which fhall 
not be contrary to any in- 
{tructions, or to any exift- 
ing engagements; acaution 
which we hope will be un- 
neceflary, but with which 
we do not think ourfelves 
at liberty to difpenfe, while 
the principal refponfibility 
re{ts with us. And forthe 
fame reafon, we require 
that all treaties, which fhall 
be concluded by youin vir- 
tue of thefe inftructions, be 
referred to this Govern- 
ment, for its final fanction, 
and formal ratification of 
them, and that a claufe be 


14. Asthe foregoing. 





inferted 
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inferted in every treaty fo 
concluded, to that effect. 


15. ‘* We fhall heartily 
join with you in recom- 
mending Colonel Goddard 
to the Court of Direétors, 
for the appointment ofcom- 
mander in chief, at your 
Prefidency, on the fir{t va- 
cancy ; and in the interme- 
diate time we think it abfo- 
lucely neceffarv in the pre- 
fent diftrefféd fituation chat 
the military upon your ef- 
tablifhment are reduced to, 
that he fhould have the 
rank given himof Brigadier 
General, in order to en- 
able him to carry on the 
public fervice with more 
weight and dignity, for 
which purpofe we have 
granted hima Brevet Com. 
miffion for the fervice, in 
which he is now employed. 


We are, &c.”’ 


15. Silent. 


In conclufion, Mr. Fran- 
cis oblerved, ‘* That with 
‘ regard to the. form and 
‘< extent of the charge a- 
‘ gainft Colonel Egerton 
‘< and Lieutenant Colonel 
‘ Cockburn, I have no 
‘< objection to the terms 
‘ recommended by Sir 
‘s Kyre Coote.” — 
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It is impoMible, without deviating from the commoti 
rules of confiftency, to pafs over the Governor-general’s 
draft without animadverfion: It is a perfeét maiter- 
piece of artful confufion, containing throughout, a 
itring of ambiguities, contradictions, and unintelligible 
tautologies, which, if they are not immediately ealcu- 
lated to confound and embarrafs the negociator, are 
certainly meant, in cafe of error or failure in the exc- 
cution, to fcreen the real author from centure, by caft- 
ing it on Colonel Goddard; and heaping a portion alfo 
upon the ponderous mountain already fufpended over 
the Prefidency of Bombay. A review and critical com- 
parifon of the sth, 6th, 7th, 8th, oth, roth; 11:h, and 
a2th paragraphs, will clearly evince the truth of this 
affertion. But the 13th and 14th beggar defcription, 
and may, without offending the ableft productions of 
the late Holy Society, be adjudged to a confpicuous fta- 
tion among Fefuitical performances.—As the uncontti- 
tutional and impolitic authorities dnd inftructions which 
are contained in it, were clearly demonftrated at the 
Board, by arefutation which did honour to the author; * 
as well as by another proteft by Mr. Francis; it will 
only be recefiary now, to fay; that the plenipotentiary 
powers to Colonel Goddard, independent of; and as 
an abfolute check and controul upon the Governor and 
Council of Bombay, within the exprefs precincts of 
their commiffion and eftablifhmenr, amount to a total 
fufpenfion of that government, or that the whole aét 
is, prima facie, illegal; that even allowing to Colonel 
Goddard an affiemblage of all the cardinal virtues, 
with every ability and force of judgment which belong 
to humanity, the tafk is too arduous; as it will be 
found difficult for a man aiming at military glory; and 
2 expofed 





* Mr. Horfley’s letter to the Board, reprefenting, as well the i!- 
legality, as the impolicy and inexpediency of the authority and in- 
ftructions conveyed in the Gevernor-general’s draft. See the 
letter on the Company’s records. 
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-expofed to the temptations which are peculiar to the 
chief command of a military expedition in India, joined 
with an uncon:roled political authority, to feparate am- 
bitious objects from the immediate, important duties of 
his high commiffion. 


The Governor-general in a minute, on the roth 
June, canvafied the fentiments avowed by Mr. Francis, 
and exprefied in the draft propofed as an amend- 
ment on the Governor’s. He entered into a long ha- 
rangue on peace or war with the Marrattas, as an al- 
ternative in which there was no latitude; and that the 
orders to Colonel Goddard prefcribed clear and fimple 
conditions. Thatif a peace follows, matters will con- 
tinue in, and revert to the fame ftate as they were by 
the treaty of Poorunder, without the interference of the 
Supreme Board. But that in cafe of war, the Com- 
pany’s fafety muft depend on inffant alion, by feizing 
‘ particular pofts, during the feafon in which (in his 
opinion) the Marratta troops could not act, and thus 
bring diftrefs upon them before they could refift. * 
‘That he had certain intelligence, $ that Madajee Scin- 
dia, and his colleague Tuckajee Holkar, and Roga- 
naut-row, have left the capital, and arrived at Barham- 
pore, with a defign to invade the Nabob of Oude’s do- 
minion. ‘That therefore, whether the Board chufe to 
credit the report or not, they ought to be guarded 
againft it, and even to prevent it. 





That, for thefe reafons, he was againft Mr. Francis’s 
draft; becaute, in cafe of war, it will bind our hands, 
while the Marrattas are free, and will leave the Prefi- 


dency 


© Extravagant, wild, and chimerical. 

+ It proved to be fale intelligence, if there ever was any fuch 
But it was calculated to intimidate the Council into an acquicfcence 
with his hoftile views. 
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dency of Bombay incumbered and oppreffed with the 
weight of that force, on which we depend for fuccefs. 
He taid, * That be never would fuffer the o/jefi to b9 
loft, for which the detachment, now commanded by Co- 
lonel Goddard, was firft appointed. That it was not 3a 
aft the defigns of thegPrefidency of Bombay in their ex e- 
cution, but to fupport them in the confequences of it, 
though the detachment was for a while diverted from iss 
deftination, on the fuppof-tion, that the defigns of that 
Prefidency bad etther wholly failed, or were relingu: fhed. 
Yet it has fince reverted to it, and is now precifely tn the 
< fituation, in which it usas originally meant to pleae it. 
< I will not fay, what tvould bave been the fate of? Bom- 
< bay, had not Colonel (soddard moft feafonably arrived for 
< its relief.’ 


A A RrF AAR BA 


Perhaps human confidence has not producecs another 
more daring inftance, to impofe on the underftanding 
of men, by dint of mere fophiftsry and bold affertions, 
than what is contained in the laft recital. The anfwer, 
regarding the fafety of Bombay was fimple. Bombay 
would contigiue asit is. Colonel Goddard’s detachmenrc 
was on the banks of the Narbudda, long after the de- 
feat of the Bombay army. He contrnued for fome 
time, after he had heard the event, to negociate with 
Moodajee Boofla. Had the Marrattas hiad hoftile inten- 
tions, equal to the repeated provocations which they 
received, they had it in their power, «:afily and effec- 
tually, to have cut him off, or force his army to iur- 
render prifoners at difcretion, ¢ ither by the {word or by 
famine. And ir is no leis a truth, that a detachment 
of Sepoys at Surat, could yield no immediate fuccours 
or rclief to Bombay, if ic had been attacked. 


The Governor then procee:ded to decide upon the 
queítions which were befor: the Board, upon the 
the 





( 142 ) 


the two drafts of a letter to the Prefidency of Bombay, 
which he predetermined thus, viz. 


“ He agreed to the 1ft, 2d, 4th, 6th, oth, roth, 
azith, 13th, 14th, and 15th paragraphs. 


“© He agreed to the 3d and sth, with the amend- 
ments propofed by Sir Eyre Coote. 


“© He never will depart from the opinions which he 
exprefied in the 7th and 8th. 


“< He thinks the 12tha paragraph of no confequence, 
and may be omitted. 


It was refolved by Mr. Haftings, Mr. Barwell, and 
Sir Eyre Coote’s votes, againft thofe of Mr. Francis 
and Mr. Wheler, in favour of the Governor’s draft. 
A letter was, accorciingly, ordered to be engroffed, 
and that it be referred to Mr. Horfley (who was dele- 
gated upon the prefent occafion to repretent the Prefi- 
dency of Bombay) before it is tranfmitted.§ Mr. 
Horfley defired leave to take the letter with him, as the 
length of it, and the variety of fubject it treated, ne- 
cefiarily rencilered him cautious of offering any thing 
ijuddenly for the confideration of the Board; and the 
more fo, * as there are feveral parts of it, which he 
<< fears will appear to him more detrimental to the public 
s< fervice, the longer be confiders them.” 


At a confultation held the 14th of June, at whith 
the Board was complete. The amended draft of che 
letter to Bombay was read, and after a diffent the quef- 
tion was put, and carried tor the Governor’s amended 
draft as follows : 


Warren 





Warren Haſtings, 
Richaid Barwell, t Approved. 


+ Eyre Coote, 


Philip Francis, * 
Edward W hek g Difapproved. 


And immediately Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler en- 


tered their protefts, and Mr. Francis delivered the fol- 
lowing minute ta be recorded. 


<< I diffent from, and prorelt againit the preceding 
letter, for the following reafons, in addition to thole 
on which I oppofed the meafures now adopted, at 
the time they were debated.”’ 


1ft. * Becaufe I deem it unbecoming the dignity of 
the Governor-general and Council, and a moft un- 
merited demontftration of tendernet{s and partiality tc 
the majority of the Seleét Committee of Bombay, 
with fuch evidences of their mifconduét as we 
have before us, to pafs by the whole of their 
late proceedings, without the imalleft expreffion of 
difapprobation or concern, as if nothing were in 
quettion, but fome common and trifling occurrence, 
by which, neither the interefts of the Company, nor 
the credit of our arms, had been effentially wound- 
ed. When the feparate opinions of the members of 
this Board fhall appear before our fuperiors, 1 doubt 
nor, they will think ic an extraordinary circumftance, 
that no part of the {ipirit which breathes through 
thofe opinions, fhould be preferved in the Colleétive 
Aét of Council.” ; 

2. € Be- 


®* Let this name to the letter in queftion be compared with the 


articulated founds, which are fuppofed to have emitted from his 
mouth, on the z4th of May, and draw an inference. 


umanu eff errare --- is a tender apology. 
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2. * Becaufe, confidering the claim of Colonel E- 
«verton and Lieutenant-Colonel Cockburn to be tried 
by a Court Martial, as a claim of right, I think we 
fhould not have confined our interpofition on this 
point to a cold and languid recommendation of fuch trial, 
but fbou’d Lave infifted on its being granted, in terms that 
weuld adini: of no evrfion, much lefs fhould we have 
weakened even that recommendation by referring to an al- 
ternative, of which the Seleé? Committee may now avail 
themfelves, under cclcur of our authority.— This, I con- 
ceive, Is no time to remind them that they have o- 
ther powers vetted in thems that they are at liberty 
to wave all trial, it they think proper, and to punifh 
the parties, by an immediate and direct act of power.” 


3. * Becaufe, admitting it to be true, that Meffieurs 
Egerton and Cockburn, contented, at firft, to relin- 
quifh their claim to a public trial, and that they had 
no right to retiaét fuch confent, once given, ftill, I 
think we fhould not have paffed over in filence the 
unwarrantable acts and declarations of the Prefidenr, 
by which it was extorted from them. They who 
think leaft favourably of the conduét of thefe gentle- 
men, fhould confider how far the precedent may be 
ex.ended, and what tecurity it leaves to the military 
fervice in general, againft the arbitrary acts of a par- 
ty, occafionally prevailing in the Council.’ 


r 
-f 





4. < Becaufe the feveral plans of alliance or co-ope- 
rations pro ofed to be executed with the Guiaca- 
wars, or with Madajee Scindia, or with Moodajee 
Boofla, muft be « ffered and negociated, after we our- 
{elves are actually committed, by a declaration, and 
engaged inthe profecutionof it. In fuchcircumftances, 
I conceive, we fhall treat with all, or any of the 
above-mentioned Chiefs for their afiftance, under 
gicat difadvantages, When once they fee us engaged 

= mm 
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in a war, which at all events we muft carry Gn, they 
will either ftand aloof, until they fee the fuccefs of our 
operations, or fell us their affiftance on terms which 
we fhould not yield to in any other fituation. 


5. * Becaufe no confideration whatever is given to 
the cafe ot the two gentlemen who remain as holtages 
in the hands of the Marrattas, and whofe lives may 
be hazarded by an abrupt declaration of war. 


6. * Becaufe, exclufive of all other reaforis alteady 
urged, againift our precipitating the Company into a 
war with the Marrattas, if that extremity can bt a- 
voided, by any honourable means, I deem it inconfif+ 
tent with the principles of Colonel Goddard’s inftruc- 
tions of sth April, in which the re-eftablifhmenc of 
peace is profcfied to be an object, to fend him orders, 
which leave no room for accommodation, and which 
ought to have accompanied the inftructions, ¿f the 
Board bad been originally determined not to wait for the 
relult of his negociations, nor even for an anfwer to 
our letter. I deem it ulelefs, even in view to a pro- 
fecution of the war, fince, in all probability, the ad- 
vices we expcct from Colonel Goddard may arrive in 
15 Or 20 days, and though a rupture in that interval 
may be forwarded, and all means of reconciliation 
precluded, in confequence of the prefent orders, our 
troops cannot take the field before September. No 
poflible advaniages can therefore be taken in confe- 
quence of this precipitation; unlefs it be thought an 
advantage to denounce war, before we are able to act, 
and to give the enemy the earlieft notice of our inten- 
tion to invade their country, as foon as the teafon 
will permit.’ 


Laitly. < Iam unable to reconcile it with the opinion 
of every member of the Board, except the Governor- 
T < gencral, 
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© gereral, of Mr. Wheler’s fentim2nts and mine, I pre- 
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fume no doubt can be formed. Mr. Barwell fays, 
He thinks we fhoul: wait for th: efe? of Colonel Goddara’s 
negociation for peace. But, if we now decide the main 
queftion of peace or war, the information which Mr. 
Barwell thinks we ought to wait for, can be of no 
ufe to us.’ 


< The Commander in Chief, in whofe fentiments I 
have entirely concurred, Geclares it to be his opinion, 
that we fhould not feek to renew a war, but negociate with 
the various Marratta intercfts an honourable peace. That 
Colonel Goddard’s detachment, confidering the ficte it is now 
in, together with the Bcwbay troops, are nct equal to in- 
Jure fuccefs in a conteft with the united Marratta power. 
Wer it is with this force, and with this force alone, 
that under the prefent orders we are to commence a 
war, which wil! affuredly unite the whole power of the 
Marrattas againit us. No meafures previous to a de- 
claration of war, are taken to divide them, no alliance 
formed, no general pian of operations propofed. In 
fhort every thing that belongs to deliberation, and 
which ought to prepare, and lead to decifion, is left 
to follow ic. But it in the outfet of the conreft, and 
before any meafures can be taken to fupport or co- 
operate with Colonel Goddard, the army under his 
command fhould be defeated ; and if the confequences 
of the defeat fhould endanger the whole of the Company's 
poffeffions, as the Commander in Chief very juftly thinks they 
would, on what principle can we juftify a refelution, ca- 
pable of producing Juch hazardous confequences, from which, 
at the prefent point of time, no immediate advantage can 
be derived, and to be carried into execution by a force 
which the Commander in Chief thinks is not equal to infure 
fuccefs. Theterms on which we are to engage in this war 
are very unequal, when the utmoft we can expe froma 
victory, is fome acceffion of territory on the Malabar coaft, 
‘ ana 





( 147 ) 
* and when a defeat may endanger the whole of the Coni- 
< pany’s poffeffions.’ 


The letter having been referred to Mr. Horfley, that 
gentleman, though a junior fervant, yet acting as the 
reprefentative, by delegation, of the Prefidency of Bom- 
bay, did equal juftice to his truth, and to clear abilities, 
in reprefenting to the Supreme Board the plain impro- 
pricties and illegalities contained in the letters of inftruc- 
tions, &c. to the Prefidency of Bombay. The papet 
will fpeak more forcibly and honourably for itfelf, than 
by abftracting its fubftance, which will be found on 
the Company’s records in the India Houfe. i 





By a letter from Colonel Goddard, dated at Surat; 
the 26th Oédtober, 1779, he informed, that the Paifh- 
wa’s minifter had in plain and direét terms declared to 
him, in the name of his matter, that he would not ac- 
cede to the propofals made by Colonel Goddard, or con- 
elude peace with the Englifh, unlefs Roganaut-row (who 
had efcaped) was delivered up to him, and Salfette fur- 
rendered to the Marratta government. ‘That in confe- 
quence of this declaration Colonel Goddard had broke 
off the negociation, and prepared for war. The Bom- 
bay Seleét Committe, by their letter of 31ft October; 
informed the Board that they had ftrongly recommend- 
ed to Colonel Goddard, not to’ precipitate matters, but 
to endeavour to gain time, and to deter any declaration 
until they were in a better condition for an active war. 


As was predicted, the whole Marratta race, including 
the Rajah of Berar, and the Guiacawar Chief, together 
with Hyder Alli Cawn, and it is credibly fufpeéted the 
Soubah of the Deccan, and Nudyjiff Cawn, had entered 
into a clofe combination, and confederacy, to reduce the 
Britifh empire in India, and that they are carrying on 

F 2 a very 
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@ very deep and dangerous correfpondence with the 


French Ifland of Mauritius. 





1780, January. Some time in July, 1779, the ma- 
jority in council refolved againſt the moft pointed efforts 
to diffluade, on the parts of Mr. Francis and Mr. W he- 
Jer, to fend another detachment, to confift of 2,500 ef- 
fectives, under the command of Captain Popham, acrofs 
the continent, to reinforce Colonel] Goddard’s army at 
Surat; and that the detachment be draughted from the 
Sepoy battalions up the country. The latter end of Au- 
guit, Captain Popham took leave, and received his laft 

ifpatches, particularly an order on the Refident at 
Oude for 278,832 current rupees, in part of the fub- 
faftence and contingencies of the expedition. The uni- 
veríal opinipn throughour Hindoftan prognofticated, 
that it was a dire¢t facrifice of fo weak a bady of traops, 
not having the moft diftant profpeét of fimilar fuccefs- 
ful cafualties, to favour their efcape and paflage, as the 
firft detachment had, confifting of three times the num- 
ber of experienced troops, connected battalions, and the 
compleatelt train of artillery in Afia under the command 
of Major Bailie, who has long been confidered as the 
ableft artillery officer in the fervice. _It was confidently 
alledged, that the very officers, who are feldom back- 
ward to go upon enterprizing fervice, did not fhew any 
eagernefs to go upon this; and the defertion of many, 
and almofit a total refuial of the rank and file, to .crofs 
the Jumna, yielded too convincing a proof of the fenfe 
the natives had entertained of the improbability of fuc- 
¢eeding. This avowed difaffection prevented the march 
of the detachment, until a laughable, prepofterous treaty 
with the poor reduced Rana, of the hilly country of 
Gohud, was folemnized in January or February, 1780, 
and the impra¢tibility of the expedition being then ac- 

nowledged , ‘to fave appearances, Captain Popham’s 
detacpment were ordered to join the vifionaty veterans 
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ef our great and powerful new ally, to reduce the 
fortrefs of Gucaliar, belonging to the Marrattas, in 
the neighbourhood ot Gohud. . The hiftory of this 
famous treaty, and the embaffy of ftate fent to wit- 
nefs the execution of a paper, having had already all 
the folemnity and authenticity ufual and effential in 


India, is of a piece with many others, and worthy of 
perufal. * 





Ic is a moral truth, that fuccefs againſt the Marratta 
Chief, Futca Sing Guiacawar, the Jaghire-dar of Guzze- 
rat, does not immediately affect or injure the Regen 
of Poonah ; nor will it ever be in the power of Colonel 
Go card to attack them in their own country, or to 
bring them to a pitch or decifive battle in the field. 
‘They wilt pay no regard to any treaty or capitulation 
with Futra Sing, who, as a tenant for life, or in actual 
poficflion to his own {fole ufe, has no right of alienation. 
hey have always fhewn an averfion to the payment of 
money by treaty, as much asthey have plainly difcovered 
a folicitous inclination to preferve an uninterrupted har- 
mony and alliance with the Englifh. The trade of 
Guzzerat is of more importance to the Engliſh trade to 
Bengal and China, than any revepue that can arife 
trom the territorial poffeffion thereof, under an nghifh 
fyftem of government. It would therefore have been 
more advantageous to the Eaft India Company, and 
the Britifh nation, to have fubmitted to a fecond total 
defeat, as the means of any tolerable accommodation, 
than to continue a war, the expence of which is altoge- 
ther intupportable by the Company’s funds, and which 
can have no other tendency than to exaiperate the Mar- 
rattas, and to excite additional jealouly, dread, and 
coinbinations in all the other native powers. If the 


war 


* The minutes are publifhed in a late pam 


- a : phlet, containing ab- 
ftraéts of minutes on Contraéts, &c. in 1779. | 
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war has held out to the year 1781, it muft inevitably 
have coft the Company above three millions of pounds 


fterling. 


The fidelity of the Company’s native troops hath 
been preferved, and their military fucceffes have arifen 
folely from a punétuality which no other power in In- 
dia was able to obferve in the payment of military efta- 
blifhments, and from the regular difcipline which, in 
confequence of that punétuality, Britifh officers were en- 
‘abled to maintain in the armies. if the Company are ren- 
dered incapable of purfuing the fame line of exactitude, 
mutiny and defertion however dangerous, will have lefs 
fatal coniequences, than the occafion which it will fur- 
nifh‘to their avowed enemies, of augmenting their ar- 
miés with veteran troops, regularly formed and difci- 
Pplined by the Company themfelves. Such a fpirit dif- 
covered itfelf in 1779, upon feveral occafions, even in 
the brigade ftationed in and near Fort William, and it 
became remarkably ferious in General Goddard’s army 
at Baroach. The Company’s allies (if that appellation 
can be faid to belong to the ftate of dependence in which 
they are held) are reduced to a ftate of mifery and dif- 
trefs, and by mere oppreffion rendered not only difaf- 
feéted, but both unable and unwilling to pay their fubfi- 
diary engagements. The Company’s own provinces are 
depopulated, the Zemindars utterly unable to difcharge 
the heavy load of arrears which is fufpended over them; 
their treafures at each Prefidency are empty; their cre- 
dit, faith, and power, are equally fufpected , their in- 
veftments, by folemn refolutions, as an act of necef- 
fity, not of choice, reduced 40 per cent. in Bengal; 
the quality of the remaining inveftment fo debafed, 
and its coft fo advanced, that the fales in Europe create 
a certain large deficiency ; their military and civil efta- 
blifhments, in the very midft of thefe dreadful fymp- 
toms, have been impolitically and madly augmented, 

: without 
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without bounds er meafure; the eftimate of probable 
refources for the year 1780 hath been acknowleged to 
fall grievoufly fhort of their abfolute engagements ;* and 
they are involved in a general war with all the inde- 
pendent itates of Hindoftan, and in the difaffecétion of 
their dependent ailies, who are all encouraged and ex- 
cited, by affurances of fupport from the only European 
powers who are conditioned to do it with effect. It is 
much to be dreaded, that the fatal blow is already 
ftruck, which may have blafted the glorious profpeét 
of a vaft acceflion of territory and trade in the Britifh - 
empire. | 


* Near 300,c00l, fterling, after confuming the depofit of . 
359,6001. fterling, to anfwer the calls of any emergency. 





London, 15th March, 1781. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 





i ungenerous and uncandid attempt by the 
partizans of the Governor General, to faddle the 
late incurfions of Elyder-Alli-Cawn into the Carnatic, 
and the dilafter to the Madras army, on the Prefidency 
of Fort St. George, in order to draw the reproach which 
juftly belong to them, from the meafures of the Go- 
vernor General, and the iniquitous Marratta war, into 
which he deliberately forced the Company, may bring 
forth fome more documents, to place the faddle upon 
the right horfe. In the mean time, it is thought pro- 
per to fubjoin to this narrative, an extract from a mi- 
nute which Mr. Whitehill, the latre Prefident of Fort 
St. George, committed upon record in Council, before 
he was fufpended by the Governor General and Council 
in November 1780, to fhew that the Marratta war alone, 
excited Hlyder-Alli-Cawn to commence hoftilities a- 
gainft the Company, in confederacy with the Marrat- 
tas, and the reft of the native powers, and even in al- 
liance with Scha-Allum, and his Vizier Nudyjiff-Cawn, 
whofe abilities as a General and Politician, are diftin- 
guifhed in Hindoftan. In fpeaking of the. Governor 
General and Council, Mr. Whitehill ufes the following 
convictuve language, every word of which being found- 
ed on facts, corroborate the predictions and cenfures 
conveyed in the preceding narrative. 














« Plunged into almoft inextricable difficulties, it is 
“<: not an unwife ftretch of policy, to ſcreen themfelves 
te i$ 
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: if in their power; and to load others with the op- 


probium of thofe acts, which are now overpowering 
ws, with the pernicious confequence of their effects.” 
‘¢ Poffefied of a fufficiency of territory, more even 
than we were adequate to the management of, your 
Prefidency of Bengal might furely have been content 
with paying a ftriét obedience to your orders, which 
have been uniform and {trict on that head; but unfor- 
tunately for your affairs, the offenfive line of conduct 
which they adopted againit the Marrattas, threw them 
into a {cene of action to extenfive, and fo full of difi- 
culty, that neither their forces, nor their revenues, 
were capable of bearing them through with any pof- 
Gbility of fuccefs. Edad the experience of former 
times been called in a little to their aid, they would 
have feen that Aurengzebe, one of the molt formid- 
able monarchs that ever fat upon thethrone of Delhi, 
was, after a twenty years ftruggle with all the power 
and riches of Hindoftan, obliged to abandon a fimilar 
attempt.” 


. «c It was not, however, in the line alone of hoftility, 


that the Governor General and Council of Bengal, 
loft fight of the national interefts which have been 
entrufted to their care.” 

< They unaccountably forgot them in their negoci- 
ciations and alliances with the Marratta Chiefs. The 


-infant Paifiwa was frit to be protected; next, Ro- 


ganaut-row was to be affifted ; again, Moodajee Boo- | 
fla was to be fupported in fome diftant pretenfions ; 
and all to the fame object, the fupreme government 
of the Marratta {ftate.’’ 

< When a contradiction of this nature appears in the 
public acts of a great power; when a more than a 
fufpicion of the profeffions it may make, becomes 
the ruling complexiorf of the minds of thoſe it is en- 
gaged with, the tureft prop of political fecurity is 
fhaken, and every evil may be juttly expeéted as the 
coniequence.”’ 


U Toe 
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“© The meafures that have been purfued in the pro- 
** fecution of this fatal Marratta conteft, may indeed 
** be fuppofed to be unconneéted with the principle of 
“* this addrefs; but the truth is, the Marratta war has 
“* been the real fource of all the mifchief that hath be- 
s: fallen the Carnatic, and of all the injury that hath 
“* been levelled at me by the Governor General and 
** Council of Bengal. Had peace exifted in that quar- 
*“ ter with the Englifh, Hyder-Alli-Cawn would never 
* have ventured from ‘his own dominions. He faw, 
<< however, the extremity to which we were reduced, 
“* (a confiderable part of our troops having been de- 
‘t tached to Bombay, at the requifition of the govern- 
*“ ment of Bengal, for the fupport of this very war ) 
** and very prudently feized hold of the occafion to dif- 
“* trefs us, where he knew we were moft vulnerable.” 

‘© The Governor General and Council of Bengal, 
‘© may, in exculpation of themfelves, endeavour to 
% brand this Prefidency with the guilt of having ex- 
“* cited the troubles which at prefent exift in the Car- 
% natic, by protracting the reftirution of the Guntoor 
<< @ircar, and of having driven the Nabob Nizam- 
< Alli-Cawn, to avow himfelf the advifer of the con- 
‘% federacy. But the original caufe of almoft the lois 
“ of all our confequence in Hindoftan, will be found 
‘ to arife from the rafh and ruinous conduét that they 
* themfelves have held with refpeét to the Marrattas. 
‘% In the South, it has enabled Hyder to carry fire and 
‘< defolation before him; and in the North, (as the 
‘t< Jate(t accounts inform us) it hath afforded a favour- 
‘ able opportunity to the Mogul and Nudjiff-Cawn, 
‘ to take the field with a confiderable army, decla- 
`+ rediy with the intent of wrefting from the Engtith 
‘© the country which they took from the Rohillas, and 
* the dominions of Affoph*ul-Dowla, the Nabob of 
= Oude.” 
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A. No. I. 





Copy of a Letter from Governor HASTINGS te 
DEWAGUR PUNDIT, Prime Minifter to the 
Rajah of Berar, dated in Calcutta, 23d November, 
1778. 


<e In the whole of my conduci I have departed from the 
common line of poiicy, and have made advances, wien 
others, in my fituation, would bave waited for folicita- 
tions; as the greateft advantages to which | can look, 
cannot in their nature equal thofe to which the prof- 
perous ifue of our meafures, may conduét the ftate of the 
Maha Rajah’s government. But I know the characters 
to which I addrefs mytfelf. I zru tothe approved bravery 
and fpirit of your Chief, that he will ardently catch at the 
objeéis prefenzred to his ambition, and to your wifdom:; of 
which, if fame reports truly, no minifter ever 
poiieffed a larger portion, that you will view their im- 
portance in too clear a light to hazard the lofs of them, 
by attempting to take an advantage of the deffre which I 
Lave expreffed fcr their accomplifoment. This intimation 
is nck fo much intended for a caution to you, as for an ex- 
planation cf my conduc? to thefe who may be defs able to pe- 
vétvake into tke grounds of it.” 


A. No. II. 


Topy of a letter from MOODAGEE BOOSLA to 
Governor IIASTINGS, dated the sth December, 
1778, and received the 2d January, 1779. 


< Your friendly letter of the roth Ramzam, (11th 
Cactober) informing me of your having received ad- 
vice of the death of Mr. Elliot, in his way to Naig- 
pore; your concern at that event, and at the unavoid- 
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abie fufpenfions of the negotiations which that gentle- 
man was to have conducted with me on the part of 
your government, and the delay in the eftablifhmenc 
of a ftrict and perpetual friendfhip between the Com- 
panys’ ftate and mine (concerning which you had ex- 
erted yourfelf fo warmly) by reafon thart the prefent 
fituation of affairs would not admit of the delay which 
muft attend the deputation of another perfan from 
thence without injuring the defigns in hand; but that 
in your conviétion of my favorable -difpofition, from 
the knowledge that my interefts and the Companys’ 
aré infeparably conneéted, and in the zeal of Beneram 
Pundit, whom, during the long period he refided with 
you, you found. fo deierving of your confidence, &c, 
&c. &c. That inthe plan propofed, and what you have. 
written, is tO promote our common advantage, not 
for the intereft of one party only, being convinced 
that no publica alliance or private friend/bip, can be 
firmly eftablifhed without reciprocal advantages. That 
it is on thefe principles you had iong ago planned an alli- 
ance with me; the time. tor the accomplifhment. of 
which is mow come: for you conceive it to be equally 
for my intereft as for yours; our countries bordering 
on each other, and our natural enemies being the fame. 
That in a word, you required nothing but the junc- 
tion of my forces with yours, by which, though each is 
fingly very powerful, they wiil acquire a ten-fold pro- 
portionof ftrength. That tise delayuf the prozre/s inthe de- 
tachment intended for Bombay, bad not arifen fromthe oppos- 
tion of an enemy, but from other caujes improperto mention 3 
but tbat it will now fhort’y arrive in my territories, and its 
operation be determined Ly my advice. That you have given 
direGions to Colonel Leflie, to ce-opcrate with the forces 
wybich I Fail unite with bis: Thart as you offer me the 
forces of your Ci:car to promote my views, you in rc- 
curn: require the aflifttance of mine to effect your pur- 
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pofes ; with other particulars which J fully underftand, 
reached me onthe 26th Shawand (16th November) af- 
forded me great pleafure. I alfo received duplicate 
and triplicate of this letter; in the latter part of it you 
expre{fs, that as you have made me acquainted with 
your views, it is neceffary that I alfo communicate to 
you, without referve, the ends which I look to for my. 
advantage in this unicn. That the good faith of 
the Enghith to every engagement they contra, fo long 
as it is obferved by others, is univerfally known; and 
that ic has been the invariable rule of your conduét, to 
- fupport this character in all aéts depending on you, and 
hever to relinguifh any defign of importance formed on 
good and judicious grounds; but to perfevere fteadily 
to its completion. That having thus «explained to me your 
Jentiments and views, ycu wait only to know mine: and on 


the knowldge of thefe you Jhal? form your ultimate rce- 
Jolution. 3 











It is equally a maxim of fincere friendfhip and good 
government, tteadinefs, magnanimity, and forefighr, 
that a plan formed on gond and judicious grounds, 
fhould be conduéted in tuch a manner, as to end hap- 
pily : You defire to learn my fentiments and VieWs, and 
deferring to form your ul-imate refoluticns, "till you kad 
heard further from me, is the fame thing, aS if you bad cen- 
Jutlted me primarily on your firft dcfigns. | 


Since, after the ftricteit fcrutiny ahd refearches into 
the difpofitions and views of the multitude, it has 
been determined on proofs of mutual fincerity and . 
good faith, that a perpetual friendfhip and union be 
eftablifhed, it will, like the wall of Alexander, for 


the happinefs of mankind, continue unfhaken until 
the end of time. 
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The having caufed a tranflation to be made into En- 
glifh of the Hindoo books, called the Shafter and Po- 
ran, and of the hiftory of the former Kings, the ftu- 
clying thefe books, and keeping the pictures of the 
former Kings and prefent rulers of Hind, Decan, &c. 
always before your eyes, and from their lifelefs fimili- 
tude to difcover which of them were, or are worthy of 
rule, and poffeff=<d of good faith, from which to de- 
termine with whom to contraét engagements, and what 
conduct to obferve to them refpectively. Alfo the 
endeavour to preferve the bleffing of peace, ’till forced 
to relinquifh it. The fupporting every one in his 
hereditary right,—and revenging the breach of faith 
and engagements: but on the fubmiffion of the of- 
fenders, the exercife of the virtues of clemency and 
gencrofity by pardoning, and receiving him again into 
favor, and reftoring him to his poffeffions—+the net fuf- 
Jering the intoxication of power to reduce you into a breach 
of faith, and the giving fupport to cach illuftrious boufe in 
proportion to its refpective merits, And in matters 
which required a long courfe of years to bring to per- 
fection, the forming your conduét on mature deli- 
beration, and the advice of the Company and Coun- 
cil, are the fure means of exalting your greatnefs and 
profperity to the higheft pitch. The intention of all 
this is to recommend univerfal peace and friendfhip in 
the manner following. The almighty difpofes of king- 
doms, and places whomioever he chufes on the feats of 
power and rule; but makes their ftabiliry to depend on 
their peaceable, juft, and friendly conduct to others.— 
It is not every one who is equal to the tafk of govern- 
ment, on the plan defigned by the almighty ruler, and 
of enfuring his ftability, by a wife and juft conduct.— 
Fiind and Decan pofiefs, at prefent, very few enlight- 
ened, but a great multitude of weak and ignorant men. 
The Englifh Chiefs, and you in a fuperior degree, pe 
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fefs all the virtues above recited, who coming from 
diftant iflands by a fix month’s voyage on the great 
ocean, by their magnanimity and fortitude, gained the 
admiration of many Soubahs on this continent. It is 
ealy to acquire a kingdom ; but to become a King over 
Kings, and Chief of Chiefs, is a very dificult matter. 
The attainment of this is only to be effeéted by 
the means of friendfhip, by which the univerfe may be 
fubjected. My conduét is framed on thefe principles. 
The refidence of Beneram Pundit at Calcutta, 
was folely to effect the eftablifhment of the moft inti- 
mate friendfhip, and by the bleffing of God it has 
taken fuch deep root that, through your means, it has 
reached the cars of the Company and King of Eng- 
land; and our connection and correfpondence carried 
on under the veil of ithe vicinity of our dominions, has 
been difcovered by the Poonah Minifters, and by the 
Nabob Nizum-ul-Dowla; yet, though they form 
various conjectures and doubts, and have fent a trufty 
Vakee), and written repeated letters, to endeavour to 
find out the motives of our unicn, yet they remain a 
myftery; as I make the plea of our ancient ties, and 
the junétion of our territories. 








I was impatiently expeéting the arrivalof Mr. Ellior, 
who being endowed with an enlightened underftanding, 
and invefted with full powers from you to conduét the 
negotiations, and determine on the meafures to be pur- 
fued, would have e‘tablifhed the ties of a perpetual 
friendthip, and have feitled every matter on the frmeft 
bafis. It pleafed God that he fhould die on the jour- 
ney, and the grief I felt at his unfortunate lofs, who 
would have been the means of fettling all points be- 
tween us, to our mutual content, and by his negocia- 
tion with me, giving fatisfaction to the Paifhwa and 
Wabob Nizam ul-Dowla; all which have been by his 
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‘death thrown back many months; my grief ts notto be 
defcribed, and only ferves to add to your affilét:on. I 
have not yet recovered the fhock which the event gave 
wne, as you will learn more fully from Beneram Pun- 
dit. ‘There is no remedy for fuch misfortunes, and it 
as in vain to ftrive againtt the decrees of providence ; 
bad Mfr. Elliot arrived, [Juch ftrokes of policy would have 
been employed, that the Poonah Minifters wouid have a:t- 
bered more ferapuloufly than before to their enzagements ; 
and the French, who are the natural enemies of the Exnzlifh, 
would bave been theirs likewife,; and their fulpicions from 
apprebenfions of fapport being givento Razanaut-Row, which 
viewer twas, Moris defigned by the Englifb Chiefs, as I tearn 
from Beneram, who had it from ycur own mouth, and 
wbich bas caufed them great uneafine{s, would have becr 
entirely rcmoved by Mr. Elliet and my joint fecurity. 












The Nabeb Nizam -ul-Dow/]a, who wrote you repeat- 
edly on this fubjeé?, and received for anfwer, that you had 
mo idea of aiding or fupporting Raganaut-Row, that your 
enmity was folely pointed againit the French, and that 
whoever affifted the French were your enemies, would 
likewife by thefe means have been thoroughly fatisied, 
and your detachment would have reached Bombay, with- 
out meeting the fmalleft interruption; and had the 
Poonah Minitters then acted a contrary part, I fhould 
have withdrawn myfelf from their friendfhip. But by the 
death of Mr. Elliot, all thefe cefigns have fallen to 
the ground, and muít be fufpended ’till another op- 
portunity, and the knowledge of your fentiments, J¢ 
is @ proverb, that whatever is deliberate/y done, is well 
dune. In reply to what you write refpecting your 
framing your ultimate refolutions, I have communi- 
cated to Beneram Pundit whatever I judge proper and 
eligible, and which may promote them in fuch a man- 
ner aS may not be fubjecét to any change from the 
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viciffitudes of fortune; for thofe points which I fixed 
on, after minute deliberation, as the moft eligible that 
can be adopted, I refer you ta the letters of Beneram 
Pundit. If, notwithftanding, you have any plan. to 
propofe for the reciprocal benefit of our ftates, be 
pleafed to communicate co me. 


Poft/cript. 


To your letter, refpecéting fending an army to overawe 
the French, and to reinforce the Government of Bom- 

2y. and fetting forth that the Poona Minitters having 
broken the treaty with the Englifh, and in oppofition. 
to the rights of friendfhip received an Envoy of the 
French King, and granted the port cf Choul to that 
nation, thereby enabling them to form an arfenal, and 
collect military ftores, and of their having written 
to their officers, to permit the French fhips to enter their 
ports, and that it being therefore incumbent on you 
to take meatfures to counteraét their defigns, you had 
determined to fend a ftrong detachment for the rein- 
torcement of Bombay, by the route ot Berar; and 
that in confideration of our ancient friendfhip, and the 
vicinity of our dominions, you requefted that on its 
arrival in my neighbourhood, I would caufe it to be 
initructed in the route, and providing it with provifions 
and neceffaries, have it conducted in fafety through 
my territories, and join a body of my forces with it, 
which would increafe and cement our friendfhip; and 
chat. you have, at the affurance of Beneram, fixed on 
this route for its march in preference to any other. 
In reply to this letter, actuated by its dictates of the 
fincereit triendfhip, I waited not to take the advice of 
any one, burt without hefitation wrote you. — That 
where a fincere friendfhip exifted, the paflage of troops 
through my country was a matter of no moment, 
that 
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that they fhould proceed immediately through my 
country. I hkewife informed Colonel Leflie of the 
difficulties and dangers he would meer with in the way, 
from dangerous mountains, *“extenfive rivers, &c. 
And alfo difpatched Lalla Jadda Roy, with a Chief 
of note, to the banks of the Narbudda, to fupply the 
detachment with provifions, as long as they were in 
my territory, and to treat them with all the duties of 
hofpitality ; where he waited in expectation of their 
arrival for Gx months to no purpote. Tbey lottered 
away tbeir time im the Bundle Cund countries, contrary to 
every rule of policy. At that time all the Poonah 
Miunifters were feparatcly employed in their own pri- 
vate affairs, or in the war with Fiyder Naig, infomuch 
that they had no time to turn their attention to the 
concerns of other parts, and the march to Bombay 
might have been effected with the greatcit eafe. The 
time is now paft. The arrow is fhot, and cannot be 
recalled. As I have repeatedly wriiten to the Poonah 
Minifters, with whom I keep up a correfpondence on 
the funject of their encouraging a French Envoy, and 
breaking their faith with the Enplifh Chicfs, aéts 
highly incon fiftent with honour and policy. The an- 
twer I have received from them, I have communicated 
to you. The fubftance of what they fay in their own 
jultification is this. That the French Vakeel came 
tor the purpofe of traffic; not to negociate ; yer, for 
the fatisfaction of the Englifh, they gave him his 
difmifiion. That the account of the grant of the port 
of Choul, and an arfenal, is entirely without founda- 
tion; and that they have not the leaft indifpofition 
towards the Englhifh; that I will therefore write to 
Całk utta, that you may be perfectly fatisied refpecting 
their dr‘pofition. My letters did not produce the 
effect of fatisfying you on the tubject of the Paifhwa, 
but your doubts ítiil remained. And, adtuated by 
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wifdom and prudence, you determined to fend Mr. 
E\llioc to me, and wrote to me, that on his arrival at 
Naigpore, after he had an interview with me, and 
learned my fentiments and views, he would, in con- 
juction with me, form a plan for our mutual honour 
and benefit, and give directions to Cononel Leflie in 
confequence, who would be guided thereby. The 
event of this genticman’s deputation ts too well knownMys 
and Cononel Leflie likewife, after engaging in boffilities 
with the Paifhwa’s officers, and Zimendars of thefe parts, 
and collecting large Jums of money, died. Colonel God- 
dard fucceeded to the command, and purfued rhe 
fame line of conduct, with refpect to the Talookdars as 
his predecefior. And arriving at Garawale and Garafur 
in the territory of the Afghans, whither he was obliged 
to march with the utmoft caution, being furrounded 
with a Mfarratta army, who conftantly feized every 
opporiunity to attack him, wrote me from thence, 
that he fhould fhortly reach the Narbudda, where I 
would be pleafed to caufe grain and other necefflaries 
to be prepared, and a party of my forces to be ready 
to join him. I wrote him in anfwer, that Lalla 
Jada Roy, and Shao Baal Hazaile were waiting on 
that Gde the Narbudda, which is within my territories, 
and that the gaut where the troops fhould crofs was two 
cois from hence under Haffingabad; that Janojee Boofla 
forded ic with his army at that place, on his expedition 
to Malawa, and thar I did noc doubt it was now forda- 
ble; that he fhould Therefore crofs his army there, 
and repair to Hfaffingabad; that Lalla Jada Roy would 
exert his utmoft affiduity in fupplying him with grain 
and other provifions, and treat them with every decree 
of hofpitality; but that, as the road forward was very 
cifficule and dangerous, and thoufands of the Balha 
Calles, were concealed in the holes in the mountains , 
~ho though pot able to oppofe him openly, yee 
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would do it by ambulcade and ftratagems, and eut off 
his fupplies of provifions: and that, beyond that he 
would enter the Soubafhip of Barhampore, dependant 
on the Paifhwa; that near 4000 of Scindia’s cavalry 
were waiting at the fort of Affur, for rhe arrival of 
the Englifh on the banks of the Ganges; 10,000 
more were under the command of Bagarut Sundiab 5 
Scindiah himfelf with the chiefs in readinefs at Poona, 
waiting to hear of the approach of the Englifh. And 
moreover in Berar, in which the Nabob Nizam-ul- 
Dowla, poffeffes a fhare with me;all the Jaghirdars were 
in readinefs with powerful armies; and although the - 
Englifh pofiefled the greateit magnanimity in 
battle, yet as every ftep they took would be juft into 
the mouth of danger, and all the above-mentioned 
chiefs would fet themfelves to cut off and deftroy his 
provifions, and take every oppoitunity of attacking 
him when they faw an advantage, and of harraffing 
. him night and day; conftantly furroundinz his army 
with their numerous forces, the junction of a body of. 
my forces with his, would avail notning in the face 
of fuch large armies; but would only involve me in 
the greateft lofies. ‘That it neither was adviteable for 
him to return, which would diminifh the awe and refpect 
in which he was held: That I would therefore write 
the particulars explicitly to Calcutta, and that whatever 
you fhould think proper to intimate to him and me 
in reply, it would be advifeable to abide by, and act 
accordingly. All which time, 1 would recommend 
that he continued at Hoffingur-— Ihat I have recei- 
wed letters from Calcutta, filled with the warmeft 
friendfhip and confidence to the following purport : 
«© That the detachment fhauld come into my neigh- 
bourhood, and be guided in its @perations by my ad- 
vice :”? that it is incumbent on every Chief who enjoys 
the confidence of another, to give fuch advice as may 
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be moft advantageous to the party repofinge truft, and 


moit confiftent with the faith of engagaments; and 


that with fuch conduct the Almighty is well pleafed. 
Fhat I had alfo written to the Poonah Minifters my 


advice on 


ec 


' party entertained a reafonable doubt, 


the Gtuation of affairs to this purport. 
Ihat Mr, Elliot was deputred hither to negociate 
with me; but dying in the journey, all the nego- 
ciations intrufted to him were fufpended : that had he 
arrived at Naigpore, I had determined, from princi- 
ples of attachment, to have removed from the 
minds of the Englifh the doubts and apprehenfions 
which had arrifen, by reafon of the fuppofed, en- 
couragement of the French Envcy at Poonab, and 
the agreement to fupport that nation, who were 
the inveterate enemies of the Englifth, which had 
given rife to the quarrel between the two ftates, by 
proving to them under the fanétion of folemn oaths, 
and becoming myfclf guarranree, that all thofe 
reports were groundlefs, and that the Poonah Mi- 
niiters were fteady and zealous in their engagements 
with the Englifh ; and on feveral accounts highly 
obliged to them: and F would have taken, from 
Mr. Elliot, engagements that the Englifh had no 
idea of affording ſupport to Raganautr-Row, but 
were refoived to maintain their treaty inviolate $ 
and that their apprehenfions related to the Frenck, 
and that when I gave the Englifh fatisfaétion, rela< 
ting to the French, and become guarantee, all his 
doubts would be removed; and that if it was re- 
quifite a frefh engagement fhould be executed, to 
which he would be a guarantee; that in brief each 
the Englifh, 
that the Poonah Minifters would join with the 
French ; and the Poonah Minifters, that the Englifh 
fupport Roganaut-Row ; that when thefe fufpicions 
no longer remained, all caufes of dilpleafure would 








of courfe ceafe, and that they could have no objection 


b 2 to 
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€ to a detachment of Englith forces fent for the rein- 
forcement of Bombay, and to overawe the French, 
not for the fupport of Roganaut-Row, repairing 


€ thither, and to oppofe them, would in fuch cale 
have been highly improper.” &c. &c. &c. 


Sccond Poftf{cript. 





Baboo-Row, the Paifhaw’s Vakeel, has obferved to 
me in the courfe of converfation, that his mafter has 
mot the flighteft idea of failing in his engagements 
with the Englifh, or of contracting any friendthip 
with the French, but that the treaty forbids the march 
of Englifh forces through the Paifhwa’s dominions, 
that therefore the appearance of the detachment now 
on its march, is an infringement of the treaty. 


Third Poft{cript. 


Although it may appear improper to repeat the fame 
thing over again, yet the importance of the fubjeé& 
may pleadin my excufe. On either part a doubt fub- 
fitts. The Poonah Minifters fufpeé that the Envlith 
forces on their march to Bombay, though oftenfibly 
for the purpofe of oppofing the French, are in reality 
intended for the fupport of Roganaut-Row; and that 
the Englifh at Bombay, who were not included in the 
treaty with the Paifhwa, which was concluded through 
the Government of ‘Bengal, with the advice of the 
Chief at Calcutta, are defirous of breaking with the 
Paifhwa, and fupporting Roganaut-Row, and that 
the detachment had been {fent at their requifition. 
‘They alledge, that the Chief of Calcutta, writes to 
them, that he is firmly refolved to adhere co the treaty 
with the Paifhwa, and that the detachment he has fent 
to Bombay is folely to awe the French, without = 

lea 
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leait defign to afit Roganaut-Row; and that fince it 
is forbidden in the treaty to difpatch troops over land, 
the march of the troops is a breach of it. That if ic is 
neceflary to fend troops to Bombay, to awe the French, 
they ought to be fent by fea. | 





The Englifh on their part fufpeét the Poonah Mini- 
{ters of joining the French, in confequence of having 
received a French Vakeel. As the Paifhwa formerly 
wrote me, that he had no idea of failing in his engage- 
ments with the Englifh, and that he had given no en- 
couragement to the French Vakeel, who came for the 
purpoie of traffic, and that he had difmiffed him, 
therefore requef{ted that I would fatisfy you in that re- 
{pect. I, in confequence, formerly wrote you all thefe 

articulars. As I have a voucher in my hand from the 

ailfhwa, that he has no conneétion with the French, 
and 1s fteady to his engagements with the Englifh, I 
am able, by this voucher, to give you complete fatis- 
faction on this head. But I have no voucher, ‘or inti- 
mation from you, by which I may be able to give fatis- 
faction to him. 


As he pleads a prohibition in the treaty, to the march 
of forces over land, and likewife complains refpecting 
the money collected by Colonel Leflie in his territories. 
What anfwer can be made thereto ? 


As the time requires, that a reconciliation take 
place with the Poonah Minifters, you will confider and 
determine what reply fhall be given to thefe two points 
of which they complain, and by what means they may 
be fatished, and communicate your refolution to me, 
that I may write conformable thereto, and remove 
all doubts. 


A. No, 
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A. No. III. 





Mr. Francis’s minute on the letter from Moodajee Boofla, 
dated sth December, 1778. 


January Fir, 1779- 


I have nothing to object to the pious precepts, and 
excellent mora} inftructions contained in thefe letters. 
Whether they come feafonably or not, at a time when 
deep plans of policy, and deeided acts of vigour mi:zhe 
have been expected from our intended ally, inftead of a 
general difcourfe upon the duties of a ftatcefman. OF 
how far fuch a difcourfe may with propriety be ad- 
drefied to the chief member of this governmenr, are 
gqueftions very litle neceffary to be confidered at pre- 
fent. It is of no fort of moment tous now, to enquire 
into the moral character, or religious creed of this 
Miarratta, though it might have been prudent in us 
to have been fomewhat better acquainted with both, 
before we trufted him fo far. From other parts of hts 
letter we may collect information of a more interefting 
nature. If we really mean the public fervice, if we 
mean to fave Colonel Goddard’s army, ard to provide 
fer the fecurity of the Company’s pofieffions, let us 
not obftinately fhut our éyes to the evidence before 
us. After examining the facts without prejudice or 
paffion, let us draw the natural and obvious concluGions 
from thefe facts, and. endéavour to act firmly and con- 
fittently. upon both. . 























For my own part, the declarations contained in 
Moodajee. Boofla’s letter to Colonel Goddard, received 
on the a1ft of-December, appeared to me fufficiently 
explicit. A majority of the Board, however, ftill 
thought it necefflary to wait for fome further explanation. 

But 





( xv > 


But now I prefume that rot the fhadow of a doubt can 
remain with any of us concerning his real fentiments 
and refolutions. The moft material points of faét aí- 
certained by the prefent letters, and by which our 
meafiures muift be immediately directed, are . 


1ft. Thar fo late as the sth of December, Mooddajee. 
Bocfla does not appear to have had the leaft idca of the 
extent or nature of the Governor-Genegal’s views, in the 
propofed alliance, though we have been informed that 
his Vakecl, Beneram Pundid, was perfectly poffefied 
ef the project of that alliance, from feveral converifa- 
tions which he has had with the Governor-General in 
Calcutta, and was authorized to commmuoica:e the fame 
to his mafiter. \ | 





2dly. ‘That whatever degree of information the 
Rajah might pofiefs on this fubjett, and admitting his ig- 
norance of the Govsernor’s plan to be merely affeét- 
ed, he appears plainly to have had no fort of difpofi« 
tion to catch at the objeéts prefented to bis ambition, or to 
run the rifque of arupture eithergwith the Paifhwa or the 
Nizam, much lefs with both ac the iame inftant, for 
any offers that we can make him. On this point his 
declarations are clear and decided. 


gdly. That fo far from fhewing a difpofition to join | 
us againft his countrymen, he fays expretsly, * chat 
fe the junction of a body of his forces with Colonel 
«c Goddard’s would avail nothing in the face of fuch 
ft large armies, but would only involve himielf in the 
‘¢ greatett lofies.”” - 


4thly. That it is his opinion, feunded on reafon, 
which, if he dees not deceive us, are fufficienily folid, 
that the detachment cannot proceed towards Bombay, 
: without 
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without the greateft dificulty and danger, nor return 
withouc difgrace. 


sthly. Í hat fo far from entering’ into an offenfive 
alliance with us againft the Poona government, hein- 
fifts on the neceffity of our coming to an immediate 
conciliation with them, and of our previoufly giving 
them fatisfaction for the march of our army through 
their country, and for the large fums collected from 
their dominions, firt by Colonel Leflie, and after- 
wards by Colonel Goddard, ‘* who (he fays) has pur- 
* fued the fame line of conduét, with refpedét to the 
** ‘Falookdars, as his predecefiors.”’ ‘The perufal of 
thefe voluminous letters, will fuggef{t many other inter- 
efting refiections to our fuperiors. One circumftance 
in particular, I think deferves their notice, notwith- 
ftanding the detachment was for fome months under 
the orders of the Prefidency of Bombay, whofe defigns 
were veryexplicitly communicated to us, and although 
the commanding officer was intreated to co-operate 
with them in the plan they had formed for the fupport of 
Ragoba,and noiwithftanding all the meafures taken 
here, profeffiedly originated from the communications 
which were received in January laft, of certain overtures 
fuppofed to have been. made by the Minifters for rein- 
itating Ragoba. Moodajee Boofla now affirms, that 
bis Vakeel bad it from Mr. Haftings’s own mouth, that 
zt never was, nor is defigned by the Englifh Chiefs te fup- 
port Razoba. 














‘The good advice contained in thefe letters is, in 
effect, the fevereft refiections on the levity and precipi- 
tancy of our councils; and probably has no other mean- 
ing, than to fhew the Gvernor General in what re- 
fpect Micodajce Boofla hold, a ftatefman, who pro- 
teil. s ** to have departed from the common line ot po- 

“ licy 
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t licy in the whole of his condu&t.”—If we were not 

become the objects of his fcorn, would our boafted ally 

take fuch a time as this to tell us, t that it isa pro- 

“© verb, that whatever is deliberately done is well done ; 

‘that it will be proper maturely to deliberate on the- 
‘© probable event before the commencement of any un- 

= dertaking, and thatit is the part of wifdom and found 

“© judgment, before any further fteps are taken, to de- 

‘ termine by what means they are to be fupported, 

€ that no unfteadinefs may hereafter arife.”’ 


What muft this Marratta think of the prudence ofa 
government that fends an army athoufand miles for- 
ward into an enemy’s country, in the prefumption of 
receiving affittance on the fpot, without any treaty 
previoudy concluded ; without a fingle condition agreed 
on; without one ftipulation formed for the operations, 
for the proceeding, or for the retreat of that army; and. 
even without knowing the general fentiments, views, 
or difpofitions of the prince on whofe future fupport we 

laced our dependance? I do not wonder that Mooda- 
jee Boofla fhould feel no inclination to unite his fortune 
with fuch a governmenr.—But let us now at leaft profit 
by his advice, as far as the circumftances we are redu- 
ced towilladmit. In the natural order of things, deli- 
beration fhould go before meatures, with us it muft 
follow them. | 


Colonel Goddard’s army is now near eleven degrees 
welt of Calcutta. We have no other way of tracing his 
progrefs, or afcertaining his diftance from us, but by 
obferving, as accurately as we can, the latitude and 
longitude of his pofition, on a general map of India. 
If he attempts to proceed, it mutt be in the mouth of 
danger. If he retreats, z¢ will reflek difhonour on our 
arms. If he advances into Berar, it is againit the advice 

c of 
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of the Rajah, who infifts on his remaining where he is $ 
and who, I prelume, will never fuffler an Engliih army 
to march into the heart of the country ; efpecially when 
he hears that another detachment is preparing to enter 
it from the eaftward. ‘This meafure, fo far from giving 
him encouragement to join us, muft naturally fill him 
with jealoufy and diftruft. Without infifting on the 
faithlefs character uniformly attributed to the Mar- 
rattas, thefe motives alone are fufficient to put him on 
his guard againft us; while others, “equally powerful, 
may induce him to take advantage of the critical Gtu- 
ation of our army, and to compromife his own differ- 
ences with the Paifhwa and the Nizam at our expence. 
Ait all events, l prelume, it cannot be difputed, that 
.the fafety of the detachment depends greatly on the 
good faith of Mocodajee Boofla. In this fituation we 
have achoice of difficulties before us; whatever refolu- 
tion we adopt will, I fear, be liable to fuch objections 
as will admit of no better anfwer, than that ftill greater 
objections may be urged againft any other. We may 
order Colonel Goddard, at all events, to proceed to 
Bombay; or to move towards our weftern frontiers 
through Berar, or to return as expeditioufly as he can, 
by the way he went. I am againft the firft, becaufe I 
am convinced it cannot be attempted without the 
greateft hazard to the detachment, or with the {malleft 
probabiiity of fuccefs. I confider it as one common 
and equally effential intereft of all the powers of India 
to oppofe the march of an EneglIfh army acrofs the 
continent; and, by defeating the attempe in the firft 
inftance, to deter us from ever forming iuch a enter- 
prize again. Moodajee Boofla himfelf ftates the dan- 
ger to usin terms which fufficiently exprefs his opinion 
of the impoffibility of furmounting it. 


With 





( xix 3 


With refpeét to Bombay, notwithftanding all that 
has been faid of the deep defigns of the French, that 
place is actually in no danger ; if it were, this is rot 
the way otf- providing for its defence. I am againtt 
the fecond, becaufe it appears that the Rajah himfelf 
is very averle to letting Colonel Goddard come into 
his country, and infifts on his ftaying where he is. If 
the army fhould move into Berar without his confent, 
and without {ome ftipulations previoufly determined 
with him, it will be always in his power to facrifice 
them to the Poonah Government, or to the Nizam, 
if they can make ir their intereft fo to do. For my 
own part, I am very much inclined to think, that all 
his late delays and uncertainties are affected, for no 
other purpofe but to give his countrymen time to 
complete their preparations, and to furround Colone! 
Goddard. No choice then is left, but to order Colonel 
Goddard toreturnashe went. Idonct fay, that this 
meafure fhall not Ieffen the opinion which the powers 
of India may hitherto have entertained of the councils 
of this government. It may alfo be thought in fome 
degree difgraceful to our arms. But neither is this of 
weight againít other fuperior confiderations; nor do 
I apprehend that if no direct imprefiicn be made upon 
our army, its bare retreat will prove any thing, but the 
extreme imprudence of thote meafures which have left 
us no other option. At the fame time, I think that 
proper letters fhould be written to the Paifhwa, to in- 
form him of this alteration, to defire that the army may 
return withcut molcftation, and to affure him that we 
are fincerely difpofed to come to a conciliation with him, 
2nd to adjuft whateverdiffcrences may unfortunately have 
arifen between his government and ours, inan amicable 
manner, agreeable to the terms and principles of the 
treaty of Poonah. 


os Ane 
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The time which has elapfed fince the receipt of 
Moodajee Boofla’s letters, and the critical fituation of 
the detachment, make it indifpenfibly neceffary that 
fome clear and decilfive orders be immediately difpatched 
to Colonel Goddard. I fhall be ready to correét and 
alter my opinion, if I fee juft and folid reafons urged 
againft it. 

mF P. Francis. 


Governor General. I have feen Mr. Francis’s mi- 
nute, and do mot think it neceffary or proper to 


apply to tt. 
‘ W. Haftings. 


intelligence from Poona, contained in a Letter from Row 
Gee, dated 18¢h of January, 1779, to the Nabo 
of Arcot. | 3 


1. I have addrefied your Highnefs feveral letters of 
late, fome of which I hope are arrived. I have ac- 
counts of others having been intercepted in the road, 
and fhall therefore recapitulate fome of the moft im- 
portant tranfactions here. : 


2. The Englifh Surdars, as I have atready wrote to 
your Highrefs, marched from Bombay to the paffes, 
and fortified that of Kodtichully. Raganaut-Row took 
pofiiefion of two forts which were in the road, and 
joined the Englifh army, which I hear confifted of 700 
Europeans, 8 batalions ef Seapoys, 40 pieces of can- 
non, mortars, and a quantity of powder and military 
ftores ; they had befides 4 lacks of rupees in money. 


3. Siccaram Pundit, and Nana Furnefe, two Ma- 


ratta Surdars, joined their forces, and fatisfied the dif- 
| contented 
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contented chiefs Schindiah and Holkar, by giving them 
money, jaghires, and other preíents. 


4. All the chiefs having met to confult what was to 
be done in the prefent ftate of affairs, they all with one 
voice agreed, that if Roganaut-Row came with his own 
forces alone, they fhou!d receive him, and give hima 
fhare of the power as tormerly; but fince he came with 
an army of Enelifh, who were of a different nation from 
them, and whofe conduét in Sujah Dowla’s country, 
the Rohilla couniry, Bengal, and the Carnatic, they 
were well acquainted with; they unanimoufly deter- 
mined not to receive Roganaut-Row ; as otherwife, in 
the end, they would be obliged to forfake their religion, 
and become the flaves of Europeans. Upon this they 
exchanged oaths; and Nehum-Row, Apagee Pundir, 
and Scindiah, were fent with an army of 15,000 horfe, 
befides foor, to the Gaut of Telicancon, and were fol- 
lowed immediately after by Liccaram Pundit and Nana 
Furneze, wiih 40,000 horfe. 


5. It has been for fome time the fixed determination 
of the Enelifh Surdars to give their affiftance to Roga- 
naut-Row, in replacing him at the head of the govern- 
ment; an army was fent from Calcutta, who made an 
alliance with Boofla, (Rajah of Berar) and they were 
greatly encouraged by. the news of the furrender of 
Pondicherry. 


6. Mr. Mofyn, who went from Poonzh, made 
them believe, that many of the Marratta Surdars 
were in their intereft, and that as foon as their army 
fhould arrive asthe Gaur, Holkar would join them with 
all his forces. 


7. Ihe 
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7. The Englifh, trufting to this, marched their 
army to the Gaut, and waited impatiently for a whole 
month, but no one appeared to join their ftandard. 
The Englifh army marched forward from the Gaut, 
and were fo much harraffed by the Marattas as not to be 
able to proceed more than two cofs a day, during which 
time they loft a great many of their men by the 
firékept upon them by the Marattas. When they came 
to Chockly, which is about 14 cofs from the pafs, they 
were obliged to halt, Captain Stewart, one of their Sur- 
dars, was killed at this place. 


8. On the 21ft January the European army arrived 
at Tulicanoon (17 cofs from the pafs) Mr. Carnac, 
Second of Bombay, was with them. Siccaram fent 
a body of horfe to Tulicanoon, to harrafs them; 25 
Europeans, amongit whom was an officer, and roo 
fepoys, were killed on the firft day; the Marattas had 
200 men killed. 


9- On the 2d day, the Englifh were furrounded on 
all fides by the Marattas, and all fupplies of provifions 
cut off from them. Seeing themfelves in this fituation, 
they determined, if pofhible, to return back by the 
Gaut, and confulted upon the means roeffcét it. Ro- 
ganaut-Row hearing this, fent privately to the Marattas 
Chief, Sindiah, telling him, that if he would attack 
the Englifh, he would join them with his two battalions 
of Sepoys, and 6oohorfe. ‘The Englifh, it would ap- 
pear, had intelligence of this ; for, on the 13th January, 
they fuddenly marched fecretly trom Tulicanoon, tak- 
ing Roganaut-Row with them, and leaving their bag- 
gage and tents ftanding, under the protećtion of 200 
Europeans, and one battalion of Sepoys, with eight 
pieres of cannon, to make the Marattas believe that 
their whole force was at Tulicannoon. Siccaram, 

however, 
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- however, got private intelligence cf their march; and 
he, with Nara Furneze, Scindiah, and Holkar, went 
to cut off their march. At the fame he ient a body 
of horfe to Tulicaneon, where the reft of the Englifh 
were encamped. “The Marattas, as ufual, fe!l upon 
the plunder, anda fimart engagement enfued between 
them andthe Englifh. The detachment, who had’ 
marched with Roganaut-Row, had not proceeded far, 
returned to the afliftance of thofe in their camp. A 
heavy cannonade was kept up by the Marattas from 
midnight till four o’clock the next day; the Englifh 
were not able to march one foot of way, and all their 
‘firing took no effcét; 150 Europeans, with many of 
their officers, and 802 Sepoys were killed. The Ma- 
rattas furrounded them, and kept patroles going all 
night, to prevent any from efcaping. On the 14th, 
the Marattas commenced their cannonading again, 50 
Europeans, and 400 Sepoys were killed. The Englifh 
ceafed firing, feeing that it had ro effeét. In the 
evening of that day, the fervant of Roganaut-Row, 
and tnat of Mr. Carnac, brought a letter to Madah 
Row, acpuainting him that they would fend a trufty 
perfon to confer with him upon fome matters, if leave 
was given. The Surdars read the letter, and tent an 
aniwer by the fame perfon, that they were willing to 
ceafe hoitilities, until a perfon was ient. They, how- 
ever, took care to keep a ftriét patrole round the Eng- 
hth camp all night. On the ı gth the Marattas Surdars 
went to the trenches, and began firing again; but it 
was not anfwered from the Englifh camp: toon fier, 
Mr. Farmer (a gentleman who was fome time ago at 
your Highneis’s court) came from the Englifh camp, 
and the fire of the Marattas immediately ceafed. The 
Marattas fent for bim into the prefence, and Mr. Farmer 
faid to them, “ We are only merchants.———W hen 
‘* difputes prevailed with you, Raganaut-Row came to 

EG us 
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* us, and demanded our protection. We thought he 
‘© had a right tothe government, and gave him our 
“ affiftance. Nothing but ill fortune attends him, and 
“Swe have been brought to this miferable faie, by 
“keeping him with us. You are mafters to keep him 
t“ trom us. We fhall henceforth adhere to the treaties 
* that have formerly taken place between us. Be 
s pleafed to forgive what had happened”? 


The Minifter anfwered. <‘ Raganaut-Row is one of 
“© us. What right couid you have to interfere in our 
% concerns with him; We now defire you to give up 
«c Salfecte and Baffin, and what other countries you 
€: have poffeffed yourfelves of, as alfo the Circars, thofe 
“sof the Purgunnahs of Baroch, &c. which you have 
‘© taken in Guzzart. Adhere to the treaty made in 
<c the time of Bajalee Row, and afk.nothing elfe.”——— 
Mr. Farmer teard this anfwer, and returned to his 
camp. While this negociation was Carrying on, 15,000 
Marat:a horfe were ient again{t fome our-polts where 
the Englifh had entrenched themfelves, and fet fire to 
them, putting every one they met with to death. They 
did the fame at the fort of Choul, where the Englifh 
had fortified. 1 heard all this from Nana Furnize ; 
whether it be true or falfe, I am not certain. 


On the 6th at noon, Mr. Farmer returned, and told 
Schindiah that he had brought a blank paper, figned 
and fealed, which the Maratta Chiefs might fill up as 

“they pleafed. Schindiah told the Minifters, that although 
they nad it in their power to make any demands they 
pleated, 1t would not be advifeable todo it at this time, 
* For our making large demands, would only tow re- 
ec fentment in their hearts, and we had better demand 
‘© only what is neceffary. Let Roganaut-Row be with 
‘sys, and the treaty between us and the LEenglifh will 

e DO 
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«c be adhered to. Let Salfette and the Purgunnah in 
« Guzzarats, &c. be given back to us. . Let the Ben- 
s gal army return back. For the reft let us act with 
«< them, as itis ftipulated in the treaty with Balagee 
& Row ; let the jewels mortgaged by Roganaur-Row be 
€c reftored, and nothing demanded for them. Let all 
<< thefe articles be wrote out on the paper which they 
“ have fent.” Which was accordingly done. 





<: It is likewife conditioned, that till this treaty is re- 
“c turned, figned and fealed by the Govern::r of the Coun- 
s cil, and felet Commutee, under the Company’s 
«c feal, and till Salfette and the other countries be 
« given uf, the nephew of Captain Stewart and 
‘¢ Mr. Farmer fhall remain in the Maratta camp as hott- 
“‘¢ ages for the due performance of the articles of this 
‘© treaty. The Englifh foldiers who have efcaped with 
“c their lives, fafted for three days, and are now ia a mi- 
=c ferable condition. The Europeans and Sepoys have 
€“ all grounded their arms.—On the 17th the treaty was 
“* fent to the Maratta camp. The articles were written in 
s: Perfian, Maratta, and Enelifh, fealed with the Com- 
* pany’s feal, and figned by Mr. Carnac and feven offi- 
*“* cers. After this the Maratta Surdars fent them victu- 
“als, which they needed much. The Engtith marched 
“< out, efcorted by 2000 AMfaratta horfe; but Roganaut- 
“< Row, not finding a lucky hour, did not go to the 
* Marat'a camp, bur will go after 12 o’clock to-mor- 
s row, occ.” ; 
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A. No. V. 


Copy of a. Letter from SICCARAM PUNDIT, 
Prime-Minifter of the Poonah Government, to Go- 
vernor-General FLASTINGS.—Received in Bengal 
the 7th of December, 1778. | 


At the time when fome of the Company’s Chiefs 
were. engaged in diipures and hoftilities with the Chiefs 
of this government, actuated by a with to promote the 
good and happinefs of mankind in general, which fuf- 
fered by thofe troubles, you interpofed your friendly 
mediation, to remove the caufes of complaint, and to 
puta ftop to them; and deputed Colonel Upton for 
this purpofe, to the prefence of my mafter Scriminuft 
Row, Row Pundit Pinkham, Pifhaw Saib. 


At the time of the ratification of peace, I objected to 
there being no perfon of rank and credit prefent on the 
part ofthe governor of Bombay 3; to which the Cc'!onel 
made antwer, * That the Governor and Supreme Coun- 
“* cil of Calcutta were invefted with authority over all 
“© fettlements of the Englifh Company, and that their 
“* acts were binding on the Chiefs of ali the Englith fet- 
“ tlements.” On the faith of this declaration, 1 made 
peace between this Government and the Company’s 
Chiets, and concluded a treaty ; but the Governor of 
Bombay, has inevery inftance of his conduét fince, ex- 
cited treubles and commotions, in violation of the 
ties of friendfhip; and notwith{tanding your exprefs 
orders to expel Roganaut-Row from the Company’s do- 
minions, and to {fertile all points between the two ftates, 
n conformity to the treaty, he has performed nothing 
thereof. Andan envoy from the King of France arrive 
ing here with a letter, interefted perfons, and inventors 
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of falfhoods, conceiving ‘this a lucky opportunity to 
obtain credit to their lying reports, without examination 
or reflection, reprefented it in the manner beft calcula- 
ted to aníwer their malicious purpofes. 


I call God to witnefs, that out of regard to the friend- 
fhip and alliance’ of the Company and the Englith 
_ Chiefs, I difmiffed the faid Envoy, without negociating, 
Or even converfing with him. I have lately heard, 
that fome of your people have hoftilely poffefled them- 
felves of the fort of Calpee, which belongs to this go- 
vernment. ‘This meature is widely removed from the 
taith of the folemn treaty executed by the Englith. 





When the governor of Bombay, in former times, 
put on the mafk of friendfhip for the purpofes of de- 
ceit, and aided the enemies of this government; re- 
garding you, Sir, as fuperior to all other Chiets, I made 
peace and friendfhip with yous; and thefe are the fruits 
produced by this friendfhip. 


You write that the maintaining of friendfhip and 
firict union between our refpective ftates, is your re- 
folve. Is it in effect for the prefervavtion of friendthip 
that you trouble the dominions of this government ? 
Such a mode of conduct is inconfifttent with the max- 
ims anil meatures of high and illuftrious Chiefs. 
fe is mutually incumbent on us to preferve inviolate 
the terms of the treaty. Should any deviation arife 
therein, they are effects of the will and difpenfati..n 
of Croc. 
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A. No. VI. 








From the fame.—Received in Calcutta, the 12th 
December, 1778. 


€: I have been favoured with your letter under date 
the 22d Tremadee Affamee (17th July) on the fubject 
ef the prefervation and increafe of the friendfhip 
between the two ftates, and intimating that it is 
your firft refolve ‘to maintain every article of the 
treaty, fo long as it is adhered to by the Paifhwa; that 
the troops have been fent folely for the reinforcement of 
the {ettlemente of Bombay ; and that the commanding 
officer had ſtrict injunctions to obferve fuch a con- 
duct in every refpeét, as is confiflenct with the friend- 
fhip fubfifting , that the feveral letters you have lately 
received from this quarter, meaning from me, contain 
a declaration to maintain the treaty of friendfhip be- 
tween us ; yet that my having hitherto evaded to grant 
pafies tor the march of the troops through the govern- 
ment dominicns, caufes you great aftonifhment. That 
af I Rill refufe to comply therewith, you are remedilefs, 
and the blame will fall on me. This letter, containin 
the above, anc other particulars, which I fhall] no- 
sice before I com lude, reached—me on the 4th of 
Shabann (28 Auguft) and afforded me great pleafure. 





<< It is univerfally allowed, that there is nothing in 
the world imor. excellent than friendfhip and harmony, 
whi_h are 5]: ffings to mankindin general. The main- 
tai::an.e of every article of the treaty, is equally in- 
cumbent on both parties. It is not ftipulated in 
any article of the treaty, that either parry may fend 
forces through dominions of the other, without con- 
fulcing him beforehand, and caufe trouble and diftrefs 
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to the people. -Fo what rule of friendfhip can bẹ 
attributed the ftationing of garrifons in the forts, and 
making collections in the country of the other party.—= 
YF bat bappencd, is then azreeabla to Enziifh faith. 
In proof of this ‘affertion, be it obferved, that Ce- 
lonel Leflic, the Commanding Officer of the detach- 
ment, has kept with him Ragonaurt-Row’s Vakeel, aad, 
in conjunction with him, colleéts mangy from the do 
minions of the gowernomen:r, by intimidating rts fub- 
jects. -This being the cafe, what becomes of your 
affurances before recited, that the treaty fhould be 
{crupuloufly adhered to, on your parts, fo long as ié 
was maintained by my matter ? or what degree of cres 
dit can be given thereto? 





























. * From time immemorial, no farces of the mrari- 
time European nations, have marched by land throegh 
the dominions of the government: but the route of ahi 
the trading and European nations has been-by the 
ocean. Nor is it ftipulated in the treaty, that the En- 
glifh detachments fhall have a paffage through the go- 
vernment territories. Refiect maturely on this, and 
then determine, on whofe fide the blame refts. 
That fuch unlooked-for acts fhould proceed from you, 
is a matter of the higheft aftonifhment; to think thar 
mighty and powerful Chiefs fhould act in direét oppo- 
Gtion to the faith of their engagements. You are 
pleafed to write, that if the Prefidency of Bombay, 
fhall ftill continue to require the troops, you can in no 
cafe, agree to recall them. The matter is briefly 
thus. ——— The King of England, and the Englifh 
Company, have placed confidence in the Supreme 
Council of Calcutta, and invefted it with authority 
over all the other fettlements. The atts of 
the Council of Calcutta are binding on the govern- 
ment of all the Company’s fettlements, Having given 
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this affurance, he propofed the form of a treaty, ‘fuch 
as the critical fituation of the times rendered neceffary: 
«You tranfmitted a treaty conformably thereto, under 
the feal of the Enghfh Company. Ic was from the 
beginning, the earneft wifh of the goverfmenc of 
Bombay, that no friendly connections fhould be eftab- 
Lliffied between the two ftates, and have been, ever fince, 
ftriving to overfet it. And notwithftanding the còn- 
elufion of the treaty, they kept Ragoba with them. 
K¥ow then, was it to be expected, that they fhould re-. 
eall their troops, which were difturbing the peace of 
She government: dominions ? It even appears, to-a 
eonvittion, that they perfuaded Ragoba to the mea- 
-fures he has purfued. How then does the fupreme 
authority of the Council of Calcutta from the King of 
England appear, fince the Chiefs cf the different fer- 
tléments, do not regard engagements made by you, as 
binding on them, but make no {fcruple to break them 5 
And you, Sir, paying no regard to your own acts, 
take your meafures on the reprefentations of the go- 
vernment of Bombay. ‘This is indeed aftontfhing to 
the higheit degree } | 























It is the dictate of found policy that you withdraw 
your troops to your own territory. This will be a 
convincing proof of the fincerity of your friendfhip, 
and will fpread the fame of your good faith, through- 
out the uriverie. : 





From the commencement of the government of the 
family of the Paifhwa, they have entered into treattes 
with many of the Chiefs of the Eaft and Weft, and 
have never before experienced fuch a want of faith from 
any ont; nor, ever to the prefent time, deviated fro:n 
their engagements, or been wanting to the duties -of 
friendfhip and alliance; the blame refts with you. : 

| The 
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The pacific difpofition of the Maratta Court, and their 
refulal to treat effe€tually with St. Lubin, will ap- 
pear from the following paffage in a letter from the 

~Governor’s friend, the Rajah of Berar. 


A. No. VII. 


I formerly intimated in my letters to Calcutta, the 
purport of what the Poonah Miuinifters wrote to me, 
That they neither had, nor would have, any friend- 
fhip or connection with the French nation; and that 
the French agent came to Poonah, folely for the pur- 
pofes of trade; and that out of friendfhip to the En- 
glifh they had fent him away; that I fhould therefore 
write to the Nabob Amand-ul-Dowla, (meaning the 
Governor General) to be perfeétly fatisfied with re- 
fpect to them, they being fteady to their engagements. 


a 


Narrative 








The Out Lines of the Rohilla 
War. 


OW dee extenfive rich provinces called Rohil-cund, in- 

habited by a nat'on diltinguifhed under the appella- 
tion of the Rohilla’s, is placed, for the mof part, in that 
beautiful and fertile fite which extends between the two 
great rivers, Ganges and Jumna, from the boundary 
of Corah to the confines of Agra and Delhi; it occu- 
pies a large diftrict of country on the North fide of the 
Ganges, reaching Eaftward to the Provinces of Oude, 
and to uninhabited mountains Northward; and it crof- 
fes the Jumna between Agra and Delhi. The reve- 
nues, without oppreffion, exceeded two Crores of 
Rupees annually, (two millions Englifh) and their mi- 
litary eftablifhment of cavalry and infantry, were about 
eighty thoufand; a brave warlike race. The body 
of the people were compofed of Hindoos, of a ftature, 
complexion, conftitution, and difpofition, infinitely 
fuperior to thofe of the lower countries; but the fate 
of war procured to a fet of martial Patan Mahbome- 
dans, an abfolute dominion under the denomination 
of Chiefs or Rajahs. As they were numerous, fingle 
chiefships were not powerful, but united as branches 
fprouting from the fame ftock, and in a common caufe, 
they were always deemed formidable. 








Thefe people lived on good terms with, and bore 
loyal attachment to the En:peror of Hindoftan. The 
proximity of their Southern provinces, expofed them 
often to.the ravages and depredatory incurfions of the 
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Marattas. To thefe depredations, may all their mif- 
fortunes be afcribed, which furnifhed a pretext to the 
afpiring ambition and reftlefs impetuofiry of Sujah-ul 
Dowla,* the Vizier of the Empire, and Nabob of Oude, 
to ufurp the dominion of a country, whofe weaith, 
power, and vicinity would ferve him as afcending fteps 
to mouns the Imperial Throne of Delhi. Heartfully in- 
ſinuated to the Rohilla Chiefs, that he was defirous to 
enter into an alliance with them, and to affift againf 
the Marrattas, as a common enemy, but as-they were 
to reap the chief benefit, it was proper that a fubfidy 
fhould be paid for the fervices which his troops were te 
perform on remote expeditions. He had, previous 
to this meafure, caufed Mahomed Kouli Khan, the 
Nabob of I)liabad and Corah, to be bafely affaffinated 
when at his religious devotion, and then he ufurped the 
dominion of his country, and thus brought his own 
provinces clofe home to thofe Rohilla provinces, which 
were the fields of plunder and rapine to the fying Mar- 
ratta parties. , 














= ‘The Rohilla Chiefs, although they knew and fufp: &- 
ed his general character, doubted not his fincerity on 
an occafion, which evidently accommodated himéfelf, 
and they confented to pay Sujah-ul-Dowla forty Lacks 
of Rupees, if he would fend a powerful army immedi- 
ately to join their forces, in repelling, and driving the 
Miarratta marrauders out of their country. The Mar- 
ratra’s availing themfelves of the Vizier’s flow move- 
ments, and in the fecurity which the promited fuccaurs 
from the Vizier had created in the Rohilla Chiefs, even 
to arelaxation of the neceflary precaution, renewed their 
incurfions and depredations with redoubled: fury and 
alacrity, and with too much fuccefs 5 fo that the Com- 
pany’s troops under the command of Sir Robert Barker, 
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on the part of the Vizier, only entered the Rohilla 
country, for 1ts defence, after all the mifchief had been 
irretrieveably perpetrated. The Rohilla Chiefs were, 
by that means, fo reduced in their finances, that befides 
mildly ftating the non-performance of contraé by 
Sujah-ul-Dowla, they were obliged by neceffity to defire 
arefpite in the complete payment of what he would be 
found to have any equitable claim to, by periodical 
snitallments, and propofed to make the prefidency of 
Fort William the {fole judges thereof; as all overtures 
were refufed, they at length yielded to the meafure of 
Paying the whole original fpecific fum, upon condition 
ef accommodating them with fuch reafonable terms, 
fuited to the reduced fated in whick the late Marrata 
incurfions, and the Nabob’s own dilatory obfervance of 
the treaty, had left their countries. 








This was the indentical object of the Vizier’s policy ; 
and it is not inconfiftent with his ambition, treachery, 
and brutality, to fufpeét and believe, that he had his 
emiffaries amongfit the Marrattas, to ftimulate and ex- 
cite them to commit the late depredation, upon a pro- 
mife from him, that his armies, notwiihftanding the 
treaty he had concluded with the Rohilla Chiefs, fhould 
mot obftruct their operations, until the year following, 
imagining, as it happened, that the pleas of neceffiry 
and equity, on the part of the Rohilla Chiefs, would 
furnifh him with pleas for inftant hoftility and exter- 
mination. 








Matters were in this ftate of fufpence, when Mr. 
Wiaftings and his Council, refolved on a Committee of 
Circuit to fettle the revenues, adjuft the adminiftration 
of the Dewannee, and liquidate other commercial and 
revenue concerns in the provinces of Bengal and = 
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har, and with Sujah-ul-Dowla, about the middle of the 
year 1773. A rupture, artfully contrived, feparared 
the Members of Circuit on the day of their departure 
from Calcutta, and it fell to the pre-concerted lot of 
Mr. Haflings felo, to tune the inftrument, correét the 
mufical meafures, and harmonize the difcordant fa- 
culties of the Vizier Sujah-ul-Dowla; The Go- 
vernor repaired to Benaras, the field of action, char- 
ged with difcretionary powers in relation to matters of 
trade, and adjulitment of the fubfidy. There were fe- 
veral Members of Council, Sir Robert Barker the 
Commander in Chief of the army, and feveral fenior 
fervants of the Company, either by appointment, or in 
fuite, at that time, in Benaras. Bur fecret deeds 
diflike the light; and upon the principles of the 
negociation between the Governor and the Vizier, it 
would have been impolitic and dangerous in the ex- 
treme, to have had affiitants or witnefiles. Sir Robert 
Barker, refen ed the indignity offered to his military 
and civil ftations in the Company’s fervice, and as 2 
man of probity, who {et a proper value on the faith 
and honor of his nation, reprobated the treaty, as un- 
juft, and difhonourable, which appears upon the public 
minuces of Council after their return to Calcutta. 
The prefence and names of thefe gentlemen were only 
made ufe of, to witnefs the execution, and interchange- 
able delivery of the Public articles of the treaty, upon 
the 18th September 1773. ‘There were o-hers of a 
much more intricate nature, not proper to be promul- 
gated, referved for the influence which the Governor’s 
return, and improved condition, to the prefidency, 
could only bring to bear by his real prefence in Coun- 
cil, the act of Council being found indifpenfible te 
give it efficacy. ) 
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Bv this padléi treatv, the Vizier was to be invetted, 
Cand immediately to poffefs, as an eftate in perpetutty,) 
-with the Emperor’s rights to the provincesof IIIiabad and 
Corah, which had been folemnly fecured to him by feve- 
ral facred treaties in 1765, and ratified by the Company 
openly, and impliedly by the nation ; for this bold con- 
ccffion, he was to give the Company forty lacks of Ru- 
pees, asaconfidcration for a perpetual revenueof 45lacks, 
‘under a wile adminiftration ; and the tribute of 26 
Lacks to the Emperor, from the Nabobfhip of Bengal, 
-was, by thefe two Contractors, declared to have been 
forfeited from the 28th’ February 1772, except two 
funi:s which the Vizier, and Nudjiff Cawn (a colleague 
on this occafion) pretended to claim as a private debt 
from the King to them, both amounting to £. 92,800 
fterling. 


= The firit part of the fecret treaty which tranfpired, 
contufedly, cautioufly, and by piece-meal, feveral 
months thereafter, contained the barbarous and fhock- 
ing tragedy. which a Britith Commander in Chief, ard 
an army otficered by Britifh iubjects, and paid by the 
Britifh Eaft India Company, were made to aét, in maf- 
facring anu exterminating a whole nation, diftinguifhed 
in Fiindeftan for many fuperior qualifications, and 
putting Sujab-ul-Dowla in the full pofieffion of their 
country, he paying the Company for the inhuman ufe 
of thefe mercenaries, the paultry pittance, (in propor- 
tion to the annual revenue, and of the plunder) ot 50 
lacks of Rupecs, ( as a baham to their wounded con- 
{ciencies) by four annual initailments. 


It is not very confifltent, wita human ideas to con- 
ceive, far lefs to believe implicitly, that Mr. Haftings 
could have formed fo firm and infuperable an attach- 
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ment, or perfonal friendfhip for a prigce whofe charat- 
ten was univerfally obnoxious, a perfect ftranger to him, 
and who had received into his bofom (joined with them 
as the Company’s enemijes) thofe perfons: who, not long 
before, had inhumanly-and perfidioufly butchered in 
cold blood, his own colleagues and moft ‘intimate 
friends and companions, the members of the Council 
of Patna, and others; his fecret motives or gratifica- 
tions, are fubjects of fufpicion, but they are obfcured 
beyond the reach.of legal proot. Every virtue that can 
dignify humanity, were the wanton offerings to gratify the 
ambition and fanguin:ry thirft of the moft favage of his fpe-.’ 
sics-§ . He engaged deliberately in an unnatural, un- 

provoked, 





= § That Sujah-ul-Dowla fhould have protected and befriended 
Colm ‘Alli Cawn and Sombro, the murderers of Mefirs. Hay, 
Ellis, Chambers, €Sc. will not be a matter of furprize, after the 
fimple. relation of the two following anecdotes, out of a hundred 
more. Captain H r, who was in the Company’s fervice, 
and alfo in the Vizier’s, had a boat.with fome merchandize, 
ftopped by the Revenue Officers, for want of the proper permit. 
‘Without fufpecting any tragical confequence, he mentioned it to 
the Vizier.——He was awaked at middle-night, and the head of 
the Phouzdar, (chief Magiftrate) of the diftrict, prefented to 
him in a bafket.- A circumitance which fhocked Captain H——r 
to that degree, that he fcarce recovered his {pirits while in India. 








Colonel G——d, hunting one day in Rohilcund, fome vil- 
lagers whofe hogs were: killed by the dogs, threw a {tick at one 
of the. dogs. — The Colonel came to Sir R. B rs tent, 
where the Vizier was at breakfaft, and accidently mentioned 
the trifling circumftance. The Vizier whifpered to one of his 
attendants, and before the breakfaft was over, the attendant re- 
turned and. infurmed the Vizier, that the village was deftroyed, 
and man, woman, and child, put to the ſword. 
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provoked, cruel war, to deftroy an unoffending, indu- 
{trous people, to whom the fame mercenary arms had 
yielded fuccour, and friendly relief the preceding year. 
Hie facrifiiced the facred inherent rights of the Empe- 
ror, to ra:fe the Emperor’s own fervant and tubjea&t, by 
an act of open rebellion and high treafon. He vio- 
lated the fulemn treaties, upon which ali the claims to 
trade, and the territorial revenues, accorded tothe Com- 
pany and nation, are founded and eftablifhed, to the 
fame unwarrantable purpofes. He withdrew the tri- 
bute, which conftituted the fole legal and political 
confideration for the Company’s pretenfions to the De- 
wannee, and the rights of the Britifh nation, withoue 
confulting with his conftituents, or his council, and a» 
gainft a ratificd treaty, and ceded the Emperor’s owa 
provinces of Illiabad and Corah, to the Emperor’s own 
minifter, a mere temporary cfficer, removeable at his 
pleafure.———_He, even, with an affurance and in- 
decency, fcarce to be equalled, avows, that the un- 
authorized treaty of Benares, and the fecret conditions, 
which were only known to the two negociators, and 
not even commited to paper, were, to all intents and 
purpofes, binding and obligatory on the Company ; 
and in particular, he afferted, that the general tenor of 
the treaty, implied a pofitive obligation on the Com- 
pany, to fecure the Mufnud to Sujah-ul-Dowla and bis 
poftertty, in the undifturbed poficfiion of the Nabobfhip 
af Oude, together with the countries ufurped by the 
fdacrilegious murder of Mahomed Kouli Khan, and the 
treaty of Benaras; although in the fame breath he ac- 
knowledges, that at the time of making the concef- 
fions, he had declared to the Vizier, That be was ac- 
ting and confenting to meafures againf— the peremptory 
orders of bis {upertors.——Al\ thele are conceptions and 
conceffions, of fo extravagant and prepofterous a na- 
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ture, fo foreign to the utmoft extenfion of the Com- 
' panys’? power, and fo fhameful and inglorious to the 
 Britifh nation, that the iniquitous and inhuman pur- 
poles expreffed in them, are fufficient, in the eye of 
reaion, as well as law, to declare the whole null and 
void from the beginning; and that nothing leis, than 
the vileft profticution of truft could have produced 
fuch a treaty, or dared to avow fo Abſurd and :mpudent 
a conftruction upon it. 


Mr. Haftings contrived, to bring the majority of his 
Council, to approve the publictreatys; and his fubfequent 
equivocations and fophiítry in Council, concerning the 
fecret conditions ftipulated between the VWizter and him- 
fi lf, in relation to the conqueft of the Rohilla-pro- 
vinces, demonftrated beyond a doubt, that he thought 
them of a texture and complexion, not proper for pub- 
hic difquifition. This allegation, as well as private 
confiderations for the facrifices in queftion, are pretty 
diftinétly implied in the appointment of a Refidenr at 
the Vizier’s Court, where none had before been deemed 
neceffary, upon his own fpecial motion, claiming, 
authoritatively, an independent right to appoint 
and recall the propofed Refident, of his own free 
will and mere motion; that fuch Refident fhall be 
confidered as his ( the Governor’s ) private avent 
and correfpond only with bim.——Mr. Haftings’s 
minutes and report upon the occafion, are to rhe 
following purpofe, and nearly Hreral. ‘* That it was ` 
“< my intention to convince fhe Fizier, that in bis concerns, 
“<< with the Company, the immediate dependence was upon 
t< the Governor alone, and ia eftablifh a direl? corrcfpon- 
ss dence, between him and myfelf, without any interven- 
<< gjo7.’———Could Mr. Hiattings have adopted a furer 
maxim or language, or afferted a ftronger Hne of m- 

fluence 
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fluence, to obtain an Afiatic recompence ? 
He then propofed, ** To appoint a perfon for tranf- 
“<< acting fuch matters of correfpondence and com- 
«munication with ‘the Vizier, as he, (the Governor) 
<< [bali think proper to entruffé to his management; 
“* and he offers it, frankly, as his opinion, that if the 
* Board fhall entruft him with the /ole nomination of fuch 
« a Refident, and the power of recalling him whenever be 
<c ple.tfes,it may bé attended with good effecis, but not otber- 
“* wife?’ —W hat conftruction can be put on fuch decla- 
rations, recorded on the Companys’ own proceedings, 
brt that the refult of the vifit to Sujah-ul-Dowla, had 
placed the author, beyond the reach and power of his 
employers — The confidential inftructions to the Refi- 
dent, and thecorrefpondence with him and Colonel Cham- 
pion, corroborate thefe furmifes in pretty direct terms. 
By the inftructions to Mr. Middleton, the Refident, he 
exprefsly ‘6 forbids any European, whether Englifh or 
“© not, civil or military, in or out of the Companys’ 
«c fervice, on any pretext, to vifit the Vizier, or the Ra- 
« jah Cheyt Sing, but pariicutarly the Vizier; not even 
& the European Officers in the Vizier’s own fervice, ex- 
«c cept the Commander in Chief.” As Mr. Hak- 
ings obtained tor the Rajah Cheyt-Sing, the Zemindary 
of the Provinccs of Benaras Ghazipore, &c. and toa bis 
pofierity, for 222 lacks of Rupees yearly rent, it may be 
fuppoted, that the fon and heir of the rich Rajah Bul- 
want Sing, was alfo very liberal to his friend and 
benefactor; and therefore the prohibition to Eu- 
repean vifitors, was a neceflary meafure of pru- 
dent policy.———_Mr. Hlaftings having written a 
private letter to Sujah ul-Dowla, without any commu- 
nication, as ufual, through the Refident; the jealoufy, 
or the fears of Mr. Miduleton were roufed, and he col- 
jected refolution enough to complain with fome bite 

ternefs 
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ternefs of the flight and diffidence which it implied, in 
aletterto Mr. Haftings, dated the 4th June, 1774, 
wherein he fays, ‘6 that having exprefied his uneafi- 
* nefs to the Vizier, he was told by him, that it was 
<< only a private complimentary letter.’ And Colonel 
Champion, in a private letter to the Governor, before 
their quarrel, dated 30th May, 1774, ufes thefe very 
fufpicious and deep-meaning expreffions. 





« Dear Sir, , | r 

«< In confequence of what .paffed between us at. 
« parting, I have mentioned Colonel Upton’s claim to 
«< the Nabob, and requefted he would be kind enough 
“ to difcharge it, His Excellency was very concife in bis 
“< reply, that he had fettled all money matters with Mr. 


s. Hlaftings.’’ 


What can be inferred from this, but that Mr. Haft- 
ings, had undertook to fhut up all private claims and 
applications. Andthe reiterated ftrenuous, endeavours, 
of Mr. Haftings, by uncommon application, and indi- 
rect infinuations, to prevail on Colonel Champion to dif- 
mifs from his fervice as Banyan, the very faithful and 
intelligent Collychurn, while upon the expedition, be- 
trays a dread of his difcovering, in the courfe of buf- 
nefs, and negociations with the army, and at Luck- 
now, the fecret fprings which led to the treaty of 
Benaras. A f Hall, whofe addrefs and 
management had procured him a general intercourfe 
with the natives of condition, in and about the Vizier’s 
court, and metropolis, having come down to Calcutta, 
fomewhat involved, and finding no method to get ex- 
tricated,.berhought him of communicating the out- 
lines of certain pieces of private knowledge, to a cone 
fidential friend of Mr. Hi p ; declaring that Pics 

| is 















his prefent diftrefs, if he was not relieved, he muft be 
under the neceffity of laying his mind open to General 
Clavering: Iz had the intu nded effeét, his debts were 
forthwith paid. But Mr. Hall wifely faid, that he muft 
have future fubfiftence, and more money for immedi- 
ate ule ;—he received an order on Coffimbazar for 
prefent fuppiy, and an appointment at Futtigur, upon 
exprefs condition of going inftantly, and remaining 
there, to execute it in perfon. 











Colonel Champion was appointed to the command of 
the Company’s troops, on an expedition, near 1500 
miles by water conveyance up the country, againft the 
Rohilla’s, with peremptory orders to be direéted in 
all his motions and actions by the Vizier, Suja-ul- 
Dowla, whofe commands he was implicitly to obey on 
all occafions. The Colonel put himfelf accordingly, 
at the head of the army, and took the field, under the, 
‘abfolute command of a prince, whofe objeét was fa- 
vage barbarifm and inhumanity, and who wanted man- 
fy courage to hazard, either his own perion, his army, 
or even his artillery in action, to fecure the fuccefs of 
what he was fo folicitoufly ambitious to obtain. 
The fatal battle was fought, upon the 23d day of April, 
‘2774, which iniquitoufly decided the melancholy fate 
of the brave, induitrous, populous, and inoffenfive Ro- 
hilla nation ; at atine that Sujah-ul-Dowla, withdrew, 
with his army, artillery, and baggage, to a diftance of 
feveral miles from the field of aétion: Nay, he 
pofitively refufed to the application of Colonel Cham- 
pion, a part of his cavalry in order to attack the 
enemy at a certain quarter, to which the numbers of 
the Company’s troops could not extend without immi- 
nent danger to the whole; and he alfo pointedly re- 
fuled to fpare a few pieces of his artillery, to ferve in 

another 

















another very neceffary quarter. Thefe refufals, created 
uneafy fufpicions in Colonel Champion’s mind, of foul 
treachery on the part of the Vizier, in cafe the fuccefs 
of the day favoured the Rohillas, which would place 
the vanquifked army between a victorious enemy, and a 
treacherous friend. Such an idea might not be wanted 
to animate the Bricifh General, but it might have pufhed 
him to adetermined refolution, to conquer, or fall.— 
The Company’s brave General and their troops, unaf- 
fitted, gained adecifive, but in truth a difgraceful, vic- 
tory. Their artillery were fo judicioufly ftationed and. 
pointed, that to the immortal honor of the brave Ro- 
billas, it was afferted, they left 4000 men lying dead 
upon the field, before they retreated, | 


The furviving Chiefs, furrendered at difcretion to 
the victorious army, and were celivered into the hands 
of Sujuh-ul-Dowla, except Fyzulla Cawn, who fled to 
the mountainous part of his country, by which means 
he was able to itipulate conditions, yielding up his 
camp and towns as plunder to the Vizier, but he could 
not, notwithftanding, obtain fuch otherterms, as were 
confiftent with either policy or humanity.—The other 
Chiefs were forced, together with their families, to fub- 
mit to the moft difgraceful imprifonment, and the moft 
mortifying and humiliating treatment; their Zenanas, 
which are facred fanétuaries in India, even againft the 
violences and outrages of favages, were plundered, and 
the wives, daughters, and fifters of princes were vio- 
lated and abufed. Children under puberty were facri- 
ficed to the luft of an old diftempered :‘ebauchee. Some 
fhocking circumftances have been alledged. The 
plunder received into the poffeffion of the Vizier, 
has been eftimated at a crore and a half of Rupees, or 
1,500,00/. fterling; and yet to this hour, or the be- 
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inning of the current year, 1730, p? dacks 60,608 
Rupees, patt of the fubfidy due far t veft, are 








IS. ORGUELH, 
yet owing to the Company, befidés ten Lacks, promifed 
as a donation to the army, jn lieu of the plunder, which 





he Kiad treafured to his own ufe. 


{t is Conjeftured, that about soo thoufand induftrious 
hufbandmen and artifts, who were alfo, for the moſt 

art, able warriors, together with their families; were 
delibérately. driven, .openly, over the Jumna,. to re- 
ceive an afylum from their late enemies and plunderegs,. 
the Marrattas.——Fyzulla Cawn. was obliged ta con- 
dition, that he fhould not entertain more than 5000 
perfons under his dominion.----The latter end of 1777, 
under the vague pretence that Fyzulla’s country was 
flourifhing, and becoming morfe populous than was 
ftipulated by treaty, Mr. Middleton, as the 
Company’s Refident at Lucknow, in concert 
with his friends and protectors at the prefidency, with- 
out any notification to the Supreme Baard, or afking 
their confent, undertook to delegate Mr. Daniel Bar- 
well, as an ambaffador to the quiet, timid, Fyzulla 
Cawn, who, wrapt * in his garment of innocence, ſuſ- 
pected nothing leis than a charge of violating the com- 
act, or’ the prefence of an European ambaffador, to 
adjuft the imaginary violation. It is faid, that although. 
the allegation appeared to have been without founda- 
tion, the minifter found the means of procuring, by. 
way Of efcort back to Lucknow, feveral Elephants and 
Camels, loaded with eight to ten Lacks of Rupees in 
fpecie. “The minute of Mr. Francis, upon the occa- 
cafion of the Governor General’s motion, tọ approve. 
the proceedings, as expedient, on the 9th March 1778, 
is worthy of the {pace it occupies upon. record. 




















He. 











He, (Mr. Francis,) calls it, ‘< One of the groffeft 
* pieces of management he met with in India. Mr. 
« Daniel Barwell quits his ftation at Benaras without 
€ leave, and goes to Lucknow without leave; Mr. Mid- 
<¢ dleton inftantly difcovers, that Fyzulla Cawn is car- 
«c rying on fome defign prejudicial to the intereft of the 
Nabob, and that the Nabob gives caufe for fuch de- 
& figns, by his treatment of his fubjeéts; art the fame 
time, that nothing is more notorious, than thatthe Na- 
bob, has no more power in his own country, than he 
«© (Mr. Francis) has. To puta ftop to thefe effects, 
which mutual jealoufies muft produce, a treaty muit 
«< be made, the guarantee of the Company muft be 
** given, and Mr. Daniel Barwell finds himfelf very op- 
“© port: nely, ac Lucknow, ready to execute the com- 
‘¢ miffion.” 














The Rohilla Provinces are now a barren wafte, and 
almoft totally deferted by their remaining inhabitants. 
The Chiefs, or their children, are continued in the moft 
miferable ftate of confinement, deprived of the: com- 
mon neceffiaries of life. As the proceedings of the 
Supreme Council in Calcutta, in 1775 and 1776, are 
printed, many of the particulars will appear in them, 
and in the letrers of Colonel Champion, and other pa- 
pers having relation to that barbarous meafure. ‘The 
remarker, having only his memory to recur to, is lefs 
perfect in the detail than he would wifh to be, be- 
caufe the annals of that hiftory require public invefti- 
gation, by the nation whol¢ arms ftained its fame and 
glory with indelible impreffions, which cry aloud for 
juftice, reparation, and exemplary punifhment. 





Narrative 





Narrative of Proceedings in the Ordnance 
Department, and in the Office of 
Military Store-keeper. | 


As accurate enquiry into the application of military 
ftores, will bring peculationsof magnitudeinto pub- 
hic view, cither committed by direct authority, of un- 
der a colluGion of high authority, which is the more 
dangerous in its coni¢tquences, by being lets fufpected. 
Military tores comprehend fo large a portion of the 
Company’s capital, that the Direétors have long la- 
bouréd to develope from the cloud of intricacies which 
obficured from their knowledge, the real value, as well 
as the reguiar expenditure and application thereof. 
To this judicious end, they pointedly inftruéted and 
enjoined their prefidencies in India, and particularly 
in their feveral general letters to Bengal, under dates, 
17th June, 1748, paragraphs 8 to 17 inclufive, 7th 
April, 1773, paragraph 4 and 5, and yth January, 
1774, paragraph o. By thele letters, the Company 
foleronly created the oftenfible department of military 
Store kecper, on the abolition of, and to fupercede the 
office of gunner and gun-room crew: the office to be 
executed by a covenanted fervant,* who was to receive 
from ths gunner, and to retain tn future in bis aéftual 
pilfelion and charge, and under bis [pecial care ( {tanding 
accountable ouc of his own private eftate for all de- 
ficiencies) a// the ordnance, Carriages, arms, powder, 
thot, fhells, tools, initruments, ftores, and habiliments 


of 





“ The limitation to a covenanted fervant was clearly meant to 
preclude m‘irary oticers trom that truft. 
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of war whatfoever; to have charge of the guu-room, and 
different magazines, and places where military flores were, 
er fhould be depofited; with a [pecial and peremptory in- 
junétion as to the mode of keeping the fcveral books and ace 
compts of bis office, as well with refpeG to the receipts, and 
iffues of all ftores, having relation in amy degrec; ta the fer- 
vice of war, whether at the prefidency, or fubordinate fet- 
tlements, or on fbip-board, tranimitting copies annually, 
with explanatory obfervations, to the Court of Direc- 
tors; and requiring obedience from him to the com- 
mands of the Governor and Council, who, only, fhould 
have authority to order the receipt and delivery of ftores, 
after the guality t had been certified by the Major and 
next Officer of artillery. Ordaining alfo, as a branch of 
the Store-keeper’s duty, that he take care to prevent the 
ftores receiving avoidable damage, and to keep them 
from time to time in repair; that ftores appropriated 
occafionally for immediate expenditure, fhall, oz/y, be 
delivered to the feperate charge and cuftody of the 
Direfior of the Labrotary (now denominated Commiffary 
of fores.) And that al applications for fupplies, iffues, 
and payments, fhall país through the military Store- 
keeper, to the Governor and Council, for their war- 
rant to accomplifh it. 

















To the fame ends, and in proper obedience to the 
commands of the Court of Direétors, it appears by a 
letter upon record, from Claud Ruffel, Efq ; military 
Store-keeper to the commiffary of ftores, on the 26th 
July, 1768, that from a firm belief of abufles committed 

| in 





The guality and not the guantity on application, is alone ta be 
certified, this confirms the check intended to be invariably pre- 
ferved, over the military interfering in a line, meant to be civil.. 





C 37 3 


in the magazines by the embezzlement of ftores, it was 
neceflary to compell a ftri&t obfervance of the efablifoed 
regulation of the military Store-kecpcr’s office, which 
regulations were for fimilar good purpofes, and like- 
wife to preferve the conftiturional authority, fuper-in- 
tendency, and effential check of the Store-keeper (on 
the 24th January, and roth February, 1774,) claimed 
and exercifed by the Honourable Charles Stewart, the 
then military Store-keeper, in letrers to the board of 
infpection ; and effectually eftabiifhed, by a refolution 
of, and notice from the Board, to Mr. Stewart of the 
latter date; which he accoriing'y communicated offi- 


cially, to the commiffiary of ftores, on the 17th of the 
fame month. 











By a ftudied violation of thefe wife, falutary, and po- 
fitive inftitutions, it may be made to appear, that ftores, 
to a very confiderable amount, have been deficient, and 
commanded to be wrore off, the expenditure of which 
doth not appear in any record, or any formal enquiry 
into the cauſes. That the department created by. the 
Court of Directors, to controul iffues and difburfe- 
ments, and to be refponfible for ftores depofited, is, 
in effe, abolifhed, apparently for the purpofe of abufe, 
in all fenfes, and by all means, with impunity.§ The 
oftenfible office of Stote-keeper, is rendered ineffeffnuaf, 


and 





@ See the Store-keeper’s letter of October 1778, concerning 
cartouch-boxes, &c. and the deficiencies on the iurvey in 1779, 
abf{iracted in feveral minutes and letters in this narrative. 


§ See the Governor General’s minutes abſtracted throughout 
this narrtive, pafticulariy in October 1758, esth February, 8th 
*— ser egy Auguf, i779; and Colonel Watfon’s of the sth 

Nuary 17506 
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and declared nominal, by the heads of adminiftration, 
-while the {fole power of indents, receipts, iffues, and ap- 
plications, is vefted in the perfon, who, in the very 
terms of the confolidated charge, ought not to have 
it.* The Store-keeper, ( a covenanted civil fervant, ) 
having neither the power of creating demands for 
fupplies, nor to apply them when iffued. Whereas, 
the Commiffary, in whom partiality+ has vefted the 
accumulated power before mentioned, by holding alfo 
the fecond rank and command in the artillery corps, 
however fair and unexceptionable his conduct and 
character in private life, poffeffes in this public inftance, 
the incompatable privilege or indulgence, of creating 
wants, indenting for fupplies, furnifhing many of 
them and their expenditure, if he chufes to exercife the 
complicated veftiture improperly.t The names and 
denominations of ftores, and the mode of keenving the 
accompts were mutilated, feemingly for the purpofe of 
perplexing, and to counteraét the orders of the Direc- 
tors, as the means of deception with facility, to cover 

& and 





* See abftracts of the Governor’s minutes, on the 
Ociober 1778, 25th Februa Sth July, and 19th July, 1779 
and thofe of Mr. F rancis, and Mr. Wheler in reply. i = 


+ The application of the word partiality, has been juftified on 
many occafions. One inftance may ferve to judge of others by. 
Flints are rated in the Store-keeper’s agency at 10 per thoufand, 
and he had abundance ready to depofit when wanted; Colonel 
Green, the Commiffary was neverthelefs contraéted with, and 
he fupplied them into ftore, at the advance price of 40 Rupees 
per thoufand. 


t See abftracts from Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler’s minutes, 
ef 8th July, and 19th Anguft 1779, 
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and difguife deficiencies. § The Store-keeper was 
ordered to deft from keeping books in his office, 
which conftiruted an effential bench of the check over 
receipts and expenditures, and at laft he was {tripped 
of the only remaining, and equally effential controul, 
which a joint lock and key with the Commifiary, gave 
him over the itores.* Politive orders, and pointed in- 
ftructions were infracted, and difobeyed with con- 
tempt, and the contempt attempted to be juitified upon 
the Companys’ own record.-~ In-direct menaces, and 
infinuations of difmiffion, were uttered in terrorem, to 
prevent the faithful diicharge or public duty, and ob- 
ftruction to favorite, bur deftruétive meafures.f- Arms 
fit for æctual fervice, and others reparable, were fent out 
of ftore (at a period of danger, and when the arfenal 
was very incomplete) as totally unferviceable, without 
furvey, or the authority of the controuling Board, and 
without the kncwledge or concurrence of the military 
Store-keeper.§ Serviceable arms were in like manner 
converted into fhip’s kentledge, and rendered for ever 
unferviceable .|| 

Thefe 





- § See Companys’ records, Board of Ordnance, obfervations 
by the Secretary on the furvey, and the Store-keeper’s expla- 
nations. 


* See the fubfequent abftracts in this narrative. 
+ See abftracts from minutes in this narrative. 
ł See the abftracts of minutes by Mr. Haiftings, the &th July, 


roth Augu, and September, 1779, in the fubfequent 
narrative. | 


§ See abftract from Mr. Livius letter, 27th November, 1 779e 


U Seethe letters of Mr. Secretary Auriol, Mr. Livius, and” 
Mr. Petric, 





Thefe cenfutes, being of a ferious nature, call for 
fome evidence to fecure a degree of faith, if not accord- 
ing to the very ſtrict letter and praćtice of the courts 
of law in all cafes, at leaft tocarry ample conviction to 
the minds of the public. With this view, however 
tedious.it may prove in the recital, the only doctrine 
propofed, will be abftracted from the Companys’ own 
records, which will at the fame time ferve as a concife 
Narrative of the ftrange proceedings, on a fubject fo 
materially important to the Englifh Eait India Com- 


pany. 


The general letters recited at the beginning of this 
enguiry, (:748, 1773, and 1774,) fhew the principles 
on which the military Store-keeper’s department was 
conftitured, diftinguifh the ofhcial duty and refpon- 
fibility of the officer, direct the mode of keeping the 
books-and accompts of his office, and apply injunctions 
concerning reparable and irreparable flores. ) 


By a regulation of ‘the Board of Ordnance, the 17th 
June, 1775; to prevent inconveniences and impedi-. 
ments za the cmtiffion of daily fores, the charge and re- 
{fponfibility of fuch, as the Commiffary fLould*indent fory 
and receive from the Storc-kesper for the ufe of the Commif- 
fary’s office, Thall be veíted, in the Commifiary alone, 
being accountable to the Store-keeper, &c. for the ap- 
plication and expenditure of them.* 


-> 





In the proceedings of the Board of Inſpection, on 
the 25th September, 6th November, and 19th Decem- 
z 2 ber 





* See the proceedings previous to this refolution in 17493, 
3773» and 1774. 
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ber, 1977, &c. it appears, that upon Mr. Hafting’s mo- 
tion, the orders of the Court of Directors, in relation 
to the military Store-keeper’s office and duty, are 
annulled, without a plea of propriety or expediency to 
juitify the mealures. He is particularly commanded 
to defift from keeping a journal and ledger. ‘The 
Store-keeper having, in diicharge of duty, ufed the 
freedom to make judicious reprefentations with de- 
ference and delicacy on the 28th November, the fub- 
ject thereof was referred on the gih December, to the 
Accompzrant General for his opinion. 

On the 22d January following, the Accomptant Ge- 
neral reported in fupport of the Store-kecper’s reafoning. 
The impropriety and inexpediency of unneceffary difo- 
bedienze, inflienced the majority to yield, upon this 
occafion, to the arguments of the minority, and the 
Store-keeper: was permitted to refume the ule of a 
journal and ledger in his office. ‘The Board again 
referred to the Accomptant General for a more perfect 
form of keeping the books of the Ordnance and Store- 
keep r’s Offices, in greater conformity with cach other,. 
by having the fame denomination to the principal ac- 
com prs. 


October 1778. The military Srore-keeper, as a 
member of the Board of Ordnance, entered a minute 
and motion, concerning deficienceys unaccounted for, 
and pofitively refufing, without aa order of council, to 
com ply with the refolution of that Board, by writing off, 
as it expended on fervice, 35002 cartouch boxes, and di- 
vers other articles, /aid to be loft or deadcient, which 
cculd not be made appear to have bzen expended 5 
reprefenting the lcofe and imperfect ftate of the Store- 
houfes and ftores, without check or controul; and 

therefore 
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therefore, in order to obviate all future deficiencies, in-* 
correctnefies, and difficulties, he moved, that a ſurvey 
of all itores, now in ftore, be made, in order to cor- 
rect the books with the goods actually exifting, and ba- 
lance the deficient accounts by opening another ac- 
count under the denomination of profit and lofs, with | 
the confenr, and by the exprefs authority of the Go- 
vernor and Council; and in order that in future the. 
Store-keeper fhall (as in Europe) be refponfible for all- 
effects committed to his charge. | 


Proceedings of the Board of Infpeétion, 17th De- 
cember 1778, with the Accomptant General’s plan for: 
keeping the accounts of the military Store- keeper; and 
the proceedings of the Board of Ordnance. ‘The Board 
ordered a furvey in rerms of the Store-keeper’s motion 
on the - October at the Board of Ordnance, to be 
completed on the 30th day of April following: and 
that the books of the fubordinate departments be cor- 
rected and adjufted in conformity to the ftores which 
fhall actually be then afcertained in ftore. And thata 
like annual furvey fhall be made on the goth of April. 
Upon this occafion Mr. Haftings, in an elaborate mi- 
mute, difcovers his views, a partiality to the Commif-" 
fary of ftores, and inclination to fupprefs the controul 
of the military Store-keeper, and he committed this 
fingular declaration upon record, thus, ‘** I am myfef lefs - 
€c foltcitous about the books of the military Store-keeper, 
< as they are now esther totally ufelefs, or ufefil only as 
“c checks on the receipts and iffues of the Commiffary of 
«c fores.” It merits peculiar attention, that the Com- 
miffary over whom this ‘* Zotally ufelefs check’? is ac- 
knowledged to be held, is the perfon in whofe pro- 
vince it is to receive and appropriate mofit of the ftores: 
iffued, and to indent for, as well as to furnifh by cons: 

tract 
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tract and agency, a canfiderable part of them. Another 
faé& equally notorious in this: minute is, that the Go- 
vernor-General is either totally unacquainted with the: 
nature of accounts and the forms of book-keeping, or 
that he openly meant, by an exertion of a temporary 
power, to remove all controul fram fuch perfons as he 
might favour in future, as well as to cancel paft tranf- 
grefiions, however injurious to the interefts of his em- 
piloyers, and dangerous to their exiftence in Afia. | 





Mr. Wheler’s reply to the Governors minute, 
while it difcowers.a fteady and faishful attachment to 
the duties of cthe.truft repofed in him, fhews him alo 
to ‘have a clear idea of books and accounts, as well as. 
of the rea] ſpirit of ‘the orders of the Court of Directors, ` 
and the utility, as well as necefflity, of fo fenfible a 
controul throughout the feveral civil and military. de- 
partments; and generally approved the mode: of the 
Sctore-keeper’s books, as effiential for:thofe purpofes, 
although {till capable of further improvement. 


The proceedings of the Board of Infpection, 25th 
February, 1779, with a letter from the military Store- 
keeper, dated 23d current, complaining that the Com- - 
miffary of ftores had refufed obedience to the order 
of the Board, for affixine.a lock and key to the ſtore- 
rooms according to cuftom, becaufe, ** That the re- 
“< ceipts and iffuee of fores ia the department, are not re~ 
<< gulated by any particular time of the day.” ‘The 
Store-keeper juftifies the complaint upon principles’ 
equally confiftens, irrefutable, and official. The re- 
fufal on the other parr, with the fubfequent language 
of Mr. Haftings, in vindication and fupporc of the 
Commiflary’s independence, favour ftrongly of a col- 
jufion incompatable: with . their refpective duties to the. 

Company. 
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Company. The Governor propofes, with a fingu- 
larity peculiar only to his own fagacity, impenetrable 
Che fuppofes* to all others. .** That each ftore-houfe 
“© fhall be /feparately furveyed, and that during the ex- 
“c amination, the military Store-keeper may place his 
'$* key upon the particular ftore-houfe, immediately under 
<$ examination, and inflantly thereafter to be taken 


off.” 


Thus, according to Mr. Haftings’s mode of furvey, 
if it was neceflary to conceal deficiencies, nothing could 
‘be more eafy and fimple than to remove ftores from 
the ftore-houfes already furveyed, into any other that 
remained to be furveyed, as the Commiffary poffefied 
all power except over that immediately under examina- 
tion. Itis altonifhing, that the open falacy of fuch a 
meafure, did not occur, even to the authors, as it 
could not-pomMibly efcape their ‘opponents, although 
delicacy may have reftrained the application by lan- 
guage to defeat it. | 





‘The Governor in a fubfequent minute on the fame 
day, in reply to Mr. Wheler and Mr. Francis, ob- 
{ftinately periifts in the meafure, and fays, ‘** That 
« he objects to Mr. Wheler’s motion, requiring two 
é: jocks to be continued on each ftore, as well after 
s as during the examination, i. e. the Store-keeper’s 
«c lock, and the Commlffary’s lock, as mutual checks, 
€ becaufe, (the Governor alledges) the motion of Mr. 
« Wheler is made without a reference to the reafons 
<< which induced the Board to place the fuper-inten- 
“danty in the fort, under the immediate charge. of 
€ che Commifflary of ftores ; and becaufe he confidered 
«< Mr. Livius ( the military Store-keeper ) as in effect 

a con- 
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5 a contralor for fores, and not Store-keeper, although 
“t that title be ftill allowed him of courtefy.” 





Mr. W heler, in anfwer to the governor’s fir minute, 
moved * for the furvey of each appartment /eparately, 
* and that the military Store-keeper, and commiffary of 
*‘ ftores fhould /everally entertain Iocks and keys on 
“* each appartment, as well after, as during the intire 
“* examination, agreeably to the original eftablifhment 
^“ of the two offices. # e. That the two locks and keys 
“< be kept upon each Store-room; one key to be kept 
“< by the Commiffary’s Circar*, and one by the mili- 
€ cary Store-keepers.” 


Mr. Francis concured in opinion with Mr. W heler, 
and added, * that the military Srore-keeper was the 
‘ natural and official check over the expenditure of 
** ftores by the Commiffary. That he had uniformly 
c dilapproved very much of removing that check, by 
‘< depriving the military Store-keeper of a lock and 
“% Key upon the ftores, as other methods might have 
s been taken to facilitate the difpatch of bufinefs, fup- 
“< poling the joint truft to have been a caufe of fome 
e occafional delay therein.” 


And in reply to Mr. Haftings’s fecond minute, 
Mr. Francis fays, ** that the alteration in quetftion (or- 
** dering the temporary application of a fecond lock and 
“© key) was made by the Board of Ordinance, which 
‘ had not the authority to repeal an alteration made by 
* government. That he could not agree, that the in- 
** dulgence allowed the military Store-keeper, and to 

“c the 


ö ä ä ⸗ ⸗ — —ñ — —— —— 


* By Circar is meant, a Hindoo writer. 
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„ the other heads of offices to fupply a part of the ftores 
in their refpective departments, vacated their offices. 
<t That if the military Store-keeper had any concern in the 
«< expenditure of the fiores, the indulgence would pave veer 
‘€ bighly improper. He had none. But «os the military 
“< Store-kecper ougbt to have a check upon that perfon who 
© bas the expenditure of the flores, and over whom ibere is 
<: at prefent no controul. ‘That with refpe& to the tunply 
© of ttores, by the heads of offices, and by ihe m:litary | 
sc Store-keeper in particular, it was a meafure itrongly 
e recommended by the Governor General himielf, 
«< for reafons which did then, and do now appear 
“to him ( Mr. Francis ) to be folid and un- 
‘<¢ anfweraovle.”’ 


Mr. Wheler, in further reply to the Governor 
General’s fecond minute, defired, ** That the refolution 
“© of the Board of Ordnance, the 17th June 1775, be 
“© entered, in order to fhew, that the refponfibility of 
ec fuch ftores ouly as the Commiffary fhall in future 
“<< indent for, be intrufted to him alone. Hence, he 
«c concluded, that ftores not indented for, and noe 
« immediately in demand, were to remain in the 
‘t arfenal, under the united charge of the Commiffary, 
ec and the military Store-keeper. That he was con- 
«© vinced the refolution would go no farther, and on 
‘* that ground only, would he accede :oi:. Thar he, 
‘fat the fame time; maintained the propriety of his 
‘© former propofition, z. e. that all ftores, mot falling 
‘Sunder thac dcicription, be again returned to che 
‘ charge of both offices.” 


Tae Givernor General and Mr. Barwell, having 
three votes between them, carried in favor of she 
Csovernors motion, and the Commiffaries indepen- 

dance, 
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dance, and -abfolute power over all the Ordnance and 
military ftores whatfoever, 


Proceedings at the Board of Infpeétion on the 
8th of July 1779. The Governor General exprefied 
in pointed terms, his fixed diffatisfaction at the pre- 
tenfions of the minority in fuppore of the military 
Store-keeper’s right to controul the Commiffary of 
ftores and his determined purpofe, not to fuffer, uoder 
any pretence, the check conttitutionally eftablifhed in 
the military Store-keeper, by the cuftody of another 
key on the ftore-houfes; in the courfe of his op 
fition, he advances as a new doétrine, ‘* That the title 
“* of military Store-keeper, which Mr. Livius originally 
“* bore, with the aual charge implied by it, but which 
“¢ fron: a tendcrnefs to him bas been fuffered to remain, 
* although the charge was removed, has furnifbed him 
“c witb grounds for various pretenfions. That in efef, 
“c De is not the military Store-keeper. The oniy f{u':ftantial 
‘€ covnexion that he has with that office, by any appointment 
-“S of the Board is as a contraéior for flares, and in that 
‘< coaracier, be is the laft perfon in the fervice, whom 
‘the Board fbcsuld chufe to be a check upon tie 

“© Commiffary.”” 









Let it be decided by any difinterefted perfqn, whether 
Major Green, io whom the ftores are iffued in bis 
military capacity, who indents for, and expends the ftores 
in the military capacity, and whois alfo a contraéfor for, 
and manufacturer of many Capital articles, is not leſs 
qualified to aćt as a Commiffary, than Mr. Livius, 
(fimply a civil covenanted fervant) is to aét as a Store- 
keeper? and whether the Governor’s infinuations, do 
not directly tend to intimidate Mr. Livius from the 

due 
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due exercife of the duties and claims inherent in his 
office, to avoid the threatned difmiffion ? 


Proceedings at the Board of Infpedlion, on the 
roth Augult 1779. The Governor continues to pur- 
fue his favorite maxim, of favoring his favorites, 
againit all oppofition, and by all manner of means, 
with a vehemence and warmth, which denounced dif- 
miffion and vengeance on thofe, whofe probity and 
fidelity were accidentally thruft as fumbling-blocks to 
obitruct the rapidity of his career. 








The Governor acquaints the Board, * That he was 
“this morning informed by the Commiffary of ftores 
* that he had delivered his report to the Board of 
s Ordnance, and that Mr. Livius’s locks Mill re- 
“< mained affixed to the ftore-rooms. ‘That he, there- 
s fore, moved, that Mr. Livius be peremptorily or- 
“* dered to remove them; and that the fole charge of 


“the ftore-rooms be left with the Commiffary of 
s fores.” 


The Commander in Chief, Sir Eyre Coote, agreed to 
the Governors motion. 


Mr. Wheler referred the Board to the pofitive in- 
junctions contained in the general letters of 1-th June, 
1745, 7th April £773, and 7th January, 1774.—— 
Obferving in conclufion, * how impoffible it will be 
“c for the Store-keeper to comply with their order, 
“<< if tbe keys which conftitute this trut are delivered 
“‘folely to the charge of another, but that if tbe 
s Board think prcper to fet afide, both the orders of the 
s Court of Directors, and the regulur official plan of 

h 2 carryinz 
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“carrying their orders into execution, they mujt anjwer 
“© she confequences.”” 


The Governor General, in reply; minutes thus, 
€ whatever the Company’ s orders nay prefcribe in this 
“cafe, bowever neceffary it may be, that the Store-keeper 

< [boid have a jcint charge of the ftores with the Com-. 
<e miffary, ftil! it would be highly improper upon the pre- 
cc Tent occafion, to allow it in Toa to a pofttive 
© order of the Board, which muft firft be repealed, before 
cc fuch a regulation can take place.’ §— The Governor 
again ftiles Mr. Livius, ‘* Zhe contractor of ftores, for 
“<< be is no Store-keeper,” And in addition to his former 
morion, he defires, ** that Mr. Livius may be calied upon 
“* again, to inform the Board of the reafons why his locks 
<< are ftiil upon the fiore-rooms. Aud that ween tbe Board 
“<< (hall have received bis anfwer, they will rei judge, 
<< whether be bas, or bus aot, been guilty of a difobedience. 
“< of their orders.” — | 


Mr. Francis obferved, ‘** that the military Storte- 
«© keeper had not (in his idea) difobeyed.the orders of 
<c the Board, becaute it docs not appear that he could 
«< have obeyed them fooner.”. 


dr. 





— — cm 


§ How feverely the Governor lafhes himfelf whofe difobedi- 
ence, and repeated violation of orders, fet the dangerous ` 
example to all theinferior fervants ? Does not the fame argument 
hold more powerfully againft the violation of the orders of the 
Court of Directors, by the eftablifhment of the order in queftion, 
without waiting for the repeal of the original order in Leaden- 
hall-ftreet. 
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Afk. Wheier declared, that he would not juftify ary’ 
irregularity againft the Orders of the ‘Board, He 
finifhes a very fenfible and faithful minute, in thefe 
words, * A? as the Governor-General fays, Mr. Lrvtts 
< fs the Contraétor of ftores, and no Store-kecper, & the 
ec fame propriety of argument, Major Green, atting like- 
<< wife in the charaéler of a Contrafior, has as little preten- 
sc sions to the fole charge of the ftcres, and bas as litile 
+c right to the title of Ciummiffary of flores, as Mr. Livius 
€c bas to that of military Store-kecper. 


The Governor-General’s minute, in September 1779, 
in council, on the fubjeét of Mr. Belli’s contract fcr 
vidtualling Fort William, gave birth to frefh charges 
and infinuations againft, and inveftigations of the office 
of military Store-keeper. Although the contract uncer 
confideration did not bear the moit remote affinity, or 
fimilitude in any fenfe whatever, to the military Store- 
keeper’s appointment and duty, yet the Governor 
having the unperifhable feed of refentment implacable 
on the one fide, and partiality on the other, towed in 
a fertile mind, levelled a moft illiberal, and unjuft 
‘blow at Mr. Livius, and through him at Mr. Francis, 
in thefe violent terms. ‘* Mr. Livius bas an Agency, 
< with 15 per cent on articles rated by former charges of 
<< Commifjaries, of courfe, greatly above the reat cofi.” 
And in continuation, he adds, **-Mr. Livius ts profeff- 
<c edly patrionized by Mr. Francis, who paffes his kills, 
<c ond nine or ten Lacks paid to kim, aʻe yet nnacccunt:d 
it 















On this occafion Mr. Haftings’s Indian moderation 
‘abandoned him, or he wittingly yielded the truth a 
facrifice, to convict himfelf of a falfhood; and in 
{pecial terms avowed his own infidelity, in the dil- 

| charge 
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charge of the public duty, in order to intimidate, and 
deter the opponcnts to one of his deftru&tive favorite 
meafures. Hie confented to give a commiffion of 15 
per cëzt-on ttores, which he ingenuoufly acknowledges, 
were charged by the Agent, ‘* greatly above the real 
s: coff.” Thus admitting, that befides a very high ad- 
vantage upon the purchafe, the Agent was to have 
a commiffion of 15 per cent, not upon the real coft, 


or purchafe price, but upon the coft and advance, 
conjointly. 









Mr. Francis procured, both for himfelf and the 
Store-keeper, ample fatisfaction in the fequel, which 
forced Mr. Haſtings to retraé his malignant declara- 
tion, and to minute the retraction upon the face of a 
public record. 





Mr. Francis having been abfent for health, when 
Mr. Haftings rafhly charged him with conniving in 
Mr. Livius’s imaginaiy peculations, and the jgoffefioz 
of large fums unaccounted for. We replied to thar part 
of the Governor’s minute by letter, dated Houghly 
the 2d of October, 1779, thus, ‘* the Governor 
cc General’s minute was tran{fmitted to me this morning. 
€< Jf recrimination does not imply an admiffion of the 
< charge, it certainly is no defence againft ic. I 
« cannot allow that one abule is juftified by another. 
«< Nor am I bound to anfwer any objections, whether 
« valid or not, to the Agency of ftores held by Mr. 
« Livius.—The Governor General and Mr. Barwell, 
‘© had juft as much concern in giving it to him, as I 
‘© had. If ic be liable to abufe, why is it not cor- 
*< rected? If his profits have been too great, why have 
“they not been reduccd? Mr. Haftings and Mr. 
« Barwell have had abfolute power in their — for 

“* three 














ec three years.——It is faid, that Mr. Livius bas an 
«< Agency, with 16 per cent, or articles rated by former 
“* charges of Commiffaries, of courfe greatly above the 
“c real coft. If the affertion were true in terms, it 
«c remains to be explained, even on the principle of 
<< precedents, how the giving 15 per cent to one agent, 
*« yuftifies the giving 30 per cent to another. Meffieurs 
« Robinfon, Kilican, and Crofts, reported that twenty 
<< per cent per annum, would be a reafonable commiffion 
« to Mr. Belli. Mr. Haftings and Mr. Barwell, ne- 
«< yerthelefs gave him thirry.— With refpeét to the mili- 
« tary Store-keeper’s book of rates, the fact is, that 
‘st ic was formed by the late Colonel Dow, with the ap- 
€c probation of the Board of Ordnance ; mot by the 
cc former charges of the Commiffaries, but by an enquiry 
‘© into the actual Bazar prices of that period. Whether 
< Mr. Litius gains or lofes by thefe rates, is unknown 
«& tome; Fbelieve that occafionally he may do both, 
cce nor does it concern the fervice in queftion”. It is 
faid, ‘** that Mr. Livius is profefiedly patronized by 
« me.” I recommended him to the office of military 
« Store-keeper, and I will maintain him in the juft 
« right belonging to it, on the fame principles on which 
c4 I would infift cn kis performing the duties of it. Thus 
« far my p:tronage ot Mr. Livius had extended.” 





< But it is now faid, that I pafs bis bills, the afler- 

‘© tion as it ands expreffed, may be fuppofed not to 
« be a miftake. ‘The Governor well Knows that I 
“ refigned the employment of Comptroller of the Offices, 
‘*¢ from the end of December 1778; and that I have 
‘ repeatedly urged to him the neceffity of requefting 
“© fome other Member of the Board, to undertake it 
‘from thar period. Places of infuence and profits, 
| ** are 
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“ are not often fo eafily relingquifhed.* If the ac- 
counts of the public offices, have not fince. been ex- 
amined, the Governor General, I prefume, will 
affign his reafons for it to the Company. Neither 
$ is it true, that I. even paffed Mr. Livius’s bills 
“fin the fenfe plainly implied by the Governor. 
“They were conftantly examined by Mr. Baugh and 
“* his affiftant, with the urmoft ftrictnefs, before they 
carne to me- for their final confirmation. My diary 
is betore the Court of Directors. It was not pofi- 
ble therefore, that I could favor Mr. Livius, or 
“any body elfe, unlels Mr. Baugh and I acted in col- 
*Sjudion. I defire that he may be examined at the 
Board, upon his oath, andin my abience, concerping 
the manner in which I executed my part of the exa- 
mination; and I moft earnefitly requet of Mr. 


“ Wheler 








* to flew the jealoufy of power, and the evils confequential 
thereof, the following detail will evince. Mr. Francis, as_youngeft 
tember of Covnc'l, had been nominated from the beginning, to 
examine tne accounts of contractors, agents, offices,’ and general 
difburiaqincnts, and to controul all expenditures whatever, under 
the denomination of comptroller of the cffices, which duty he regu- 
larly performed weekly. Sometime atter the appointment and 
arrival of Mr. Wheler, whote official duty, as younge/? Member, 
it then became, Mr. Francis then relinquifhed it at Chriftmas 
1775, and moved at the board to name the fucceffor. His refigna- 
tion was received, but no fucceffor appointed. In about a month 
he renewed the motion, it was flighted. In a further time, 
he propoted the .omination of Mr. Wheeler, as younce fi Member, 
it was once again negtected. And upon a fourth peremptory 
propofition to the fame ettect, it was objected to by Mr. Hattings, 
with a frank avow-l, ** that it wes conyerring too ular a power ix 
°° an inaividus’,?? and 1% was over-ruled. In wł ich ftate the dif- 


burfements itill continuc, without any controul or examination, 
not even by the whole board, 


ec 
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Wheler to make a motion in my. behalf to this. ef» 


s fect, at the next Board of Infpection. I will leave 


gé 


** qgueftions to him as they think fit. 


it to Mr. Haftings and Mr. Barwell, to pur fuch 
It would be. 


«< much beneath me to make any other reply to the 
“ conclufion evidently meant to be drawn from the 


“© fuppofed fact, of my paffing Mr. Livius’s bills, 


but 


€c that I receive it as it deferves. 


* 
ce 
y- 
cc 
c 
cs 
és 








Again it is afferted, ‘© That nine or ten Lacks, thus 
paid ta Mr. Livius, are yet unaccounted for. % do not 
know what the: amount ot the Military Store- 
keeper’s difburfements may be fince December laft, 
having no concern in the examination of his ac- 
counts. The Secretary has the monthly accounts 
before him, and I defire he will ftate the amount, 
during tat period, in this place, (by the fecretary it 
was filled up,) current Rupees 4 lacks, 13,965,13,6 
the Military Sctore-keeper’s accounts of his difburfe- 
ments being given in to him, every month, 
and a balance itruck before he receives a éurther 
allowance for the enfuing month. It cannot truly 
be faid, that the fumas he received fince December 
laft, are unaccounted for. If his accounts are not 
examined, it is not his fault. | 








< Any perfon unacquiinted with the tranfaction of 
bufinefs in the Military Store keeper’s office, and 
who faw only in what circumftances, and with 
what apparent view, itis afferced, that 9 or 10 Lacks 
thus paid to Mr. Livius fince December laft, are 
yet unaccounted for, would naturally conclude, that 
this money was all on account of his agency, for 
the provifion of Military Stores. For if it were 


not fo, the compariton between his fuppofed profits, 
“and 








for a fhort time in his hands. 
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and thofe of Mr. Belli, (to fhelter which, Mr. Li- 


vius’s name, and office, are manifeftly introduced) 
proves nothing, and falls to the ground. Now the 
fact is, that the greateft jart of” the monthiy fums 
iffued to Mr. Livius, are advanced to him as Mi- 
litery Store-keeper, not as agent. Out of thcfe he pays 
his own office charges by a fixed eftablifhment; the 
eftablifoment of the Commiffary’s. Office, with the 
price of all the articles furnifhed by Lieu.enant Co- 
lonel Green Ly contraf,; the price of all the powder 
furnifhed monthly, by the powder Contraéor; and 
many other contingencies. In the management of 
all thefe difburfements, the Military Store-keeper 
pays as faft as he receives, and has no profit whatfo- 
ever, not even that of having a fum of public money 
It is a fact, not un- 
worthy of notice in this place, that af the other 
heads of offices receive their monthly advances, 
twenty days before the Military Store-keeper does, 

















owing to fome difficulty of adjuftment, between 


him and the Commiffary, by which in this reſpect, 
they both fuffer.” 


‘¢ The following fettlement, which I have defired the 
secretary to fill up, will fhow what proportion the 
foregoing difburfements bear to the total amount of 
advance to the Military Store-keeper fince De- 
cember laft.” i 


Te Total 





C 


1. Total amount of advance to the Store-keepers. 
from January 1779, inclufive 





R AP 
Current Rupees | 454-2,195:7 :6 
2. Amount of Military | 
Store-keeper’s office char- R A P 
ges per eftablifhment 6.899: 8: 
= 3+ Amount of money 
paid to Lieutenant Co- 
lonel Green, for char- 
ges of office, and for - 
dupplies. 16,321: 7: 8, 
4. Amount of the 
Powder Contractor’s bills 
paid. 1,24, GO5:15: 9 
6. Amount of all 
other coa&cingent charges 
paid. «~s | 1,22, 116: 2:10 
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= Difburfements, with- 
gut benefit to the Store- 
keeper. 2,69, 943: I: 3 
Difference being for 
fupplies by .tthe Store- | 
keeper. 1,72, 162- 6: 3 4342,1@5:7:6 


In confequence of a motion fent in circulation by 
Mr. Wheeler, at the requeft of Mr. Francis, Mr. 
Baugh attended the Council Board on the 1{t Novem- 
ber 1779. The Governor-General declined to put 
queftions in the mode prefcribed, thinking it irregular, 
and alledging, that fo unimportant did he confider Mr. 
Francis’s laft minute, which regarded three capital of- 
fices very materially, ** that he bad not even given it an 


12 <- satire 
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<< intire perufal, alibcugh ke kad it by- bim for Jome time.” 
Whereupon Mr. Wheeler, after expreffing the difa- 
gre eable tafk, which the Governor’s declining it, had 


M 


t on him, of afking aniwers to fome queries from 
re Baugh, and then celivered ‘the following quef- 


tions. 


Queftion ft. <* Whether it is not your duty, as af- 
liitant to the Comptroller of the offices, to examine 
the monthly accounts of each office, before they are 


feen by the Comptroller, and to turnifh him with 
whatever remarks may have occurred to you 
thereon.” 


Aifwer, * Preparatory to the Comprroller’s exami- 
ning the accounts ot the offices, they have” always 
been examined by my affiftant, fo far as Sefpected 
their calculation and addition, after which, they 
have been compared by me with the vouchers de- 
livered with them. I have then compared fuch- 
charges as were eftablifhed, with the fixed eftablifh- 
ments, alio fuch charges for ftores provided by con- 
tract, or by agency, with the terms of the difference 
engagements ror thole fupplies; and if upon this 


examination Í have difcovered any deviation from 


either, I gave pointed them out to the Comptroller, 
who has either immediately dedis¢tcd the difference, 
cr applied to the head of that deparrmentr, whofe ac- 
counts were under examination tor an explana- 
tion. 


Queftion 2d. “& Whether you have not conftantly 


<c. done {op 


* From 3d October to iſt November, being 29 days. 


Aal wer 








‘er of 
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“infwer. < Yes, I have.” 


Qucftion 3d. ** Whether you have ever obferved, 
«t that Mr. Francis in examining the accounts of the 
«¢ Military Score-keeper, or of any other of the public 
‘© offices, or in paffing their bills, or in any other iù> 
«e {tance whatever, has favoured the Military Store- 
‘© keeper, or any other perfon, or has ever iuffered an 
«© error or overcharge in his-or their accounts, to pafs 
< ‘without correction and centiure P 7 





‘Governor General. <‘** I beg that Mr. Baugh may be 
<« difpenfed from anfwering that third qudftiens IF 
<< shere is a necefflity for it, it is highly #mproper,. on 
<< many accounts, confidering the wide difference be- 
<< tween Mr. Baugh and Mr. Francis, that he fhould be 
© obliged to anfwer to fuch a queftion. J do not re- 
<c colleé? what words of mine have given occafion for ti, 
sc but if I have - made ufe of any, which either directly lay 
sc -Juch a charge to Mr. Francis’s account, or imply it, T 
cc .zetracd them, without accounting at -this time, for the 
“© manner in which any Juch expreffons may have efeaped 
e&t gze, as they are now inmtirely out of my memory. The 
«¢ objet? of the quejtion therefore is removed. 









Mr. Francis. “© I am fatisfied; and defire the quei- 
s tion may be waved: l : 3 


Queftion 4th. “< To what point of time, have the 
fc Military Store-kceeper’s accounts been examined, and 
pafied by the Comptroller ? 


Anfwer. ** Yo the end of December 1778. 


Queßion 5th. “© What is the intire amount of the fi 
veral monthly fums iffued to him from the treafu- 
rv, 
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ry, for the difburfements of. his office, including 
his agency fince December, 1778, to the end of Sep- 
tember lait.” = % 


Aifwer. ** The advances made tothe Military Store- 
keeper trom the Treafury, between the 1ft of Janu- 
arv, and 30th of September, 1779, amount -to, 
current Rupees, 4,24,000, but in this fum, is not 
included, his advance on account of September, be- 
ing 42,000 Rupres, becaufe it did not pafs .the 
Board in time to be iffued during that month. The 
order on the, Treaturer was not figned ’till the 30th 
of September; and I obferve by the eftimate of the 
Store-keeper’s difburfements for Oétober, that the a- 
mount was not received ’till che 6th of the laft men- 
tioned month. In Mr. Francis minute of the 2d. 
October, the amount of the advances iffed to the 
Military Store-keeper to the end of Auguft, is ftated 
by me at current Rupees, 4,42,105:7:6, but it is 





_proper to remark, that in this fum is included the 
-monthly payments made to him by Mr. Robert 


Stuart, on account of the new powder works, and 
his receipts for ready money fales.” 


Qu-ftion 6th. ** Has the Military Store-keeper deli- 
vered in his monthly accounts regularly to the 
Comptroller’s office, fince December laft ? 


Anfwer. ** Yes, tothe end of September. 


Governor General. <% I defire to put the two follow- 


ing queltions to Mr. Baugh.” 


iff. «s Have Mr. Livius’s accounts ever appeared 
before the Board? 
2d. ©* What 
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2d. ** What is the amount of Mr. Livius’s receipt, 
<: and difburfements, from the time he firft had charge 
‘t of the preſent office, to the date of my minute i 

September ? * = 


“< If Mr. Baugh cannot anfwer the laft of thefe quefti- 
€ ons from his own official knowledge, I defire him 
“€ to obtain proper official informatic:n to compleat his 
e an{wer. 

Infwwcr to the Governor's ih Queftion. 

'« ‘They never have appeared before the Board. It 
« was not the intent of the regulation, conftituting the 
e: Comptroller’s office, that they fhould be laid before 
“ fhe Boa:d.” — | 





Ditto to the 2d. 


** Not. having the neceffary materials in my poffeffion 
cc for furnpfhins the account required by the Governor- 
<: General, I applied for it to the Military Store- 
ec keeper, and beg leave to lay before the Board, the 
« following Abitract, which I have in confequence 
«< received from him, of his receipts and difburfements, 
<s from April, 1775, to September, 1779, inclufive.” 





& The receipts amounting to, current Ru- 
pees, - - 2Z3s16,074:13:23 








«< The difburfments, to =. — 2351%6,783: 1.3 
ce Balance advanced by, and due — 
€ to the Store-keeper,* - $ pons 3 





< Mr. 











* This balance of 708 Rupees and 4 Annas in favour of the 
Military Store-keeper, differs materially from Mr. Haftings’s 
charge of his having nine or ten lacks of Rupees in his hands, 
unaccounted for, ` ~ 
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_ s“ Ms. Livius was appointed to the office of Mi- 
“ litary Saore keper, on the zoth of March, 1775, 
*< and, the Gonwesnor’s Minute is dated in September, 
“° 1779- 


‘< I think it proper to acquaint the Board, that my 
** application for this account, would have been made 
“t to rhe Accomptant General, and not to the Military 
** Store- keeper, -could the tormer have finifhed it com- 
£: plete. But the General Books, being balanced only 
* to the 30th of April, 17738, it could not have been 
€c prepared from them to a period fubfequent to that 
«c tine. I believe alfo, that the Entries in the Ge- 
€ neral Books, are adjufted from the Abftracts of the 
** receipts and d:f{buricments fupplied to the Accomp- 
s: gtant-General, by the heads of the different Gfices.” 


To fhew, as well the truth of the facts alledged in 
their deepeft coiours, as their dangerous confequences,. 
throughout the cleliberate train of abufes: Two recent 
srantactions carry an afpect, which unite the links to 
render the-chain of circumitances, as cohvictive, as it is 
confittent with moral probability to obtain, until time, 
in the courfe of his revolutions, {hali develope, thoſe 
miyftcries, which are yet obiured trom general know- 
tedve, and only committed in mutual confidence to 
the principal performers. 


When a furvey was made of the ftores in the 
grand arfenal and ttore-rooms laft year, amongft manv, 
a deficiency appcared, of 21,979 ftands of arms, 
and-20,047 bayonets, the chief part of which, ftood 
on the 'Store-keepcr’s books, as compleat and new, and 
as ferviceable. As there appeared but fram ten, to 
tleven thouiand ftands in the grand magazine, — 

ene 
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the Company intended that there fhould never be lefs 
than forty thoufand, which number, they imagined 
were then actually in ftore; a number {carce adequate 
to the troops entertained by the Pretidency of Bengal 
alone; So alarming a deficiency, at fo critical a 
period, when all India as well as Europe were in 
motion, apparentiy with hoftile defigns againft Britain, 
ic could -not fail to excite fuch an aitonifhment, as 
produced an enquiry; when it appeared that without 
the leave’ of the Board of Inipection or the Board of 
Ordnance, and without the concurrence or knowledge 
of the military Store-keeper, thole arms were fent by 
the Commiffary of ftores co the public Vendue office; 
im Order to be fold by public out-cry. After having 
lain many months in a damp cellar, where they muft 
have contracted a fufficient degree of ruft, to render the 
beft ana higheft polifhed arms in the tower of London, 
unfervic®able ; upon a furvey, by the military Store- 
keeper, he found them co his furprize, in the good 
condition (notwithftanding the humid air and total neg- 
ect of them for fo long a time) which he reprefenred in 
. letter, written officially, but tenderly, to the Board 
of Ordnance, of which the following is a literal ab- 
ftract. 


<< November 27, 1779. I beg leave further to fub- 

é mit another obfervation to the Board, that the 
“$21,979 ftand of arms, and 40,047 bayonets, ap- 
<* peared on the furvey not to have been in fo bad a 
ec ftate as I had at firt apprehended; the militia were 
«c fince fupplied from them, and in my opinion, many 
«© more may be male fit for fervice, as there is an effab- 
e: Lifbment in this department for repairing them. If ìt 
«c were the pleafure of the Board, I would recommend 
*< it to them to appoint — or four military gentle- 
men 
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c men of the Ordnance department, or other mili- 
s tary officers, high in ftation, to review them, be- 
«c fore they are expofed to fale, as I would not chufe to 
€ take upon —— to condemn fo large a quantity of 
« valuable arms, from my own obfervation, At all 
«c events the opinion of competent judges, can be had 
< at this time at the prefidency ; E could even wifh 
«c the final orders regarding them were fubmitted to 
« the Governor and Council, /ome of the arms flanding 
€: upon the books of this department as compleat and new. 
sc Another reafon which induces me to recommend this to 
<c the artention of the Board, is, the confideration that 
<c there are only 10 or 11,000 ferviceable arms in the 
«c crand magazine, and that 40,000, bave bees always 
<c deemed tie proper and nec-ffary eftaclifoment in ftorcs 
< for the defence of Bengal on emergency.” r 


A deficieney of 3503 cartouch-boxes, which the 
Store-keeper was commanded to write off in ‘his books, 
as if re-ularly expended on fervice, together with hi? 
refufal :o comply, originated the fortunate idea of z 
general furvey, and that it fhould be continued an. 
nually. ) 


Previous to the fecond annual furvey, January 5th, 
1780, in confequence of an order from the Board of 
Infpeétion to the Board of Ordnance, two queftions 
were fent in circulation to the members of the latter 
Board, reviving the controverfy concerning tne ad- 
ditional lock and key of the Store-keeper on each fe- 
perate ftore-room, while that particular room was un- 
der examination, and inftanitly when it’s contents were 
furveyed, the Store-keeper’s tock and key to be taken 
off, and left in the fole charge of the Commifiary. 
« Whether this be adopted as a ttanding —— 

“Swit 
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‘swith refpecét to all future furveys? And whether 


‘it fhall extend to the furveys of all fubordinace 
© magazines ?” 


Colonel Watfon, in a minute annexed, feemed to 
have ridiculed the whole proceeding, having, obferved 
‘doubtlefs) ironically, ** That be did mot und:rStand or 
* what reajon the order was given, as be was of cpinion 
“that the Lieutenant C:lonel Green only, can be made 


€ anfwerable for deficiencies, in future, the Store-kecper 
€ being nominal only.” 


Mr. Wheler maintained his original principle on the 
ubjeét ; faid, * That a Store-keeper without his key, 
is a wontradiction in terms, and that he will venture 
to afirm, is not to be met with in any other tervice 
than this; therefore, he moved that the military 
Store-kéeeper’s key, be not only affixed to each 
apartment, during the furvey, but that it do like- 
wife continue affixed to the fame, when the furvey 
of the ftores fhall be compleated ; by which means 
the Store-keeper will become anfwerable with the 


‘Commifiary, for the property committed to their 
* charge.” 








Mr. Francis concurred with Mr. Wheeler; and Mr. 
Livius added fix conftitutional, and indeed incon- 
troverctable reafons to ſupport his concurring opinion. 


A circumftance which belongs more properly to 
nother place, is neverthelefs obtruded now, by the 
onneétion it holds with the fubjeét under cenfure, as 2 
‘rong corroborating evidence of the dangerous views 
f the chief adminiftration in India. 


k 2 Ata 
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At a time when the Company’s territories were, 
threatned with foes and invafion, internal and external; 
ata time when their arfenals were al..::oit empty 5 and at 
a time when ceconemy was effential to preferve their 
credit, owen in India, did they expend 57,000 Rupees 
in the kentledge of the Royal Charlotte,® ami that. 
kentledge confitted in military and Ordnance {ftores 
froin che arfenals, amongft which were 5859 new mul- 
ket barrels, although there were not double the num- 
ber remaining in the grand magazine:+ To prove that 
thefe were fent on board without authority from any 
perfon conflitutionally qualified to order it: A re- 
ference to the letters from the Council to the military 
Store- keeper, will yield ample fatisfaction ; of which the 
following are true copies. | 





s< Council-Chamber, 28th January, 131780. 
To Mr. George Livius, Military Store-keeper. 


s:t Sir, 
s: Jt appearing from the books of the Ordnan 
s: department, that 5859 Serviceable mufket barre 
< have been fent on ‘board the fhip, Royal Charlotte, 
** to ferve as kentledge. I am directed by the Honorable 


the 





* The Refolution aifo, was at the fame time balafted with Bae 
lafore pig iron, of the value of 22,000 rupees, by immediate 
purchafe with ready money. 


+ Why did they not fend, as kentledge, the irreparable arms ir 
the Vendue office ? But that would not anfiwer the intended end 
The Indian powers, at enmity with the Company, wanted Eu 
ropean arms, and they had their agents at Calcutta. And arm: 
repaired, might be refold to the Company at high country prices 
although bought for a mere trifle at public auction, 
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the Governor General and Council, to call upon you, 
to affign your reafons for having delivered [fuch mufkets 
for the purpoje of kentledge ; and to inform the Board, 
whether ail or any part of them have been delivered 
back into ftore” 
*<¢ I am Sir, 
<< Your moft obedient fervant. 


(Signed) ** J. P. Auriol, Secretary.” 


In anfwer, Mr. Livius lavs before the Board a detail 

facts, confittent with the ítation to which he was re- 
zed, and a iealonable rebuke tor the inconfiitent ap- 
cation for information, to a Store-keeper whom 
* Board has deliberately {tripped of the prerogatives 
his wffhice, as their application, according to their 
a regvmations, fhould have been /olely direéted to 
.onel Green, the Commifilary of Stores, and the ef- 
ual Store~Keeper. 


s< Fert-Wiliam, 29th January, 1780. 
<¢ To J. P. Auriol, Efquire, Secretary.” 


‘ Sir, I have received your letter of yefterday’s date. 
. received no order from the Board of Ordnance to 
iffue the 5859 ferviceable mufket barrels, which ycu 
inform me, were fent on board the fhip Royal Char- 
lotte ; nor does the Ordnance department (dy pofttive 
orders from the Goverio:x General and Council and by 
the Ordnance fiandmg regulations) iue any but by in- 
dent of the Store-keeper. It is therefore out of my power 
o aflign reafons, (for which you called upon me) for 
aaving, delivered fuch mufket barrels for the purpofe 
£ kentledge; zey were ifued without my knowledge. 
n reply to your lfecond requifition, whether any part 
ave been delivered back into ftore, 1 do myfelf the 


< honor 
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<< honor to inclofe a copy of the indent of ftores re. 
‘“<curned from the Matter Attendant, ¢his day, which 
«c are all that I have any account of. 
« I am, Sir, 
«< Your moft obedient fervant. 
(Signed) * G. Livius, M. S. K. 


Mr. Livius that day received from Mr. John Petrie. 
acting Marine Paymafter, the letter which is referrec 
to in the above anfwer to Mr. Secretary Auriol, viz. 


To George Livius, Efquire, M. S. K. 
e S 
«< You will pleafe to order to be received inta sh 
€: honourable Company’s arfenal, the followigx: iro 


“© kentledge, which remain on board the fhips Real Cha 
<c lotte and Refolution.* 


< On board thee Royal Charlotte. 


<< Mufker barrels, /erviceable 5859 

<< Ditto, - - wunferviceszble 6063 Taa 
** Ordnance iron guns, ditto, - - 176. 
« Country iron fhot, /ferviceable, = = 4053 
<< Ditto, uaferviceable, - = 1313 


s Some pig iron. 

< On board the Refolution. 

« A quantity of {mall iron kentledge. 
| am, Sir, 

 *© Your moft obedient fervant. 

‘< Marine Pay-office (figned) J. Petrie, A. M. P. M. 

29th Janwary, 1780.” 

Th 





* The Royal Charlotte was laid up on the 21 ft of the precedi: 
Auguft, and ferviceable arms coniinued on board. The return 
an exact copy of the indent, by which it was originally received 
2eard from the marine department. 
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‘This tranfaction is fo diftinét, that it needs no com- 
nent, buc that it is prefumable, that ferviceable mufket 
arrels, ftowed as kentledge ‘in a fhip’s hold, from July, 
17735 to February, 1780, muft have been rendered 
unferviceable 3 and that in all probability, they, and 
he other ftores, would have remained on board, with- 
ut thought or care, and be fold with the fhips, had 
tot the matter been happily fuggefted to a member of 
Souncil, who, until then, was a ftranger to the whole 
landeftine management and abufe. 

* Under fuch perplexing and injurious predicaments, 
“ith a deliberate delign, (open to the licenced rapacity 
7 fuch as conceive upon a fixed principle of faith, 
‘hich is become proverbial in that fettlement, that no 
unter or peculation from the Company is difhoneft 

', unju, and that no action can be offenfive or crimi- 

‘1, while the actors are favoured by a majority of Go- 
“tnment) ig not only the Company’s property expofed, 
t the vecy fafety and exiftence of their pofieffions 
Ay trade, ftaked, to humour the caprice of fome 

< ncipal fervants, and to enrich themfelves and their 

‘wizans, in Bengal. It is therefore incumbent upon 

Directors, as a diftinguifhing proof of fidelity to 
‘sr confticuents, and loyalty to their country, either 
» enforce their orders, and affert their legal authority, 

ith manly fpirit, or to fink under the influence of cor- 
uption, and yield up their mock-power to the minifters 
- their own creation abroad : taking fpecial care, in 
“der to be confiftent throughout, to difmifs from their 
rvice, as unworthy of public confidence, thofe, whofe 
svate virtues, have dared to be publlickly honeft, and 
Oo, with becoming deference, have endeavoured by 
efatigable affiduity and unremitting pains, to main- 
fm the authority of the Company, and the dignity and 
por of the Britifbh nationin Hindoftan, 


F i N I S 











